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man. I send him and his family and friends my 
best wishes on this special birthday celebra-
tion. I wish Mr. Hammonds a happy and 
healthy 97th year. 
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A POINT OF LIGHT FOR ALL 
AMERICANS: MR. JAMES NORRIS 
WILLIAMS 

HON. MAJOR R. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 25, 2001 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, as the nation of 
Guyana celebrates its 35th Independence An-
niversary, I would like to salute an outstanding 
Guyanese American, James Norris Williams, 
as a Point of Light for all Americans. 

James Norris Williams, was born and edu-
cated in Guyana. He first started working as a 
teacher of Latin, Math, English and History at 
West Demerara High School in 1961. Four 
years later he took a position as an Assistant 
in the Reservations Department for Guyana 
Airways Corporation, which would set the 
stage for a prolific and enduring career in the 
company. 

Soon after he was initially hired by Guyana 
Airways, he became Traffic and Operations 
Assistant and was sent to Trinidad where he 
worked and underwent training in the Oper-
ations Department with BWIA at Piarco Airport 
and on his return to Guyana, was promoted to 
Senior Traffic and Operations Assistant; he 
was quickly promoted to Station Super-
intendent at Atkinson Airport in Guyana. 

James Norris Williams was married to June 
James in 1967, and only a few weeks later, he 
was sent to London to train with British Air-
ways Commercial and was presented with a 
Service Handling Specialist Diploma upon 
completion of the program. 

In 1972, James was promoted to Assistant 
General Manager of Guyana Airways, and in 
this capacity, coordinated the Caribbean Free 
Trade Association and was responsible for 
cargo, marketing and sales, aircraft oper-
ational permits and handling documentation. 
Later that same year, he was appointed Man-
ager for Cargo Services North American 
based in Miami, and from 1975 to 1978, he 
served as General Manager of Guyana Air-
ways. 

Upon moving to the United States in 1979, 
James worked as a manager at Medas Ship-
ping, before acquiring two trucks of his own 
and establishing a family business, Williams 
Shipping and Delivery Service, which deliv-
ered furniture to stores throughout the tri-state 
area. In 1986, the company expanded and its 
name changed to Williams Worldwide Ship-
ping and Trading which now operates as a 
worldwide shipping company, servicing Guy-
ana and the Caribbean Islands and is Brook-
lyn’s main cargo consolidator. 

James and his wife June have three lovely 
children: Nicholas, Michelle and Lester. Four 
granddaughters—Leslie Ann, Shenice, 
Kennedi and Kristen. They also have one 
grandson, Ethan Nicholas. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to salute Mr. 
James Norris Williams as a Point of Light for 
all Americans. 

LORI BERENSON 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 25, 2001 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
when Peru announced it would retry Lori last 
August, we hoped for an open and fair hear-
ing. Instead, what she received was a public 
circus in which the verdict was a foregone 
conclusion. 

Peru has condemned Lori Berenson under 
draconian anti-terrorism laws enacted during 
the flawed Fujimori-Montesinos regime. The 
U.S. Department of State and the Inter-Amer-
ican Human Rights court system have been 
joined by human rights groups such as the 
Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA) 
and Human Rights Watch: Americas, in con-
cluding that the Fujimori-Montesinos anti-ter-
rorism laws violate both international law and 
the Peruvian Constitution. Her trial should not 
have been held until those laws were re-
formed. 

International observers, human rights advo-
cates and legal scholars report that Lori’s trial 
has been riddled with violations of due proc-
ess. Much of the evidence used against her 
was gathered during her discredited military 
trial, in many cases from witnesses who had 
been subjected to torture. Most of the wit-
nesses have since recanted their earlier state-
ments. The only witness against Lori received 
a reduced sentence for his testimony against 
Lori and, on the eve of Lori’s trial was given 
a new trial so that he can get another reduc-
tion in sentence. Furthermore, court pro-
ceedings clearly show that the judges had de-
cided the verdict long before this trial began. 
How fair is a trial in which a judge proclaims 
a defendant guilty while witnesses are still 
being heard? 

In her public statement in court yesterday, 
Lori said that she was sorry for the violence 
and the deaths that there have been. She has 
condemned terrorism in the past and she did 
so again today. Lori has always maintained 
that she was innocent of the charges against 
her. 

I am hopeful that the Peruvian President will 
recognize that Lori has already served 51⁄2 
years in prison under very harsh cir-
cumstances and will pardon her. It is time for 
Lori to come home. 
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Monday, June 25, 2001 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Philip Pempin in recognition of his 
valor in saving a young boy’s life. 

Mr. Pempin has been the dutiful principal of 
the Riverside Elementary School in Cleveland 
for the past three years. Mr. Pempin is a lumi-
nary of the Cleveland school system. It is be-
cause of his guidance and ambition that the 
Riverside Elementary School stands out in our 
district. His individualized and scrupulous at-

tention toward each and every pupil in the 
school has helped the school rise high in 
terms of performance. Mr. Pempin exemplifies 
the ambition and diligence that we all strive 
for. Working without an assistant, Mr. Pempin 
strove to help his fourth graders pass all five 
parts of the Ohio proficiency test last year, 
soaring above the state average. Although Mr. 
Pempin’s feats at work are unprecedented, the 
quality and beneficence of his person by far 
overshadow his already tremendous achieve-
ments in Cleveland’s education system. 

Mr. Pempin is also a proud and dedicated 
father. However, not only is he father to his 
own children, but also to each and every pupil 
in the Riverside Elementary School, as dem-
onstrated by his heroic feat on Thursday, June 
14, 2001. At 12:30 p.m. in Riverside’s cafe-
teria, six-year-old Cody Boytek was visibly in 
trouble. Mr. Pempin saw that the child was 
choking and getting weaker by the minute. 
Taking quick action, Mr. Pempin successfully 
performed the Heimlich Maneuver on little 
Cody, dislodging the obstruction that almost 
took Cody’s life. Mr. Pempin proceeded to 
carry the fragile child to his office where he 
waited for emergency medical workers to ar-
rive. Forever at the service of his children, Mr. 
Pempin was cradling Cody in his arms as his 
mother arrived. It is due to Mr. Pempin’s sin-
cere love and devotion that little Cody was 
back at school the next day, alive and well. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Mr. 
Pempin, an outstanding father, principal and 
human being. Mr. Pempin exemplifies the 
service and honor that our city and nation 
stand for. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOB RILEY 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 25, 2001 

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably 
detained for Rollcall No. 177, on agreeing to 
the amendment to increase funding (by trans-
fer) for the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities by $3 million; the Institute of Muse-
ums and Library Services by $2 million; and 
NEA Challenge America Arts Fund by $10 mil-
lion. Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably detained 
from Rollcall No. 178, on agreeing to the 
amendment to increase funding for weather-
ization programs by $24 million; to increase 
the account for Payments In Lieu of Taxes by 
$12 million; and to increase the account for 
energy conservation programs by $24 million. 
Had I been present I would have voted no. Mr. 
Speaker, I was unavoidably detained for Roll-
call No. 179, on agreeing to the amendment to 
limit the extension for the Recreational Fee 
Demonstration Program to one year. Had I 
been present I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably detained for 
Rollcall No. 180, on agreeing to the amend-
ment preventing funds in the bill being ex-
pended to conduct preleasing, leasing and re-
lated activities under either the Mineral Leas-
ing Act or the Outer Continental Shelf Lands 
Act within the boundaries of a National Monu-
ment. Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 
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