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kind of program, which is badly needed, will 
continue. 

My district of El Paso, Texas is an impover-
ished area of our country. Programs like 
Reading is Fundamental may not make much 
of a difference in more affluent areas, but they 
certainly do in El Paso. For some kids, a free 
book is the only access to reading that they 
have. 

RIF programs operate in schools, libraries, 
community centers, child-care centers, Head 
Start and Even Start centers, hospitals, mi-
grant worker camps, homeless shelters, and 
detention centers. Today, thanks to public-pri-
vate partnerships, RIF is the nation’s largest 
child and family literacy organization. RIF has 
placed more than 200 million books in the 
hands and homes of America’s children. 

Now, President Bush has proposed a five- 
year plan to improve young children’s reading 
ability by cutting all funding for IBDP and con-
solidating the funding into state-level reading 
grants. This is simply not the answer. The an-
swer is RIF. 

I respectfully request that the Administration 
restore the RIF program in the 2002 budget. 
The RIF program is an example of a program 
that is working and making a real difference in 
the lives of countless children across the 
country. It would be a travesty to destroy it. 
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor His Holiness Karekin II 
Nersissian, the Supreme Patriarch and 
Catholicos of All Armenians. Karekin II trav-
eled to the United States last month and vis-
ited Armenian churches, schools and a retire-
ment home in Fresno, California and sur-
rounding communities. 

Karekin II was born in the village of 
Voskehat, in 1951, in the Etchmiadzin Region 
of Armenia. He entered the Theological Semi-
nary of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin in 
1965 and graduated in 1971. In 1970 he was 
ordained a Deacon, and in 1972 he was or-
dained a Celibate Priest. Karekin II then left 
for Germany to serve as a pastor, while con-
tinuing his theological education at the Univer-
sity of Bonn. 

In 1979, Karekin II returned to the Mother 
See of Holy Etchmiadzin, and thereafter, left 
for Russia to study at the Theological Acad-
emy of the Russian Orthodox. In 1980, he was 
appointed Assistant to the Vicar General of 
the Araratian Pontifical Diocese. In 1983, he 
was appointed to Vicar General of the 
Araratian Pontifical Diocese. Karekin II was or-
dained a Bishop in October of 1983 and was 
granted the title Archbishop in November of 
1992. In 1998, Karekin II was appointed to the 
Vicar General of the Catholicos. 

On Wednesday, October 27, 1999, Karekin 
II was elected as the 132nd Supreme Patri-
arch and Catholicos of All Armenians. Since 
his ascension to the head of the Armenian 
Church, Karekin II has actively rejuvenated the 

Theological Seminary. He has been instru-
mental in the construction of new churches 
and the building of St. Gregory the Illuminator 
Mother Cathedral in Yervan, Armenia. Many 
new priests have been ordained and assigned 
to churches in Armenia and Diaspora under 
the leadership of Catholicos Karekin II. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in honoring His Holiness Karekin II 
Nersissian for his spiritual leadership to all Ar-
menians. 
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a dear friend, a former col-
league, and fellow South Carolinian, Paul W. 
Beazley. On July 16th, Paul will retire from 
South Carolina State government. It is a retire-
ment well deserved and he will be sorely 
missed. 

Before coming to this august body, I served 
as Human Affairs Commissioner for the State 
of South Carolina. I was fortunate to have 
Paul among my support staff. Paul joined the 
State Human Affairs Commission in January 
of 1973. Upon my arrival in October 1974, I 
named him Director of the Technical Services 
Division where he served for five years before 
becoming Deputy Commissioner. 

During my nearly 18-year tenure at the 
Commission, Paul was an invaluable col-
league, and became an expert on the issues 
of equal opportunity and diversity, particularly 
in the workplace. He supplemented his vast 
experience in this area with several published 
works including: Think Affirmative; The Blue-
print, which became the leading affirmative ac-
tion planning manual in the 1970’s and 1980’s. 
He recently wrote, The South Carolina Human 
Affairs Commission: A History, 1972–1977; 
and Who Gives a Hoot at the EEOC?, a public 
policy case study. 

An active member in his community both 
professionally and personally, Paul currently 
serves on the Board of Directors of the Mid-
lands Marine Institute, and is president of the 
Alumni Association of South Carolina State 
Government’s Executive Institute. Paul is also 
chairman of the State Appeals Board for the 
United States Selective Service System. 

In addition, Paul is a member of various 
professional associations, and works as a vol-
unteer for many non-profit organizations. He is 
also a member of the Eau Claire Rotary Club 
of Columbia, and has served as President and 
Secretary of the National Institute for Employ-
ment Equity, and as Chairman of the Greater 
Columbia Community Relations Council. He 
has also served on the Board of Directors of 
the Family Services Center of Columbia, the 
Board of Visitors of Columbia College, the 
Board of Directors of Leadership South Caro-
lina and numerous task forces at the state and 
local level. 

Prior to joining the Commission in 1973, 
Paul was a Presbyterian Minister. He served 
as a pastor, a Conference center Director, and 
an Educational Consultant. He has also 

worked as a Consultant for the University of 
South Carolina General Assistance Center, 
teaching in the field of test taking and prob-
lem-solving. He designed an experimental 
school and directed an experimental reading 
program for the Columbia Urban League. 

Paul received his Bachelor of Arts degree 
from East Tennessee State University, his 
Master of Divinity from Union Theological 
Seminary in Virginia, and a Masters of Edu-
cation from the University of South Carolina, 
where he also completed Doctoral studies. 
Paul is also a graduate of the South Carolina 
Executive Institute (1992), and Leadership 
South Carolina (1987). 

Paul, a longtime resident of my current 
hometown, Columbia, South Carolina, is mar-
ried to the former Marcia Rushworth. They 
have one son, Paul Derrick Beazley, who lives 
in Charleston. Paul is a competitive tennis 
player, and we share yet another common in-
terest and pastime, golf. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in saluting 
one of our nation’s authorities on diversity, 
one of my State’s most highly respected pro-
fessionals, one of my Community’s finest citi-
zens, and one of my good friends, Paul W. 
Beazley, upon his retirement. Please join me 
in wishing him good luck and Godspeed. 
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this evening to join with my friend and col-
league, Congressman MIKE HONDA of the 15th 
District of California, in honoring a dedicated 
public servant. Stephen Walpole, Chief of Po-
lice for the Scotts Valley Police Department, 
will be retiring on July 6, 2001, bringing an 
end to 30 years of service to his community. 

Chief Walpole is a constituent of Congress-
man HONDA, since part of Santa Cruz County 
is in his congressional district. However, Chief 
Walpole and I came to know each other well 
during my years serving in the California As-
sembly. His work on behalf of the residents of 
Scotts Valley is an amazing reminder of the 
importance of public service in our nation. 
When Chief Walpole’s career began as a re-
serve officer in 1970 with the Scotts Valley 
Police Department his potential was quickly 
realized. He was promoted to Sergeant in 
1974, Lieutenant in 1979, and Chief of Police 
in 1986. Besides his focus on the community 
of Scotts Valley, Chief Walpole has also 
served in several County and State-wide posi-
tions, bringing his experience and leadership 
to others in law enforcement and government. 

Chief Walpole has also been the recipient of 
many awards and recognitions, including the 
Exchange Club Officer of the Year in 1973 
and 1983; the Meritorious Service Award from 
the Scotts Valley City Council in 1989 for his 
efforts during the 1989 Loma Prieta earth-
quake which devastated many parts of Santa 
Cruz County; and was named as the Scotts 
Valley Chamber of Commerce Man of the 
Year in 1989. 
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