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Commission was among the first to suggest
not as rhetoric but as a real possibility the
holding of free and fair elections, tearing down
the Berlin Wall, and beginning a new world
order in Europe.

Of course, Mr. Speaker, those of us on the
Commission knew that the fall of communism
would give rise to new problems, namely the
extreme nationalism which communism swept
under the rug of repression rather than neu-
tralized with democratic antiseptic. Still, none
of us fully anticipated what was to come in the
1990s. It was a decade of democratic achieve-
ment, but it nevertheless witnessed the worst
violations of Helsinki principles and provisions,
including genocide in Bosnia-Herzegovina and
brutal conflicts elsewhere in the Balkans as
well as in Chechnya, the Caucuses and Cen-
tral Asia, with hundreds of thousands innocent
civilians killed and millions displaced. Again, it
was the Commission which helped keep these
tragedies on the U.S. foreign policy agenda,
holding hearings, visiting war zones and advo-
cating an appropriately active and decisive
U.S. response. In the face of such serious
matters, too many sought to blame history and
even democracy, equated victim with aggres-
sor and fecklessly abandoned the principles
upon which Helsinki was based. Again the
Commission, on a bipartisan basis in dialogue
with different Administrations, took strong
issue with such an approach. Moreover, with
our distinguished colleague, CHRISTOPHER
SMITH of New Jersey, taking his turn as Chair-
man during these tragic times, the Commis-
sion took on a new emphasis in seeking jus-
tice for victims, providing much needed hu-
manitarian relief and supporting democratic
movements in places like Serbia for the sake
of long-term stability and the future of the peo-
ple living there.

In this new decade, Mr. Speaker, the Com-
mission has remained actively engaged on the
issues of the time. Corruption and organized
crime, trafficking of women and children into
sexual slavery, new attacks on religious liberty

and discrimination in society, particularly
against Romani populations in  Europe,
present new challenges. Senator BEN

NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL of Colorado, the latest
Commission Chairman, has kept the Commis-
sion current and relevant. In addition, there
continue to be serious problem areas or wide-
spread or systemic violations of OSCE stand-
ards in countries of the Balkans, Central Asia
and the Caucuses, or reversals of the democ-
ratization process as in Belarus. The Commis-
sion was born in the Cold War, but its true
mission—the struggle for human rights, demo-
cratic government and the rule of law—re-
mains as important now as it was then. It re-
mains an essential element for true security
and stability in the world, as well as, to para-
phrase Helsinki, for the free and full develop-
ment of the individual person, from whose in-
herent dignity human rights ultimately derive.
To conclude, Mr. Speaker, | wish to erase
any illusion | have given in my praise for the
Helsinki Commission on its first quarter of a
century that it had single-handedly vanquished
the Soviet empire or stopped the genocidal
policies of Slobodan Milosevic. No, this did not
occur, and our own efforts pale in comparison
to the courage and risk-taking of human rights
activists in the countries concerned. But |
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would assert, Mr. Speaker, that the wheels of
progress turn through the interaction of numer-
ous cogs, and the Commission has been one
of those cogs, maybe with some extra grease.
The Commission certainly was the vehicle
through which the United States Government
was able to bring the will of the American peo-
ple for morality and human rights into Euro-
pean diplomacy.

To those who were in the Soviet gulag, or
in Ceausescu’s Romania as a recent acquaint-
ance there relayed to me with much emotion,
the fact that some Americans and others were
out there, speaking on their behalf, gave them
the will to survive those dark days, and to con-
tinue the struggle for freedom. Many of those
voices were emanating in the non-govern-
mental community, groups like Amnesty Inter-
national, Freedom House and Human Rights
Watch. Through the Helsinki Commission, the
voice of the United States Congress was
heard as well, and | know that all of my col-
leagues who have been on the Commission or
worked with it are enormously proud of that
fact.

——————
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of a very fine man, Mr.
James V. Psenicka, for his dedicated years of
service and countless contributions to the
community.

Mr. Psenicka was born in Maple Heights to
Czech immigrants who met and married in the
United States. The family then moved to
Streetsboro to purchase land. Mr. Psenicka
graduated from Kent State High School in
1950 and immediately joined the staff of “The
Neighborhood News” where he served as a
reporter and advertising salesman. He soon
earned his bachelors degree in journalism
from Kent State University in 1955.

Mr. Psenicka assumed the role of owner
and publisher of “The Neighborhood News” in
1961 after serving in the U.S. Navy Air force
in Guam. As publisher, Mr. Psenicka cam-
paigned for cleaner air and strict anti-pollution
regulation. He fought for countless causes to
make life better for hard-working Czech and
Polish-American readers. Under his leader-
ship, the newspaper was named Best Weekly
Newspaper by the Neighborhood and Commu-
nity Press Association of Greater Cleveland in
1999.

Although his commitment to “The Neighbor-
hood News” earned the newspaper countless
awards and honors, Mr. Psenicka kept family
and friends first. He enjoyed traveling with his
wife and three sons to Canada, Greece, Eu-
rope, and many other places. He relished
boating and gardening. You would often see
Mr. Psenicka off the coast of Lake Erie fishing.

Mr. Psensicka also had an incredible dedi-
cation to his local community. He served as a
member of Karlin Hall on Fleet Avenue and
the Small Business Advisory Council to the
U.S. Congress. In addition, Mr. Psenicka
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served as a dedicated member to the Kiwanis
Club of South East Cleveland, the world’s
largest service organization.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
memory of Mr. James V. Psenicka, a man that
has touched the Cleveland and world commu-
nity in many ways. His love, dedication, and
honor will be greatly missed.

—————
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2217) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2002, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. WATKINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of H.R. 2217, the Interior Appropria-
tions Act for Fiscal Year 2002. Among the
components of that act is funding for the De-
partment of Energy’s Office of Fossil Energy
and its program of oil and natural gas re-
search and development. Few among us un-
derstand what an important role oil and natural
gas research and development plays in our
nation’s ability to produce critical quantities of
those resources for our domestic consump-
tion.

| would like to introduce into the RECORD
today one of the recommendations contained
in a report of the Interstate Oil and Gas Com-
pact Commission (IOGCC) entitled A Depend-
ent Nation: How Federal Oil and Natural Gas
Policy is Eroding America’s Economic Inde-
pendence. This report contains the IOGCC
governors’ own set of recommendations for a
national oil and natural gas policy. It is my
hope that this information will help explain why
federally funded oil and natural gas research
and development is so vitally important to this
country.

RECOMMENDATION 2: PROMOTE THE EXPANSION
OF RESEARCH TO RECOVER DOMESTIC OIL
AND GAS RESOURCES

This far-reaching recommendation encom-
passes a number of initiatives designed to
ensure the nation’s reserves are fully devel-
oped. First, to make informed decisions re-
garding the nation’s energy future, the pub-
lic must have definitive information on the
actual domestic petroleum resource.

For example, there are vast known re-
serves of oil in the United States. The IOGCC
estimates that 351 billion barrels will remain
in the ground after conventional recovery
technologies have been applied.

In addition, there are oil and natural gas
reserves located on private and public lands
and offshore that have not been analyzed or
catalogued. Some of these reserves may exist
in environmentally sensitive areas or in dif-
ficult-to-access locations that would require
extraordinary exploration and production
measures or advanced research to develop.
Therefore, in addition to identifying the en-
tire oil and gas resource base of the country,
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