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Whereas on January 9, 2005, President of
the United States George W. Bush stated
that it was a ‘“historic day for the Pales-
tinian people and for the people of the Mid-
dle East” and that ‘‘Palestinians throughout
the West Bank and Gaza took a key step to-
ward building a democratic future by choos-
ing a new president in elections that observ-
ers described as largely free and fair’’;

Whereas Israel provided important co-
operation with the Palestinian Authority to
enable the holding of this election, including
minimizing delays at checkpoints and rede-
ploying Israeli security forces away from
Palestinian population centers;

Whereas the Palestinian election was an
important step towards democracy for the
Palestinian people and an example to all
those in the region who are striving to
achieve democracy in their own nation;

Whereas during his inaugural speech,
President Abbas stated that ‘“The winner in
these elections is the great Palestinian peo-
ple who have created this democratic epic
and who will safeguard it”’, that ‘“The people
have voted for the rule of law, order, plu-
ralism, the peaceful transfer of authority,
and equality for all”, and further ‘“Let us
start implementing the Roadmap’’;

Whereas these comments build upon Mr.
Abbas’ 1993 statements on the White House
lawn, where he said that a Palestinian state
and an Israeli state could live in ‘‘peaceful
coexistence and cooperation’’;

Whereas the election of Mahmoud Abbas
was hailed around the world as a positive
step opening new opportunities to move to-
ward peace between the Palestinian Author-
ity and Israel;

Whereas the Palestinian election provided
President Abbas with a mandate from the
majority of Palestinians to reject violence
and pursue peace with Israel;

Whereas the extent of cooperation between
the Israelis and Palestinians during the pe-
riod leading up to and including election day
was unprecedented in the past four years and
reflects the potential for future cooperation;

Whereas the election must be followed
quickly by concrete steps on the part of the
new Palestinian President to meet his com-
mitment to reform the Palestinian security
services, establish the rule of law, and do all
in his power to combat terrorism;

Whereas a democratic Palestinian Author-
ity will serve as one of the most important
building blocks for a viable, free, and stable
Palestinian state;

Whereas President Abbas’ success likely
will depend upon his ability to tangibly and
quickly improve the quality of life for Pal-
estinians, and end corruption and violence;

Whereas the United States Government
stands ready to work with the new Pales-
tinian President to facilitate a renewed dia-
logue between the new Palestinian leader-
ship and the Government of Israel with the
goal of achieving through the Performance
Based Roadmap to a Permanent Two-State
Solution to the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
(the ‘“‘Roadmap’), President George W.
Bush’s vision of two states, Israel and Pal-
estine, living side by side in peace;

Whereas the Roadmap, endorsed by the
United States, Israel, the Palestinian Au-
thority, the European Union, Russia, and the
United Nations, remains the only realistic
and widely recognized plan for making
progress toward peace;
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Whereas the policy of the United States is
to work toward a just and peaceful resolu-
tion of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict based
on two democratic states, Israel and Pal-
estine, living side by side in peace and secu-
rity;

Whereas all parties to the Roadmap have
an obligation to urgently provide support for
the Palestinian Authority in its efforts to
confront and fight terror as well as to assist
in the creation of true democratic institu-
tions that will enforce the rule of law; and

Whereas people of all peaceful nations be-
lieve peace between the Palestinian Author-
ity and the state of Israel will have far
reaching positive effects on the entire region
and throughout the world; Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes that, on January 9, 2005, Mr.
Mahmoud Abbas, also known as Abu Mazen,
was elected by the Palestinian people to the
office of President of the Palestinian Author-
ity in what were widely described as free and
fair elections;

(2) recognizes this milestone in the devel-
opment of Palestinian democracy and con-
gratulates President Abbas on his election to
the presidency of the Palestinian Authority;

(3) commends the efforts of the Israeli Gov-
ernment to facilitate the election;

(4) expresses its respect for the freely ex-
pressed will of the Palestinian people, and its
intention to work with President Abbas to
help the Palestinian people realize the op-
portunity for a more peaceful, prosperous fu-
ture;

(5) urges President Abbas and the new Pal-
estinian leadership to abide by its commit-
ments to reform the security services, estab-
lish the rule of law, and press on with the de-
velopment of democratic institutions, in-
cluding an independent judiciary and an em-
powered and democratically elected legisla-
ture;

(6) urges President Abbas to move quickly
to honor his pledges to halt violence and in-
citement against Israel, dismantle terrorist
organizations, and fulfill the Palestinian
Authority’s obligations according to the
terms of the Roadmap;

(7) supports efforts to increase United
States assistance to the Palestinian people
and to help President Abbas rebuild and re-
form the Palestinian Authority’s institu-
tions, as President Abbas takes actions con-
sistent with the Roadmap, so that they may
better serve the Palestinian people;

(8) urges all members of the international
community, particularly all parties to the
Roadmap, to take advantage of this historic
opportunity by providing timely assistance
to the new Palestinian Government as it
moves forward to implement the Roadmap,
to help it build the necessary political, eco-
nomic, and security infrastructure essential
to establishing a viable, democratic state
and improving the lives of the Palestinian
people;

(9) calls upon Arab states in particular to
provide political and financial support to the
Palestinian Authority, to support a complete
end to terrorism against Israel, to end in-
citement against it, and to reach out to the
State of Israel in friendship and full recogni-
tion;

(10) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to the security of Israel as a
democratic, Jewish state, and supports the
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commitment of Israel to fulfill its obliga-
tions under the Roadmap; and

(11) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to the Roadmap including re-
alization of the vision of two democratic
states, Israel and Palestine, living side by
side in peace and security, and looks forward
to working closely with the Executive
Branch to achieve this vision.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 2, 2005

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:15 a.m. on Wednesday,
February 2. I further ask that fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the
morning hour be deemed expired, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved, and at 9:30 a.m. the Senate
proceed to executive session and re-
sume consideration of the nomination
of Alberto Gonzales to be Attorney
General, as provided under the previous
order; provided that at 2:30 p.m. Sen-
ator BYRD be recognized for up to 1
hour.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

PROGRAM

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, to-
morrow the Senate will resume consid-
eration of the nomination of Alberto
Gonzales to be Attorney General. A
number of colleagues spoke on this
nomination today, and we expect a full
day of debate tomorrow as well. Under
the agreement, we will alternate de-
bate in 1-hour blocks throughout the
day. Again, I encourage those Members
who wish to speak on the Gonzales
nomination to contact the chairman
and ranking member of the Judiciary
Committee as soon as possible.

I also remind my colleagues the
President’s State of the Union Address
will be tomorrow evening. Senators are
asked to be in the Senate Chamber by
8:30 tomorrow night in order to proceed
as a body to the House Chamber at 8:40
for the 9 o’clock address.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:15 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. BROWNBACK. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate stand in adjournment under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:52 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, February 2, 2005, at 9:15 a.m.
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