February 2, 2005

| am proud to call John Patrick Maher my
constituent, for he is a shining example of the
promise of the next generation. Indeed, he
represents the best of the young people in our
country. | extend my sincere congratulations to
him and his family, on this momentous occa-
sion.

THE POEM, YOUR SON

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 2, 2005

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, we are all
deeply saddened by the loss of life of our
brave men and women serving in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. While we all understand the need
to spread freedom and democracy throughout
the world, words can barely express the emo-
tions and sorrow felt by the families of those
who have given the ultimate sacrifice.

A constituent of mine recently brought to my
attention a poem that was written in memory
of Sgt. Byron Norwood, USMC, by Gene E.
Blanton. While this poem is in memory of Sgt.
Norwood, | believe that this poem is a fitting
tribute to all servicemen and women who have
fallen in combat. | would like to share this
poem with my fellow colleagues:

YOUR SON

(By Gene E. Blanton)
To the Mothers and the Fathers
Of United States Marines
Who have fought and bled and died
So that freedom’s bell still rings
From the Halls of Montezuma
To the shores of Tripoli
From the alleys of Fallujah
To the frozen Yudam-ni
From the sands of Iwo Jima
To the hills around Khe Sanh
From the smoky hell of Belleau Woods
Your Son fought and won
Your Son battled dictatorships
Communism and tyranny
God’s Son died to make men holy
Your Son died to make men free
There is a debt we owe Your Son
That we can never repay
We owe Your Son more than platitudes
Heard on Veterans or Memorial Day
Your Son is a son of America
One of the Proud and the Few
Your Son volunteered to do the things
Other men would not or could not do
Your Son was Semper Fidelis
Always Faithful to the end was he
Your Son was a shining example
Of what a man is supposed to be
Now Your Son’s been reassigned
To stand guard on Heaven’s streets
And when my tour of duty is over
I know that we will meet
I’'ll thank Your Son for my freedom
For keeping terror on a distant shore
I’'ll thank Your Son for our way of life
And sacrifice he bore
So tonight when you cry out to God
While praying on your knees
Know that He’s a loving God
Who will listen to your pleas

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

To lose Your Son for freedom’s cause
God truly understands

God sent His Son to die for us

So you can see Your Son again

May God continue to bless our solders who
are currently in harm’s way.

————————

FREEDOM FOR ARTURO PEREZ DE
ALEJO RODRIGUEZ

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 2, 2005

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Arturo
Pérez de Alejo Rodriguez, a political prisoner
in totalitarian Cuba.

Mr. Pérez de Alejo is the president of the
Escambray Human Rights Front. Before he
became a pro-freedom advocate in a country
oppressed by a totalitarian tyrant, he work as
a farmer. However, after he realized the true
nature of Castro’s despotic regime, he joined
the pro-democracy movement and began to
advocate for a free and democratic Cuba.

According to Amnesty International, Mr.
Pérez de Alejo was detained in 2003 for hand-
ing out copies of the U.N. Declaration of
Human Rights. Despite being detained, and
knowing full well the brutal consequences that
await those brave men and women that speak
the truth under the nightmare that is the Cas-
tro regime, he continued to advocate for
human rights for the people of Cuba.

Unfortunately, Mr. Pérez de Alejo was ar-
rested on March 18, 2003, as part of Castro’s
heinous island wide crackdown on peaceful,
pro-democracy activists. In a sham trial, he
was sentenced to 20 years in the totalitarian
gulag.

While confined in the inhuman squalor of
the gulag, Amnesty International reports that
Mr. Pérez de Alejo has not been able either to
receive or to send correspondence in the
same way as other prisoners. It has also been
reported that he is suffering from several de-
bilitating diseases in the totalitarian gulag. Let
us be very clear, he is languishing in a hellish
dungeon, unable to communicate with the out-
side world, because he peacefully advocates
for liberty.

Mr. Speaker, it is unconscionable that, in
the 21st century, brave men and women are
chained to filth because of their belief in the
inalienable nature of freedom, and the sanctity
of human rights for every person. My col-
leagues, tonight the democratically elected
leader of the United States of America will de-
liver the State of the Union address to a joint
session of our freely elected Congress. As we
listen to President Bush address our free Na-
tion, let us also remember those who are suf-
fering to secure their own liberties, in their
own countries. We must demand the imme-
diate release of Arturo Pérez de Alejo
Rodriguez and every political prisoner locked
in the dungeons of tyrants.

1441
RIGHT TO LIFE ACT

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 2, 2005

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, today, | am in-
troducing legislation that, if passed, will once
and for all protect our unborn children from
harm. Over 1.3 million abortions are per-
formed in the United States each year and
over 38 million have been performed since
abortion was legalized in 1973. This is a na-
tional tragedy. It is the duty of all Americans
to protect our children—born and unborn. This
bill, the Right to Life Act, would provide blan-
ket protection to all unborn children from the
moment of conception.

In 1973, the United States Supreme Court,
in the landmark case of Roe v. Wade, refused
to determine when human life begins and
therefore found nothing to indicate that the un-
born are persons protected by the Fourteenth
Amendment. In the decision, however, the
Court did concede that, “If the suggestion of
personhood is established, the appellants”
case, of course, collapses, for the fetus’ right
to life would be guaranteed specifically by the
Amendment.” Considering Congress has the
constitutional authority to uphold the Four-
teenth Amendment, coupled by the fact that
the Court admitted that if personhood were to
be established, the unborn would be pro-
tected, it can be concluded that we have the
authority to determine when life begins.

The Right to Life Act does what the Su-
preme Court refused to do in Roe v. Wade
and recognizes the personhood of the unborn
for the purpose of enforcing four important
provisions in the Constitution: (1) Sec. 1 of the
Fourteenth Amendment prohibiting states from
depriving any person of life; (2) Sec. 5 of the
Fourteenth  Amendment providing Congress
the power to enforce, by appropriate legisla-
tion, the provision of this amendment; (3) the
due process clause of the Fifth Amendment,
which concurrently prohibits the Federal Gov-
ernment from depriving any person of life; and
(4) Article I, Section 8, giving Congress the
power to make laws necessary and proper to
enforce all powers in the Constitution.

This legislation will protect millions of future
children by prohibiting any State or Federal
law that denies the personhood of the unborn,
thereby effectively overturning Roe v. Wade. |
firmly believe that life begins at conception
and that the preborn child deserves all the
rights and protections afforded an American
citizen. This measure will recognize the un-
born child as a human being and protect the
fetus from harm. The Right to Life Act will fi-
nally put our unborn children on the same
legal footing as all other persons. | hope my
colleagues will join me in support of this im-
portant effort.
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