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University Founders Day,” with sin-
cere appreciation and appropriate cele-
bration of the significant contributions
the institution has made to the citi-
zens of Missouri and the nation over
the past 100 years.

Southwest Missouri State University
was founded March 17, 1905, in Spring-
field as Missouri State Normal School,
Fourth District, and has ‘“Dared to
Excel” for the past 100 years. The
Southwest Missouri State University
System, including its campuses in West
Plains and Mountain Grove, are cele-
brating the centennial year from July
1, 2004, through June 30, 2005; and

During its 100 years, the institution
has successfully operated under four
names: Missouri State Normal School,
Fourth District; Southwest Missouri
State Teachers College; Southwest
Missouri State College; and Southwest
Missouri State University.

The institution has ‘‘opened the door
of opportunity’ for students for the
past century; and its faculty, staff, and
students have distinguished themselves
in academics, in research, in public
service, and in cocurricular activities.

Since 1995, SMS has been further dis-
tinguished by its statewide public af-
fairs mission and has had a profound
effect on Springfield, southwest Mis-
souri, the entire State, the Nation, and
the world. It has contributed to the
economic development of the region
and the State, impacting the area
economy by nearly $2 million per day.

Southwest Missouri State University
has improved the quality of life for
citizens in Springfield, the region, and
the State and the future is bright for
the 21st century.

I am proud to request that Thursday,
March 17, 2005, be proclaimed ‘‘South-
west Missouri State University Found-
ers Day,” with sincere appreciation
and appropriate celebration of the sig-
nificant contributions the institution
has made to the citizens of Missouri
and the nation over the past 100 years.e

————
TRIBUTE TO BILL SINCLAIR

e Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, today I
pay tribute to William ‘‘Bill”’ Sinclair.
Bill is a cum laude alumnus of St. Mar-
tins College in Olympia, WA and he has
done graduate work in Finance and Ad-
ministration at Emory University in
Atlanta. Bill is currently self-employed
as a consultant in fundraising for
churches and other nonprofit corpora-
tions in the western United States.
Throughout his life, Bill has given his
time generously to worthy causes,
dedicated to the betterment of our
community and nation.

Bill has been heavily involved in the
Colorado Springs community. He is the
past president of Downtown Rotary
Club. He is a 1982 graduate of Citizens’
Goals for Colorado Springs Leadership
Training. He served on the Board of Di-
rectors of CHINS-UP from 1983 to 1987.
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In 1987 the El Paso County Commis-
sioners appointed him to the Board of
Directors of the Pikes Peak Center,
where he served until 1993 and was
chairman of the board. He is past presi-
dent of the board of directors of the
Pioneers Museum Foundation and past
president of the Pikes Peak Chapter of
the Retired Officers Association.

Bill has been active in the political
arena since retiring from the military.
He is a graduate of the Republican
Leadership Program, class of 1990. Bill
is also a member of the El Paso County
Republican Men’s Club, and is a grad-
uate of the Colorado Republican Cam-
paign School. He was elected to the
Colorado House of Representatives in
1996, 1998, 2000 and 2002. Term limits is
the reason he isn’t running again how-
ever, he isn’t about to sit still and do
nothing. The governor recently ap-
pointed him to the State Board of Vet-
erans Affairs. As a member of Veterans
Affairs his goal is to create a veterans
cemetery in El Paso County.

Mr. Sinclair has lived in Colorado
Springs, CO, for 30 years. He and his
family moved there upon retiring from
the United States Air Force as a colo-
nel. He is a command pilot and a com-
bat veteran of three wars—World War
II, Korea and Vietnam. Bill and his
wife, Barbara have two children where
they attended Colorado Springs schools
and Colorado universities. Bill and Bar-
bara have five wonderful grandchildren
and spend as much time with them as
they possibly can.

It is not often that we are able to pay
adequate tribute to our Nation’s com-
munity leaders. I truly believe that
Bill Sinclair is an exemplary citizen
and worthy of our thanks.e

———

RETIREMENT OF HAROLD J.
HOWRIGAN OF FAIRFIELD, VT

e Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am
pleased to take this opportunity to
commend a longtime friend and adviser
who has spent his career in service to
Vermont and American agriculture,
Harold J. Howrigan of Fairfield, VT.
Harold has served the dairy industry
long and well, bringing his farmer’s in-
genuity, common sense and persever-
ance to his efforts. He has served on
the St. Albans Co-operative Board of
Directors since 1981 and at the upcom-
ing 2005 Annual Meeting he will be
stepping down to enjoy time with his
family on their home farm in Fairfield.
Harold, his wife Anne and their sons
operate two farms comprised of over
500 head of cattle, some 1,800 acres of
cropland and forest, including a signifi-
cant maple sugaring operation. Harold
and Anne have opened their home and
the farm to many dairy industry lead-
ers, international dignitaries, govern-
ment officials, co-op customers and, I
daresay, even a campaign commercial
or two along the way. Anyone who has
had the good fortune to visit the
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Howrigans enjoys the beautiful views
and witnesses the hard work and pride
that Harold and his family take in the
stewardship of their farming oper-
ations.

As much as he loves that line of Fair-
field hills, Harold has spent consider-
able time away from his farming oper-
ation serving his community and
Vermont agriculture. Locally, Harold
is active in the St. Patrick’s Church
and the Franklin County Maple Pro-
ducers Co-op. On the State level, he has
served as president of the Green Moun-
tain Dairy Farmers Federation of Co-
operatives and as a director with both
the Vermont Maple Sugar Makers As-
sociation and the Vermont Dairy Pro-
motion Council.

Regionally, Harold was the chair-
person of the Vermont Northeast Inter-
state Dairy Compact Commission. In
fact, Harold’s tireless efforts were a
key force in the establishment and suc-
cessful implementation of the North-
east Interstate Dairy Compact. The
long-standing relationship between
Harold and the Cooperative with the
Vermont Congressional Delegation was
critical in the passage of the Northeast
Interstate Dairy Compact at the na-
tional level which provided stability to
dairy farmer income without adverse
effects on consumers. He has also
served as Chair of the Council of North-
east Farmer Cooperatives.

In addition to championing the Com-
pact, Harold has been active in other
national dairy industry organizations
serving the interests of dairy farmers
beyond Vermont on the U.S. Dairy Ex-
port Council, and the National Milk
Producers Federation. As Chair of the
National Dairy Promotion and Re-
search Board, he was awarded the Rich-
ard E. Ling Award for the distin-
guished service in January of 2001.

The St. Albans Cooperative Creamery
was most fortunate to benefit from
Harold’s leadership over his years as
Director beginning in 1981, and as
board president since 1988. In his 24
years with the Cooperative, Harold has
seen the Cooperative increase in yearly
milk volume to over a billion pounds,
build a partnership with Ben & Jerry’s
ice cream, expand its territory into
New York State, acquire the Inde-
pendent Dairymen’s Association and
develop a strategic relationship with
Dairy Farmers of America and Dairy
Marketing Services.

Throughout his distinguished career,
Harold has remained among my most
trusted advisers on farm policy. I know
that I can always count on him to pro-
vide the unvarnished truth, based on
experience forged on a Vermont dairy
farm with its tradition of hard work,
common sense, simplicity, love of fam-
ily and service to community, state
and country. I join countless
Vermonters and Americans as we all
thank Harold for his years of service
and consider myself fortunate to call
him my friend.e
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