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Cadmus was referring to the portion of the
proposed budget that would double the co-
payment charge to many veterans for pre-
scription drugs and would require some to
pay a new fee of $250 a year to use their own
their own health care system.

“Is the goal of these legislative initiatives
to drive those veterans paying for their
health care away from the system designed
to serve veterans?”’ Cadmus asked. ‘“The
President is asking Congress to make ‘health
care poaching’ legal in the world’s largest
health care delivery system.”’

“When the President first came to Wash-
ington, among his first official acts was to
triple the prescription co-payment from $2 to
$7,” Cadmus said. ‘‘Once again, the President
wants to double the co-payment and fortu-
nately, Congress has wisely rejected that
proposal. Making veterans pay for timely ac-
cess to quality health care is wrong.”

This is the third year in a row the Presi-
dent has attempted to establish an enroll-
ment fee for those veterans making co-pay-
ments and third-party reimbursements to
the VA.

“Many of these veterans are Medicare-eli-
gible and already paying the federal govern-
ment for their part A and B coverage, so why
should they have to pay an additional enroll-
ment fee? VA can’t even bill Medicare,” Cad-
mus said. ‘‘Other veterans with private
health insurance make co-payments and
then VA is reimbursed for services. Again,
why should they be forced to pay an addi-
tional $250 to go to VA medical facilities?”’

“During my visits to VA hospitals, I have
not run into Bill Gates, Donald Trump, or
Ross Perot seeking care. I see mostly vet-
erans—many on small fixed incomes—trying
to make ends meet and exercising their very
best health care option.” Cadmus observed.

‘“Veterans’ health care is an ongoing ex-
pense of war,” he added. ‘“You don’t thank
veterans for serving their country and then
tell them, ‘By the way, better not get wound-
ed or you’ll have to pay extra for your health
care.” This is offensive to every veteran in
America. That is why this government must
move VA health care out from under the um-
brella of discretionary spending to manda-
tory spending,” Cadmus stressed.

The American Legion has requested a $3.5
billion increase in health care spending in
FY 2006. The President is proposing $9.5 bil-
lion in foreign aid, about $2.1 billion more
than the current level.

‘““As young Americans in uniform battle
terrorism in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as
119 other countries, it is incomprehensible
that our veterans will pay for the shortfall
in VA health care funding from their own
pockets as tax dollars flow out the back door
of America,” Cadmus said.

“We reminded the President of our posi-
tion on veterans’ health care needs during
his campaign and I personally testified on
the issue on Capitol Hill last September,”
Cadmus added. ‘‘Our budget request is very
realistic when you consider the Secretary
has slammed the door in the face of hundreds
of thousands of veterans eligible, but cur-
rently forbidden from seeking quality care
from VA.”

“The current appropriations process is bro-
ken and is not adequately funding VA med-
ical care,” Cadmus said. ‘‘President George
W. Bush’s Task Force to Improve Health
Care Delivery for Our Nation’s Veterans on
May 26, 2003, identified the mismatch be-
tween demand and funding as a major obsta-
cle in meeting the nation’s commitment to
veterans. The American Legion and nine
other veterans’ organizations believe the an-
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swer lies in changing VA health care funding
from discretionary to mandatory appropria-
tion.”

‘““No active-duty service member in harm’s
way should ever have to question the na-
tion’s commitment to veterans. This is the
wrong message at the wrong time to the
wrong constituency.

———

OPPOSITION TO AN ANTI-SECES-
SION LAW PROPOSED BY THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, today
| rise in strong opposition to an Anti-Secession
Law that is being proposed by the People’s
Republic of China. While some positive devel-
opments in cross-strait relations between
China and Taiwan have occurred recently, the
consideration of an Anti-Secession Law by
Beijing threatens to disrupt the status-quo. Re-
cently, an agreement was reached by both
governments to allow historic non-stop charter
flights between the People’s Republic of China
and Taiwan during February’s Lunar New
Year holiday. And the arrival on February 1 of
a delegation from China to pay their respects
to the late negotiator Koo Chen-fu, former
Chairman of the Straits Exchange Foundation,
has been a welcome development as well.
Unfortunately, China’s National People’s Con-
gress Standing Committee is considering a bill
that is expected to set up a legal framework
to provide for the incorporation of Taiwan by
China. This legislation, however, could be in-
terpreted to legally require Beijing to move
unilaterally against Taiwan in the event Beijing
construed any acts or statements by Taipei as
a move toward independence.

| have deep reservations about an Anti-Se-
cession Law. Beijing until now has considered
Taiwan to be a part of China but has refrained
from attempting to legally extend its sov-
ereignty over it. While this position leaves
some flexibility for negotiations on unification,
| fear that the enactment of this new measure
will restrict the debate. In addition, there would
also be great uncertainty among the thou-
sands of Taiwanese who work on the main-
land. Would Taiwanese businessmen in China
run the risk of being jailed for actions inter-
preted as being supportive of Taiwanese au-
thorities? Reactions from Taiwan to the pro-
posed law have been universally negative
among all of Taiwan’s political parties and
leaders. At a time when the differences be-
tween Beijing and Taipei can best be resolved
through dialogue, the enactment of this legis-
lation would make the resumption of these ne-
gotiations more difficult and inevitably increase
tensions in the Taiwan Strait.

Both the People’s Republic of China and
Taiwan have a vital interest in maintaining
peace in the region. My hope is that China will
not enact an Anti-Secession Law or take any
step, for that matter, which might prompt a
confrontation in the Taiwan Strait.
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PROMOTING HEART HEALTH

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, heart disease is
the leading cause of death for all Americans—
more than 70 million Americans, one in four,
suffers from heart disease, stroke or another
cardiovascular disease. For women, heart dis-
ease is responsible for more deaths than the
next seven causes of death combined, includ-
ing all forms of cancer. And shockingly, only 8
percent of women think that heart disease is
a major personal concern.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to help get the
message out, to call attention to heart health
and to encourage men and women to learn
about the signs and causes of cardiovascular
disease. This past Friday, the American Heart
Association sponsored “Go Red for Women”
day to raise awareness and help women take
back control of their personal health. Women
in particular must educate themselves to know
the risk factors they can control: diabetes,
blood pressure, tobacco use, cholesterol, ex-
ercise and obesity. One in ten American
women aged 45 to 64 and one in four Amer-
ican women aged 64 or older has some form
of heart disease. Those numbers are way too
high.

As the family gatekeeper, women do more
than just improve their own health—they can
put children and families on the path to a life-
time of good heart health. Childhood obesity
and diabetes are pandemic in the U.S.—it's a
trend we must stop by making sure our fami-
lies are eating healthy and getting physical ac-
tivity. These simple but important steps will
mean a great deal to the future health of our
families and our nation.

Mr. Speaker, | know you will join me in en-
couraging all Americans to contact the Amer-
ican Heart Association to find out the informa-
tion that can save their lives.

TRIBUTE TO HELEN MAYHAK
HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Helen Mayhak who regretfully
passed away recently at the age of 91. A
dedicated and selfless woman, Helen’s charity
and work throughout the community made
Southwest Michigan an even greater place to
live and grow.

For the last 40 years Helen served the Hart-
ford community as township clerk, making her
one of Michigan’s longest-tenured officials. A
lifelong resident of Berrien County, Helen was
an active member in her community. Whether
she was serving hot lunches to students in our
public schools, working with the Boy Scouts of
America, or assisting in our local hospitals,
Helen did her part to improve the lives of ev-
eryone she encountered. As a member of the
Van Buren Republican Party, she was hon-
ored as the Van Buren Republican of the
Year.
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Helen will be remembered for her commit-
ment to the betterment of the lives of those
she served. We will certainly miss her enthu-
siasm and passion that she brought to her
work each and every day.

On behalf of the Sixth District of Michigan,
our prayers and sincere regards go out to Hel-
en’s family and friends—she will certainly be
deeply missed.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| received Unanimous Consent for an excused
absence for February 1, 2005 and the balance
of the week on account of family medical rea-
sons, | witnessed the birth of my first grand-
child Lauren Elissa Hewlett and | ask Unani-
mous Consent to include this personal expla-
nation in the RECORD.

On February 1, 2005, | was unable to be
present for Rollcall votes #14 and #15, and on
February 2, 2005, | was unable to be present
for Rollcall votes #16, #17, #18, and #19.

On Rollcall vote #14, a Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Agree to H. Res. 23 “Honoring
the contributions of Catholic schools,” | would
have voted “Yea.”

On Rollcall vote #15, a Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Pass H.R. 120, “To designate
the facility of the United States Postal Service
located at 30777 Rancho California Road at
Temecula, California, as the Dalip Singh
Saund Post Office Building,” | would have
voted “Yea.”

On Rollcall vote #16, agreeing to the Reso-
lution H. Con. Res. 36, “Expressing the con-
tinued support of Congress for equal access
of military recruiters to institutions of higher
education,” | would have voted “Yea.”

On Rollcall vote #17, a Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Agree to H. Res. 56, “Com-
mending the Palestinian people for conducting
a free and fair presidential election on January
9, 2005, and for other purposes,” | would have
voted “Yea.”

On Rollcall vote #18, a Motion to Suspend
the Rules and Agree to H. Res. 57, “Express-
ing the strong concern of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the European Union may end
its embargo against the Peoples Republic of
China,” | would have voted “Yea.”

On Rollcall vote #19, agreeing to the Reso-
lution H. Res. 60, “Relating to the free election
in Irag held on January 30, 2005,” | would
have voted “Yea.”

THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent’s budget is a blueprint of his priorities. A
way of showing what direction he wants to
move the country. Based on the last four
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years, it is no surprise that the President’s
budget is more of the same: continued tax
cuts for the wealthy paid for by slashing pro-
grams that Americans depend on.

While the President has urged a return to
fiscal discipline, he has been more of a culprit
than a savior. This year's budget continues to
move in the wrong direction, and the FY 2006
deficit will likely be the largest in history. The
President’s projected deficit is not even a
credible accounting, as the budget completely
omits the President’'s own plans for tax cuts,
Social Security privatization, and fighting the
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. These programs
alone will cost trillions of dollars over the next
decade.

The President says spending cuts are nec-
essary to keep the deficit from increasing even
more. This is only half accurate. Without the
tax cuts enacted since 2001, our nation’s fis-
cal health would be much rosier, and the
President would not be asking the neediest
and most vulnerable Americans to sacrifice.

With control of the White House and both
Houses of Congress, this blueprint shows
America the real Republican agenda. They
want to cut Medicaid by $60 billion over ten
years and put more of the burden on states
and the 45 million Americans who do not have
health insurance. They want to eliminate 48
education programs that provide assistance
with vocational education, education tech-
nology, and civic education. And they want us
to fall $12 billion further behind in our commit-
ments under No Child Left Behind, handing an
unfunded mandate to states and short-
changing our teachers and students.

While the Department of Homeland Security
receives ark overall increase in funding, the
President proposes cutting FIRE grants by 30
percent and first responder funding by 10 per-
cent, in addition to a 42 percent cut for the
hugely successful COPS program. How does
this budget make us safer?

Perhaps most egregiously during this time
of war, the President wants to impose new
fees and increase copayments for veterans’
health care, adding an undue burden to those
who have served their country so honorably.

| urge my colleagues to join me in returning
fiscal responsibility to the budgetary process
and creating a realistic blueprint that meets
the needs of the American people, not just the
President’s wealthiest supporters.

———————

HONORING JOE F. COLVIN ON THE
OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. JOE BARTON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to recognize
Joe F. Colvin, who is retiring as president and
chief executive officer of the Nuclear Energy
Institute (NEI). Over his long and distinguished
career, Mr. Colvin has played a key role in en-
suring that America will continue to enjoy the
benefits of nuclear energy.

Mr. Colvin began his career more than 40
years ago as a submarine officer in the U.S.
Navy. After leaving the Navy, he held many
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different leadership positions in the nuclear
energy industry.

Over the past nine years as head of NEI,
Mr. Colvin has led the industry through a pe-
riod of extraordinary change. When he began,
the future of nuclear energy was by no means
certain as many expected that most of Amer-
ica’s reactors would close.

Recent events have proven dramatically dif-
ferent. Today, our country’s 103 reactors are
essential to the stability of our electricity sup-
ply and our clean air. Instead of closing, reac-
tors are renewing their licenses and extending
their operation. Now, several companies have
begun to explore possibilities for licensing new
nuclear power plants in the United States.
This transformation is a testament to Mr.
Colvin’s vision and diligence.

Mr. Colvin has testified numerous times be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Commerce
and other congressional committees, and has
represented his industry well. In doing so, he
has guided important policy initiatives, ad-
vanced numerous regulatory and legislative
issues and cultivated a favorable investor cli-
mate for the industry that NEI represents.

Mr. Colvin’s dedication and commitment to
the industry he served will be missed, as will
his enthusiasm and good nature. He will be
missed also by his many friends in Congress.
Hence, | extend to him best wishes for his re-
tirement, and on behalf of the House of Rep-
resentatives, thank him for his contributions.

———

DR. H.D. “DAVE” LUCK, A MAN OF
HONOR

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the life and legacy of Dr. H.D.
“Dave” Luck, a statesman, a leader, a vet-
eran, and a true gentleman who passed away
on January 3, 2005 in Arkansas at the age of
79. Dr. Luck was a man who, in deed and ac-
tion, distinguished himself as someone who
set forth to make Arkansas a better place to
live as a champion for civil rights and higher
education.

Born in 1925 in New York City, Dr. Luck
graduated from Bates College in Maine in
1945, and earned his M.D. degree from Case
Western Reserve University School of Medi-
cine in Cleveland. After doing post graduate
work in medical education at the United States
Naval School of Aviation Medicine in Florida,
and at University Hospital in Little Rock, Dr.
Luck eventually settled in Arkadelphia where
he founded the Arkadelphia Medical Clinic in
1979.

Dr. Luck began a life of public service in
Arkadelphia, where he served as President of
General Industries Corporation from 1962 until
1968, the Arkadelphia Chamber of Commerce,
and the Arkadelphia Kiwanis Club. He was
awarded the Junior Chamber of Commerce
Distinguished Award in 1963.

Dr. Luck continued an inspiring career of
public service on the state as Chair of the
Democratic Party. In 1964, he chaired the
Committee for Voter Registration. Dr. Luck’s
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