February 10, 2005

President Bush has made the strengthening
of Social Security now and for generations to
come a top priority. Americans are showing
their willingness to explore new ideas to
strengthen this vital program, since the old
ways must be improved upon for future gen-
erations. Now is the time for a straight-for-
ward, honest and realistic discussion about
the future of Social Security. The longer we
wait to address the coming crisis, the more
difficult and expensive the job will be down the
line.

From the time of Social Security’s enact-
ment until today, the history of the program’s
evolution has demonstrated that while every-
body has his or her own ideas on how to
strengthen the program, progress toward that
goal is only achieved through bipartisan co-
operation. It's long past time for us to lay all
our best thoughts on the table and work to-
gether to build on our success to make a
stronger Social Security system that is an
asset to all and not a liability to our children
and grandchildren.

———

HONORING HENRIETTA SMITH AND
NINA KLEIN

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 10, 2005

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to cele-
brate the lives and the upcoming birthdays on
February 14 of two outstanding Texas women,
Henrietta C. Smith of Greenville, Texas, in the
Fourth Congressional District, and her twin
sister, Nina Lee Klein of Garland. Henrietta
and Nina will celebrate their 85th birthdays
with a family reunion in Austin, and | join their
children, grandchildren, and many friends in
recognition of this joyous occasion.

Henrietta and Nina have been excellent role
models for their families and for young people
who have known them. Henrietta obtained
bachelor's and master's degrees from Texas
A&M University at Commerce and also at-
tended Miss Hickey’s Secretarial School in St.
Louis, MO. A resident of Greenville for 54
years, she retired as a vocational counselor
from Greenville High School in 1988. Prior to
that, she was a guidance counselor at Green-
ville Junior High School and a sixth grade
teacher at Bowie Elementary School. She re-
mains active in the community, as an elder at
Grace Presbyterian Church, past president
and annual book sale volunteer for the Amer-
ican Association of University Women, and
past president of the Greenville Area Retired
Teachers and School Employees Association.

Nina also has been active in her church as
well as various women’s groups and is a life-
long homemaker. Although legally blind
throughout her life, Nina graduated from Mary-
ville University in St. Louis with a degree in
sociology—a significant accomplishment—and
has been a productive and active member of
her community.

Henrietta was married to the late Wilson
Smith, who died in 1968. They have three chil-
dren—Charlotte Wright of Davidsonville, MD,
Marsha Smith of Pahrump, NV, and Edward
Smith of Fairfield, TX, as well as four grand-
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children. Nina lost her husband, Walter Klein,
in 1995. Their daughter, Barbara Klein, lives in
Garland.

Although these sisters live 50 miles apart,
they still see each other several times each
month. As they celebrate their 85th birthday
on Valentine’s Day, February 14, with their
family, | want to take this opportunity in the
House of Representatives to extend my best
wishes to Henrietta C. Smith and Nina Lee
Klein for a wonderful celebration and recog-
nize their many contributions to their families
and their communities.

———

BILL TO ASSURE ADEQUATE
FUNDING FOR BORDER SECU-
RITY AGENTS

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 10, 2005

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce a simple, straightforward bill
to ensure that as the architects of the Intel-
ligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act
of 2004, we keep our promises regarding bor-
der security to the American people, the 9/11
Families who fought so tirelessly for passage
of that legislation, and the members of the 9/
11 Commission.

By architects, | am referring to Members of
the House and Senate—both Democrat and
Republican—who fought for Intel Reform and
voted overwhelmingly to see that bill become
law. | am also referring to the President, who
signed that legislation into law on December
17, 2004.

Border security is not some esoteric term of
art created by a bunch of lawyers writing com-
plicated pieces of legislation that laymen will
never understand. Border security means ex-
actly what it says: secure our borders to pre-
vent those who should not enter America from
entering America. We wrote a good piece of
legislation that prescribed additional funding
for what we all agreed was needed—addi-
tional border security agents to implement our
border security plan. We can write all the laws
we want, but without boots on the ground in
the place where we need them the most we
cannot win the battle. This is as true in border
security as it is in war.

| commend my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle for passing Intel Reform last Con-
gress. It was a tiresome fight well worth the
result. It was not perfect, but the legislation
signed into law by President Bush took a great
leap forward to protect our American families
and communities.

That bill included a provision to add 2,000
border security agents every year for five
years beginning in 2006. In order for that to
happen, the President would need to budget
for 2,000 additional agents in the budget he
submitted this week to Congress and Con-
gress would need to appropriate that money to
the Department of Homeland Security. Only
two months after signing Intel Reform into law,
this Administration has budgeted for only 10
percent of the border security agents we
agreed were necessary.

| am introducing this bill to ensure that this
legislative body keeps its word to the Amer-
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ican people to provide 100 percent of the bor-
der security protection we decreed to be nec-
essary. | urge House and Senate leadership to
bring this bill to the floor immediately to rectify
this discrepancy. | urge my colleagues to join
me in funding this important priority and put-
ting the boots on the ground where we said
we need them to ensure our borders are se-
cure.

——————

CONGRATULATING NANCY TIPPINS
ON THE OCCASION OF HER RE-
TIREMENT

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 10, 2005

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a dear friend and colleague who
recently retired from Capitol Hill after three
decades of exemplary service.

Nancy Tippins, a native of Auburn, Ala-
bama, and graduate of Auburn University, first
came to Washington, DC, in 1975 and accept-
ed a position as legislative assistant on the
staff of my predecessor, Representative Jack
Edwards. Following Jack’s retirement in 1984,
Nancy was hired by my immediate prede-
cessor, Representative Sonny Callahan, as his
legislative director.

During her tenure with Sonny, Nancy be-
came an invaluable member of the legislative
team, a role made even more important in
1994 with Sonny’s appointment as chairman
of the House Appropriations Committee’s Sub-
committee on Foreign Operations, Export Fi-
nancing, and Related Programs. She quickly
developed a thorough and extensive knowl-
edge of subcommittee operations and the ap-
propriations process, and during Sonny’s
chairmanship became an integral part of the
team drafting each year’s Foreign Operations
appropriations bill.

Nancy’s hard work and dedication to her
colleagues and to the people of south Ala-
bama won her wide admiration from Members
and staff alike, and she developed a strong
and well-deserved reputation for being a team
player and a reliable source for assistance
and information.

It would be difficult to adequately describe
the tremendous gifts and skill Nancy brought
to our office in Washington. Admired by mem-
bers and staff on both sides of the aisle, she
brought great levels of knowledge to the job
and displayed tremendous dedication to the
residents of Alabama’s First Congressional
District. As my legislative director for the past
two years, | found my new job as a member
of this chamber made much easier as a result
of the breadth of knowledge Nancy pos-
sessed. Having worked side-by-side with her
for twenty years, it was not hard for me to de-
velop a deep and genuine respect for Nancy
and for her long string of professional suc-
cesses. It is due in large part to Nancy Tippins
that my first term continued what has become
a time-honored tradition of dedicated public
service for the people for south Alabama.

Mr. Speaker, while the retirement of Nancy
Tippins marks a tremendous loss for my office
and for her many friends in Washington, DC,
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