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our children and grandchildren that
end up becoming less independent as a
nation because of these deficits as we
see one industry after another decline.
The President’s trade deficits and
budget deficits are setting these all-
time records.

I ask myself, in the major sector of
deficit, which is oil, when is America
going to wake up? When are we going
to have real leadership here in Wash-
ington for new sources of energy so
that these numbers stop heading in a
downward direction? Dependence is not
what America’s founders had in mind.
They did not envision an America in
hock to the world. We want an America
that is strong and independent, not
saddled with debt and beholden to for-
eign banks.

It is time to tell our President to
stop; stop letting our trade partners
walk all over us; stop negotiating trade
deals like CAFTA that hurt our work-
ers and give workers in other places no
chance to improve their lot when there
are no labor standards and environ-
mental standards that are enforceable;
stop trading away America’s economic
future. America needs a positive eco-
nomic future that will help create good
jobs, new wealth and new opportunity,
not the Bush administration’s bank-
rupt trade and fiscal policies that send
our jobs overseas, our wealth to banks
in Beijing and Saudi Arabia, to whom
we now owe interest, and the bill for
all this nonsense to our children and
grandchildren.

————

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT RAY
RANGEL’S SERVICE AND ULTI-
MATE SACRIFICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the exceptional service
of Staff Sergeant Ray Rangel and the
ultimate sacrifice he paid to the coun-
try.

Ray Rangel had hopes of returning
home this Valentine’s Day. Unfortu-
nately, a heroic act prevented this
from happening. He was part of the
Seventh Civil Engineering Squadron
that was ordered to stay in Iraq. At age
29, Ray had been in Iraq since Sep-
tember and was proud to be part of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom.

Staff Sergeant Ray Rangel’s ultimate
sacrifice for his country devastated his
parents, Federico and Priscilla Rangel.
He was their only son and he acknowl-
edged to them that if anything ever
happened to him while he was overseas,
to remember that he was doing what he
loved to do and, that is, helping people.

A San Antonio native, Ray had at-
tended South San Antonio High School
and was a defensive back on the high
school football team. He was well liked
by all who met him. His sense of humor
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and his habit of cracking jokes earned
him the nickname ‘‘Crazy Ray’’ among
his teammates. After high school, Ray
married his high school sweetheart,
Selena, and together they had three
sons and a daughter. Despite their busy
schedules, Ray coached his oldest son’s
youth football team while Selena
coached the cheerleaders for their
daughter. Their three sons are now
ages 7 to 11 and their daughter is now
5 years old.

Federico and Cynthia remember Ray
as a devoted son and father. Through
his own example, Ray taught his chil-
dren of respect, discipline and service.
Two years ago when Cynthia had to
have surgery, Ray took leave in order
to spend time and take care of her. In
his spare time he would often take
friends and family on fishing and hunt-
ing outings.

Growing up in a family with a his-
tory of military service, Ray enlisted
in the Air Force soon after his high
school graduation in 1994. This year
would have been his 11th year serving
in the U.S. Air Force. Ray had consid-
ered going to college after serving out
his first enlistment contract. However,
he found the Air Force to be such a re-
warding experience and the people so
inviting that he decided to re-enlist
and serve in the Air Force as a lifelong
career.

Ray was well aware of the dangers
that he would have to endure during
his time in Iraq. He had to deal with
being away from his family and friends.
It was especially hard since Ray had to
spend Thanksgiving and Christmas
apart from his family and his wife and
his young children for the first time.
To cope with tough times, Ray would
often make jokes to his family while
he was away, saying that he was one of
the lucky ones.

A firefighter based at Dyess Air
Force Base near Abilene, Texas, Ray
lost his life trying to rescue fellow sol-
diers that had fallen into a canal while
their particular Humvee flipped over.
Ray’s mother was told that her son was
the first to jump in the water to help
the soldiers, and his selflessness in this
act demonstrates the best a person can
be.

Ray Rangel is the first Air Force
member from South Texas Kkilled in
Iraq. He is also the ninth U.S. service
member from the San Antonio area and
the 42nd from South Texas Kkilled in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Ray’s parents remember that despite
criticism leveled at President Bush
over the U.S. occupation of Iraq, Ran-
gel did not want his family to be bitter
if he got hurt or killed. He would often
remind his family that he loved his
country and he wanted to serve the
best that he could.

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to have
had this time to honor Staff Sergeant
Ray Rangel, a true hero that exempli-
fies the noblest qualities of the human
spirit.
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EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take the time of
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. EMAN-
UEL).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

WAR FUNDING ACCOUNTABILITY
ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CARDOZA)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
express my support for the War Fund-
ing Accountability Act, a bill that has
been endorsed by the Blue Dog Coali-
tion, a group of moderate to conserv-
ative Democrats with reputations for
being fiscal and defense hawks. The
members of the Blue Dog Coalition are
some of the most pro-defense, pro-mili-
tary Members of Congress, from either
party. We are dedicated to seeing our
troops achieve success in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and we applaud the Iraqi
people for their recent election success.

The War Funding Accountability
Act, sponsored by the gentleman from
California (Mr. THOMPSON), is about
those troops, the dedicated men and
women of the United States Armed
Forces who put their lives on the line
every single day to defend our way of
life.

Mr. Speaker, I believe, as people
across our Nation believe, that we
must provide our men and women in
uniform the resources they need to
complete their mission as safely and
securely as possible. Our military has
performed brilliantly, protecting civil-
ians, maintaining order and promoting
democracy while facing threats and
guerilla-style attacks every single day.
My support for our troops is unwaver-
ing, and for that reason I have sup-
ported the supplemental requests that
have come before this Congress. How-
ever, the job of Congress is to make
sure that the money we are spending in
Iraq is going to the appropriate places,
going to our troops to keep our Na-
tion’s sons and daughters out of harm’s
way. We must make sure this job gets
done right and gets done as soon as hu-
manly possible.

So until all of our troops are with-
drawn from Iraq, we need an accurate
accounting method of where the money
is being spent so that we can make
sure our soldiers are adequately
equipped and prepared. Accountability
is not only patriotic, it is often deter-
mining of success or failure. If our
troops do not have proper equipment,
such as vehicles without armor plating,
rather than them scrounging for scrap
metal for do-it-yourself armor plating,
we as Members of Congress can and
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