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LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to legislative session.

————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 397 AND S. 403

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I under-
stand there are two bills at the desk. I
ask for their first reading en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 397) to prohibit civil liability ac-
tions from being brought or continued
against manufacturers, distributors, dealers,
or importers of firearms or ammunition for
damages, injunctive or other relief resulting
from the misuse of their products by others.

A bill (S. 403) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit taking minors
across State lines in circumvention of laws
requiring the involvement of parents in abor-
tion decisions.

Mr. FRIST. I now ask for their sec-
ond reading and, in order to place the
bills on the calendar under the provi-
sions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bills will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

——————

DESIGNATING FEBRUARY 25, 2005,
AS NATIONAL MPS AWARENESS
DAY

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 57, which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will state the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 57) designating Feb-
ruary 25, 2005, as National MPS Awareness
Day.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce a resolution recog-
nizing February 25 as ‘“‘National MPS
Day.” This resolution enjoys strong bi-
partisan support in the Senate. I am
also pleased that a similar resolution is
being introduced this week in the
House of Representatives.

MPS, or Mucopolysaccharidosis, is a
devastating disease that affects thou-
sands of families in this country. Most
often diagnosed in young children,
MPS patients lack certain enzymes to
break down complex carbohydrates in
their bodies. These complex carbo-
hydrates then are stored throughout
the patient’s body, causing many of the
body’s’ systems to malfunction and,
sadly, makes it difficult for these chil-
dren to live long enough to reach ado-
lescence.

It is a parent’s role to make sac-
rifices for their child; yet, for the par-
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ents of a child diagnosed with MPS, the
sacrifices are exceptional. I have had
the opportunity to meet with a number
of parents of MPS children. These par-
ents exhibit amazing hope, love, grace
and humor that can often mask the
many trials they undergo in caring for
their children. My staff and I are con-
stantly impressed at their ability to
advance their cause while also self-
lessly caring for their children.

The current president of the National
MPS Society, Sissi Langford, is a
South Carolinian. She and her husband
have two children with MPS, Joe and
Maggie. Sissi has been a passionate ad-
vocate for her children and all those
who suffer from MPS. She has worked
with my office for the past two years
and has proved herself time and again
to be knowledgeable, compassionate
and committed to helping those who
have been diagnosed with MPS. She
worked with others in the National
MPS Society to help include language
in the latest reauthorization of the In-
dividual with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) to help address the needs of
children who have been diagnosed with
degenerative diseases. She has met
with the National Institutes of Health
and other top health policy makers to
ensure that diseases in the same class
as MPS are given adequate and nec-
essary research attention. I commend
Sissi and others like her, for their tire-
less work on behalf of MPS.

It is my hope that this resolution
will help advance the recognition of
MPS, and therefore the attention given
in the research realm. I am also hope-
ful that the Senate will pass this reso-
lution marking February 25 National
MPS Day.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 57) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 57

Whereas Mucopolysaccharidosis (‘“MPS”)
and Mucolipidosis (‘“ML”’) disorders are ge-
netically determined lysosomal storage dis-
orders that result in the body’s inability to
produce certain enzymes needed to break-
down complex carbohydrates;

Whereas these complex carbohydrates are
then stored in virtually every cell in the
body and progressively cause damage to
these cells, adversely affecting an individ-
ual’s body, including an individual’s heart,
respiratory system, bones, internal organs,
and central nervous system;

Whereas the cellular damage caused by
MPS often results in mental retardation,
short stature, corneal damage, joint stiff-
ness, loss of mobility, speech and hearing im-
pairment, heart disease, hyperactivity,
chronic respiratory problems, and most im-
portantly, a drastically shortened life span;
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Whereas the nature of the disorder is usu-
ally not apparent at birth;

Whereas without treatment, life expect-
ancy of an individual afflicted with MPS is
usually very early in life;

Whereas recent research developments
have resulted in limited treatments for some
MPS disorders;

Whereas promising advancements are un-
derway in pursuit of treatments for addi-
tional MPS disorders;

Whereas despite newly developed remedies,
the blood brain barrier continues to be a sig-
nificant impediment to effectively treating
the brain, thereby preventing the treatment
of many of the symptoms of MPS;

Whereas treatments for MPS will be great-
ly enhanced with continued public funding;

Whereas the quality of life for individuals
afflicted with MPS and the treatments avail-
able to them will be enhanced through the
development of early detection techniques
and early intervention;

Whereas treatments and research advance-
ments for MPS are limited by a lack of
awareness about MPS disorders;

Whereas the lack of awareness about MPS
disorders extends to those within the med-
ical community;

Whereas the damage that is caused by MPS
makes it a model for many other degenera-
tive genetic disorders;

Whereas the development of effective
therapies and a potential cure for MPS dis-
orders can be accomplished by increased
awareness, research, data collection, and in-
formation distribution;

Whereas the Senate is an institution than
can raise public awareness about MPS; and

Whereas the Senate is also an institution
that can assist in encouraging and facili-
tating increased public and private sector re-
search for early diagnosis and treatments of
MPS disorders: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 25, 2005, as ‘‘Na-
tional MPS Awareness Day’’; and

(2) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional MPS Awareness Day’’.

————
PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHN HUME
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. Res. 54 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will state the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 54) paying tribute to
John Hume.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
and preamble be agreed to en bloc, the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the measure be printed in the
RECORD, with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 54) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
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S. RES. 54

Whereas John Hume is one of the greatest
advocates of peace and non-violence of our
time;

Whereas throughout the long and difficult
years of civil strife and turmoil, John Hume
has dedicated his life to achieving a peaceful,
just, and lasting settlement of the conflict in
Northern Ireland;

Whereas throughout the turbulent years in
Northern Ireland, John Hume never lost
faith in the belief that violence and ter-
rorism are wrong, that a negotiated settle-
ment is the only realistic hope for peace, and
that ancient antagonisms cannot be settled
by bombs and bullets;

Whereas John Hume deserves enormous
credit for the peace process in Northern Ire-
land, which led to the 1998 Good Friday
Agreement;

Whereas John Hume’s enduring vision of
reconciliation, based on equal respect and
recognition for both the Protestant and
Catholic traditions in Northern Ireland, has
served as an inspiration to those seeking
peaceful resolution of conflicts in many
other parts of the world;

Whereas John Hume has worked consist-
ently for the rights of the members of his
community, beginning with the launching of
a credit union to provide assistance to the
minority community to purchase housing;

Whereas John Hume’s commitment was to
effective programs and peaceful works, at a
time when others in his community increas-
ingly urged or acquiesced to bombs and bul-
lets;

Whereas John Hume’s ideas and eloquence
1lit a candle in the darkness of the violence in
Northern Ireland, kindled an increasing
sense of hope in the minority community,
and created new possibilities for under-
standing between the opposing sides of the
conflict;

Whereas John Hume’s community activity
and involvement led directly to his long and
distinguished political career;

Whereas John Hume brought together a
broad coalition of leaders who advocated
non-violence and together they founded the
Social Democratic and Labour Party in 1970,
which has been at the forefront of years of
significant efforts to achieve peace in North-
ern Ireland;

Whereas John Hume was the first to em-
phasize the necessity of establishing an on-
going Anglo-Irish framework as the corner-
stone for institutionalizing the process of
reconciliation to heal the divisions within
Northern Ireland, between North and South
in Ireland, and between Great Britain and
Ireland;

Whereas in 1983, largely as a result of the
efforts of John Hume, the principal political
parties in Ireland and the Social Democratic
and Labour Party in Northern Ireland estab-
lished the far-reaching New Ireland Forum;

Whereas the New Ireland Forum developed
alternatives for progress and prepared the re-
port that laid the groundwork for an unprec-
edented new dialogue on Northern Ireland
between Britain and Ireland, culminating in
November 1985 with the signing of the his-
toric Anglo-Irish Agreement by Prime Min-
ister Margaret Thatcher of the United King-
dom and Taoiseach Garret FitzGerald of Ire-
land;

Whereas John Hume conducted talks with
Gerry Adams, the leader of Sinn Fein, before
the Irish Republican Army agreed to a cease-
fire, showing great courage by taking signifi-
cant personal and political risks to achieve a
lasting peace;
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Whereas those talks, together with the De-
cember 1993 Joint Declaration by the British
and Irish Governments, led to the August
1994 cease-fire by the Irish Republican Army
and the October 1994 cease-fire by the Loy-
alist paramilitaries and ultimately to the
Good Friday Agreement in 1998;

Whereas John Hume served as the Deputy
Leader of the Social Democratic and Labour
Party in Northern Ireland until 1979, and its
leader from 1979 to 2001;

Whereas John Hume’s political career has
also included serving as a member of the
Northern Ireland Assembly, the European
Parliament, and the British House of Com-
mons;

Whereas in his many visits to the United
States, John Hume has been a consistent
ambassador for peace, urging the cause of
reconciliation and educating Congress and
the country about the issues in Northern Ire-
land;

Whereas John Hume is well respected in
the United States and has had an important
influence on United States policy and on the
American dimension of the Northern Ireland
question;

Whereas John Hume is a courageous leader
of exceptional achievement and was honored
for his leadership in the cause of peace in
Northern Ireland with the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1998, along with the leader of the Ulster
Unionist Party, David Trimble;

Whereas respect for John Hume was the
single most important influence in the devel-
opment of the Friends of Ireland in the
United States Congress and in convincing
leaders of the Irish-American community
throughout the United States to oppose po-
litical, financial, or other support for the vi-
olence in Northern Ireland; and

Whereas John Hume is retiring this year
after a long and brilliant career dedicated to
the people of Northern Ireland and to the
cause of peace: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) pays tribute to John Hume for his life-
time commitment to promoting reconcili-
ation and achieving a lasting peace in North-
ern Ireland; and

(2) calls on all the parties in Northern Ire-
land to redouble their effort to restore the
trust that is necessary to fully implement
the Good Friday Agreement and to achieve
stable democratic institutions, peace, and
justice in Northern Ireland.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 17, 2005

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business, it adjourn
until 10 a.m. on February 17. I further
ask that following the prayer and
pledge the morning hour be deemed to
have expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved, and the
Senate proceed to a period of morning
business until 12 noon, with the first 30
minutes under the control of the
Democratic leader or his designee and
the second 30 minutes under the con-
trol of the majority leader or his des-
ignee, and the remaining time be
equally divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees.

I further ask that at 3 p.m. the Sen-
ate resume reconsideration of S. 306,
Genetic Nondiscrimination Act, and
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immediately proceed to the vote on
passage, with no intervening action or
debate.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, reserving
the right to object, if the distinguished
majority leader would allow me to di-
rect a question to him through the
Chair. I have received a number of calls
dealing with an antilynching bill, pri-
marily from Senator LANDRIEU. I won-
der if the leader has any indication of
whether we can take this matter up
sometime in the near future.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, the
antilynching bill has been referred to
the Judiciary Committee, which has
not yet considered that bill. I believe
there is another bill by Senator ALEX-
ANDER also yet to be considered at the
committee level. Over the course of to-
morrow, we can discuss how we might
handle both of those. Typically, it
would be through the regular order,
since it has been referred to the Judici-
ary Committee. Over the course of the
morning, I will be happy to have dis-
cussions with Senators LANDRIEU and
ALEXANDER, as I did yesterday, on the
matter. They are both important
issues. Both are issues that are a little
separate but address the same large
issue. I look forward to being able to
address those. Not going through reg-
ular order would require a unanimous
consent on behalf of this body. We can
discuss that with the leadership over
the course of the morning.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, tomorrow,
the Senate will be in morning business
throughout the morning. At 3 o’clock
tomorrow afternoon, the Senate will
vote on the Genetic Nondiscrimination
Act. We had a number of Senators
speak on that today. We had issues
that had to be worked out between the
committees. There are two committees
in the Senate and they were success-
fully addressed. Thus, we will vote on
this important bill tomorrow.

This bill protects Americans from
having their genetic information used
against them by potential employers,
or by their employer, or to be used in
a discriminatory fashion by insurance
companies, for example. A number of
people have been very involved before
the Senate over the last 7 years on this
bill. T just mentioned Senators SNOWE,
ENzI, KENNEDY, and a number of others.
Tomorrow, there will be others who
wish to discuss the bill, and we encour-
age them to do so while we are in
morning business or later tomorrow
afternoon. We will vote on the bill at 3
o’clock tomorrow.

It is my hope that the Senate will
also act on the State high-risk health
insurance pools bill and the committee
funding resolution. We will continue to
work with Members on both sides of
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