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CONGRATULATING THE ORGANIC 

TRADE ASSOCIATION ON THEIR 
20 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2005 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on be-
half of myself and Representatives GILCHREST, 
DEFAZIO, FARR, WALSH and our more than 30 
fellow members of the bipartisan Congres-
sional Organic Caucus, to offer our sincere 
congratulations to the Organic Trade Associa-
tion on achieving their 20 year anniversary. 

Formed in 1985 by a handful of individuals 
determined to build a trusted identity for or-
ganic products, this original group blossomed 
into the nearly 1,500 member Organic Trade 
Association today. The Organic Trade Asso-
ciation, North America’s only organization 
dedicated to representing the views of all seg-
ments of the organic industry, has become an 
important source of information about the chal-
lenges and successes of the organic industry 
to the Congressional Organic Caucus and the 
public. 

Mr. Speaker, millions of consumers are 
choosing organically grown food and fiber. 
Over the last decade, the consumer market-
place for organic products has risen exponen-
tially. Moreover, thousands of family farmers 
have discovered the environmental and eco-
logical benefits of organic farming methods 
and technologies. Working together, the Con-
gressional Organic Caucus and the Organic 
Trade Association will continue to promote the 
importance of organic farming and organic 
products to both consumers and the overall 
health of our country’s agriculture industry for 
the next 20 years and beyond. 

f 

STOP UNDERAGE DRINKING 
LEGISLATION 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2005 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, underage drinking 
is a serious national health and safety matter. 
In the United States, alcohol is the primary 
substance abused by young people. It is a 
major contributor to the three leading causes 
of death among this population—unintentional 
injuries; homicide; and suicide. Young people 
who start drinking at the age of 15 are four 
times more likely to become alcoholics than 
those who start drinking at 21 and are more 
likely to try marijuana and cocaine. 

Many parents don’t realize the enormity of 
this problem and often underestimate the 
prevalence of alcohol use by teens. More 
young people consume alcoholic beverages 
than use tobacco or illegal drugs. Sadly, by 
high school graduation, most students have 
used alcohol. 

It’s tough for children to withstand the reg-
ular exposure to the alcohol industry’s adver-
tisements encouraging them to purchase and 
use alcohol. The industry’s aggressive mar-
keting of its products has led to children see-

ing regular—often daily—images promoting 
drinking. 

I am pleased to be joining in a bipartisan ef-
fort in both houses of Congress to introduce 
The STOP Underage Drinking Act. This impor-
tant legislation will help establish federal co-
ordination and reporting of underage drinking 
information and coordinate the efforts and ex-
pertise. It also mandates annual report to Con-
gress on efforts to combat underage drinking 
and an annual ‘‘report card’’ to track State ef-
forts. 

The legislation also authorizes a national 
media campaign to fight underage drinking 
and would provide additional resources to pre-
vent underage drinking through the Drug Free 
Communities program. It would create a new 
program to providing competitive grants to 
states, non-profit entities, and institutions of 
higher education to create state-wide coali-
tions to prevent underage drinking and alcohol 
abuse by college and university students. 

Finally, it would expand research and data 
compilation on the prevalence of underage 
drinking, specifically: reporting on the types 
and brands of alcohol that kids consume and 
the impact of underage drinking upon adoles-
cent brain development. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be a part of 
this effort to draw attention to this important 
national problem that is confronting our young 
people. I look forward to continuing this work 
with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
and on both sides of the Capitol to see that 
this important legislation is enacted. 

f 

BLACK HISTORY TRIBUTE TO 
FRANK DAVIS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2005 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, I would 
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History. 
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well 
represented from both a local and national 
perspective. 

Americans have recognized black history 
annually since 1926, first as ‘‘Negro History 
Week’’ and later as ‘‘Black History Month.’’ In 
fact, black history had barely begun to be 
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in 
America as far back as colonial times, it was 
not until the 20th century that they gained a 
presence in our history books. 

Though scarcely documented in history 
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our 
Nation must not be overlooked. 

I would like to recognize Mr. Frank Davis of 
Claiborne County, Mississippi. Mr. Davis was 
born March 22, 1947. Upon his completion of 
high school, he served 2 years in the United 
States Army, where he developed a passion 
to protect and serve. Afterwards, Mr. Davis at-
tended Alcorn State University and obtained 
his B.S. degree in 1971. Davis continued his 
educational studies at the University of South-

ern Mississippi in 1973 in criminal justice and 
Alcorn State University in 1988 in business 
education. Following his extensive educational 
studies, Mr. Frank Davis became the first 
elected black Sheriff for the State of Mis-
sissippi. 

Sheriff Davis has served in many capacities 
throughout Claiborne County. His long stand-
ing commitment in law enforcement has lead 
him to hold the position of First Sergeant of 
the 114th Military Police Company and Deputy 
Sheriff of Claiborne under the leadership of 
the late and former Sheriff Dan McCaa. In ad-
dition, Mr. Davis has held the position of As-
sistant Chief of Police for the city of Port Gib-
son, director of Claiborne County Civil De-
fense, acting superintendent of education for 
the Claiborne County Public Civil Defense, 
and acting superintendent of education for the 
Claiborne County Public School District. 

Sheriff Davis has not only held several key 
positions throughout his career, but he has 
held key positions with civic organizations 
throughout the county. Sheriff Davis was elect-
ed president of the Mississippi Sheriff Associa-
tion from 2000–2001, making him the first 
black to hold this position. He is a founding fa-
ther of NOBLE (National Organization of Black 
Law Enforcement) Chapter in Mississippi, and 
served as president in 1990. He is a member 
of the Young Men of America, a member of 
the Heritage Corridor Study and served on the 
Boys and Girls Ranch Board of Mississippi 
Sheriff’s Association Boys and Girls Ranch. 
Additionally, his compassion for people and 
their rehabilitation while incarcerated led him 
to continue studying. Ultimately, he became 
certified in jail management, criminal investiga-
tions, mentally ill inmates, street survival and 
rural homicide to name a few. Today, he con-
tinues his devotion to justice by serving as 
Sheriff of Claiborne County with 25 years of 
dedicated service. 

I take great pride in recognizing and paying 
tribute to this outstanding African American of 
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi 
who deserves mention, not only in the month 
of February but year round. 

f 

HONORING THE IDAHO FALLS 
POST REGISTER ON ITS 125 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO EASTERN 
IDAHO 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2005 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Post Register Newspaper for pro-
viding 125 years of service to eastern Idaho. 
I’m proud to recognize and congratulate the 
Post Register for this achievement. 

The Post Register can trace its roots to the 
founding of the Idaho Register in Blackfoot, 
Idaho in 1880. J. Robb Brady, son of former 
Idaho Governor and Senator James H. Brady, 
purchased the Daily Post in Idaho Falls in 
1925. In 1931, The Post and Times-Register 
merged to create the Post-Register. 

The Post Register is a longstanding cor-
porate citizen committed to following its stated 
mission of being fair, ethical, accurate and 
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courageous. The Post Register covers an area 
that stretches the miles from the Salmon River 
area, east into Montana, into western Wyo-
ming including Jackson and south to Black-
foot, Idaho. Citizens who reside within these 
areas have benefited from the Post Register’s 
125 years of community journalism. 

The Post Register is a newspaper that 
moves quickly to adjust to readers needs. In 
1995, the first online pages were posted at 
www.postregister.com. In 1997, the news-
paper hit another milestone when it changed 
to morning publication and added a Saturday 
edition. 

Currently, the Post Register is owned by its 
employees and the descendants of James H. 
and J. Robb Brady. The Post Register’s val-
ues are to serve ‘‘this special place, our home, 
now and in future generations,’’ and they have 
held true to these values for the last 125 
years. To the Post Register and all their em-
ployees, I congratulate you on such a suc-
cessful business and look forward to the years 
to come. 

f 

CONTINUITY IN REPRESENTATION 
ACT OF 2005 

HON. DAVID DREIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2005 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, today we are ad-
dressing another important Issue for the Con-
tinuity of Congress by introducing the Con-
tinuity in Representation Act of 2005. This is 
an important part of our efforts since the 107th 
Congress to assure the American people that 
their democracy will continue in the face of 
any attack or any catastrophe. 

The service of our men and women in uni-
form to protect our democracy is exemplary, 
and we honor them. But police and military 
alone will not protect this institution. We, the 
elected representatives, also must act to pro-
tect the House. 

At the start of this Congress, we acted by 
adopting a House rule to help us function if we 
have mass incapacitations. 

I know there are a few who still wonder 
whether we need to amend the Constitution to 
deal with mass incapacitation. 

As I announced on January 4, the Rules 
Committee will be vigorously considering con-
tinuity issues throughout the 109th Congress. 
We may ultimately decide that more action on 
mass incapacitation is needed. In the mean-
time, we have already put into place a proce-
dure that will ensure that this body will be able 
to function if there have been mass incapaci-
tations of Members due to a catastrophe. 

Today, we are acting by re-introducing a bill 
to deal with mass vacancies—created when 
large numbers of Members are killed. 

Last year, after considering how to deal with 
mass vacancies in the various committees, we 
passed the exact same bill that we are intro-
ducing today. The House adopted last year’s 
bill with a large, bipartisan majority of 306 
votes. 

This bill, the Continuity in Representation 
Act of 2005, protects the ‘‘People’s House.’’ It 
fits the Founders’ vision of America—a House 

directly elected by the people and a Senate 
answerable to the states. And though we’ve 
done away with the old system of state legis-
latures electing Senators, we maintain that 
historic connection to the states by allowing 
for governors to fill vacant Senate seats in 
times of death. 

Mr. Speaker, James Madison, a Founding 
Father and former Member of the Rules Com-
mittee, addressed the importance of an elect-
ed House when he said ‘‘The right of suffrage 
is certainly one of the fundamental articles of 
[democratic Government] . . . A gradual 
abridgement of this right has been the mode 
in which Aristocracies have been built on the 
ruins of popular forms.’’ 

In short, James Madison valued an elected 
House of Representatives, and so do we. This 
bill guarantees that the House will always be, 
as it always has, a body composed only of 
elected Members. 

The Continuity in Representation Act pro-
vides that if more than 100 Members are 
killed, the Speaker can announce that extraor-
dinary circumstance and trigger a uniform, 45- 
day special election to replace Members in af-
fected districts. 

Some have been concerned about the 45- 
day period for special elections. Not too long 
ago, I had the opportunity to assist in a major 
statewide election in California. 

It saw a field of 135 candidates running to 
represent over 34 million people. That election 
went off without a hitch in just 55 days. Poll 
workers, polling places, and ballots all came 
together, and voter turnout was very high. 
Given the smaller scope of congressional dis-
trict elections, 45 days is certainly enough 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to act now. We need 
to ensure that we are doing our part to protect 
our democracy. We need to pass the Con-
tinuity in Representation Act of 2005. 

f 

BLACK HISTORY TRIBUTE TO 
JOHN AUSTIN JAMES, JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2005 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, I would 
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History. 
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well 
represented from both a local and national 
perspective. 

Americans have recognized black history 
annually since 1926, first as ‘‘Negro History 
Week’’ and later as ‘‘Black History Month.’’ In 
fact, black history had barely begun to be 
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in 
America as far back as colonial times, it was 
not until the 20th century that they gained a 
presence in our history books. 

Though scarcely documented in history 
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our 
Nation must not be overlooked. 

I would like to recognize Mr. John Austin 
James, Jr., of Leflore County. From 1942 to 

1946, Mr. James was enlisted in the U.S. 
Army and fought in World War II, where he 
later received an Honorable Discharge. He 
also spent 3 years in the U.S. Army Reserve. 

Mr. James departure from the military 
sparked the beginning of his career in edu-
cation. He was formally educated and later be-
came department head for the Science and 
Mathematics Department at Mississippi Valley 
State University (MVSU). In 1971, he was 
named the director for the Office of Institu-
tional Research at MVSU, a position he retired 
from in 1992. 

Mr. John A. James has been active in sev-
eral civic and professional organizations. He is 
currently treasurer for the Leflore County 
Democratic Executive Committee and former 
chairman of the Board of Authority for the 
Delta Correctional Facility located in Green-
wood, Mississippi. He is the past Basileus for 
the Beta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fra-
ternity, Inc. Mr. James is co-chairman of the 
MVSU Pioneers and life associate member of 
MVSU Alumni. 

Mr. John A. James has received several 
awards and recognitions for his outstanding 
community involvement and volunteer serv-
ices. To name a few, Mr. James has a build-
ing on the campus of MVSU named in his 
honor, received the Outstanding Service 
Award at his church, Meritorious Service for 
his leadership as the board chairman, Omega 
Man of the Year, MVSU 25th Anniversary 
Meritorious Service plaques and others. 

I take great pride in recognizing and paying 
tribute to this outstanding African American of 
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi 
who deserves mention, not only in the month 
of February but year round. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF MR. KEVIN F. 
KAST OF ST. CHARLES, MISSOURI 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2005 

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Kevin F. Kast, an exceptional leader 
from my district in St. Charles, Missouri. Kevin 
recently announced his retirement as presi-
dent of three major health facilities—SSM St. 
Joseph Health Center, SSM Joseph Hospital 
West and SSM Joseph Medical Park in St. 
Charles County. 

I have known Kevin for many years, and I 
want to take this opportunity to acknowledge 
and praise him for his years of service, not 
only to SSM St. Joseph, but also to the St. 
Charles community at large. Kevin is a vision-
ary and a compassionate, energetic, and in-
spiring leader. 

Under Kevin’s leadership, SSM St. Joseph 
has earned a variety of local, State and na-
tional honors. It is the first recipient of the 
MissouriPRO Quality Award, and twice has 
been named by Solucient as one of the 100 
Top HospitalsTM in the country. SSM St. Jo-
seph is a member of SSM Health Care, the 
first health care winner of the Malcolm 
Baldrige National Quality Award. 

Kevin has been active in St. Charles County 
and our larger region with memberships in 
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