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rights than those provided under U.S.
law, providing that food entering into
our country meets domestic food safety
standards, and preserving the ability of
Federal, State, and local governments
to maintain essential public services
and to regulate private sector services
in the public interest.

Mr. President, my second bill, the
Buy American Improvement Act, fo-
cuses on the Federal Government’s re-
sponsibility to support domestic manu-
facturers and workers. The Buy Amer-
ican Act of 1933 is supposed to ensure
that the Federal Government supports
domestic companies and workers by
buying American-made goods. This is
an important law, but it contains a
number of loopholes that make it too
easy for Government agencies to buy
foreign-made goods.

The Buy American Improvement Act
would make it harder to waive the Buy
American Act. We should ensure that
the Federal Government makes every
effort to give Federal contracts to
companies that will perform the work
domestically. We should also ensure
that certain types of industries do not
leave the United States completely,
thus making the Federal Government
dependent on foreign sources for goods,
such as plane or ship parts, that our
military may need to acquire on short
notice.

My bill would also, for the first time,
make the Buy American requirement
applicable to Congress. I believe that
Congress should lead by example and
comply with the Buy American Act.
And, in an effort to bring transparency
and accountability to the process, it
would require agencies to report on
their purchases of foreign-made goods.

It is bad enough that our trade poli-
cies have encouraged companies to
shut down or relocate overseas. Many
of the same flawed trade agreements
that have sent American jobs overseas
have also weakened the Buy American
Act.

Last year, the ranking member of the
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee, Mr. LIEBERMAN and
I asked the GAO to study the effect of
trade agreements on domestic source
requirements such as those contained
in the Buy American Act. That study,
which was released this week, found
that the Government is required to
give favorable treatment to certain
goods from a total of 45 countries as a
result of 7 trade agreements and 21 re-
ciprocal defense procurement agree-
ments.

In other words, at the same time that
Congress has been paying lip service to
the Buy American Act, it has been
carving out exceptions to that Act in
our trade and defense procurement
agreements. It is time for Congress to
step up and support efforts to strength-
en, not undermine, the Buy American
Act.

In addition, Congress must make
every effort to help workers who have
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lost their jobs as a result of our trade
policies. Many of these workers require
retraining for new jobs that will enable
them to support their families.

My third bill, the Community-Based
Health Care Retraining Act, would au-
thorize a demonstration project to pro-
vide grants to community-based coali-
tions, led by local workforce develop-
ment boards, to retrain unemployed
workers who wish to obtain new jobs in
the health care professions. The funds
could be used for a variety of pur-
poses—from increasing the capacity of
our schools and training facilities, to
providing financial and social support
for workers who are in retraining pro-
grams. This bill allows for flexibility in
the use of grant funds, because I be-
lieve that communities know Dbest
about the resources they need to run
an efficient program.

By providing targeted assistance to
train laid-off workers who wish to ob-
tain new jobs in the fast-growing
health care sector, we can both help
unemployed Americans and improve
the availability and quality of health
care in our communities.

I hope that my colleagues will sup-
port each of my proposals, and I look
forward to working with Senators on
both sides of the aisle to find addi-
tional ways to support our domestic
manufacturers and their employees. 1
know that there are towns like Flor-
ence, WI, all over the country, and I
hope that we will finally act this Con-
gress to support the jobs that are the
bedrock of those communities.

————

ANTITRUST INVESTIGATIVE
IMPROVEMENTS ACT OF 2005

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of the Antitrust In-
vestigative Improvements Act of 2005, a
bill I am cosponsoring with Senators
DEWINE AND LEAHY. This bill will give
the antitrust criminal enforcers at the
Department of Justice a vital tool to
investigate, detect, and prevent anti-
trust conspiracies. It will allow the
Justice Department, upon a showing of
probable cause to a Federal judge, au-
thority to obtain a wiretap order for a
limited time period to monitor commu-
nications between those suspected of
engaging in illegal antitrust conspir-
acies.

The current Federal criminal code
lists over 150 predicate offenses for
which the Justice Department may ob-
tain a wiretap during the course of a
criminal investigation. These offenses
include such basic white collar crimes
such as mail fraud, wire fraud, and
bank fraud. However, under current
law, if the Government is investigating
a criminal antitrust conspiracy such as
a scheme to fix prices to consumers,
the Government cannot obtain a wire-
tap of the suspected conspirators. This
inability to obtain wiretaps unques-
tionably severely handicaps the detec-
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tion and prevention of such conspir-
acies. Only with the consent of a mem-
ber of the conspiracy who has already
agreed to cooperate with the Govern-
ment may the Government
surreptiously record the meetings of
the conspirators.

There is no logical basis to exclude
criminal antitrust violations from the
list of predicate offenses for a wiretap.
A criminal antitrust offense such as
price fixing is every bit as serious—and
causes every bit as much financial loss
to its victims—as other white collar
crimes such as mail fraud or wire
fraud. A price-fixing conspiracy raises
prices to consumers, stealing hard-
earned dollars from citizens as surely
as does as a salesman promoting a
bogus investment from a ‘‘boiler room”’
or, indeed, a thief with a gun. More-
over, by its secret nature as an agree-
ment among competitors, such a con-
spiracy is likely harder to detect than
a fraudulent offering over the phone or
through the mail. A properly issued
wiretap, therefore, is even more nec-
essary to detect criminal antitrust
conspiracies than other white collar of-
fenses.

Detecting, preventing, and punishing
criminal antitrust offenses are one of
the principal missions of the Justice
Department’s Antitrust Division. Such
offenses are punished severely with
corporations facing fines of up to $100
million and individuals subject to jail
terms of up to 10 years for each offense.
Indeed, last year we passed legislation
raising criminal penalties to these new
levels. Yet despite the damage these
conspiracies do to the economy and in-
dividual consumers, our law enforce-
ment agencies lack the one vital tool
essential to uncover these secret con-
spiracies—the ability to obtain a wire-
tap to monitor communications be-
tween the suspected conspirators upon
a showing of probable cause. This legis-
lation will remedy this defect by grant-
ing to our law enforcement officials
this necessary means to protect con-
sumers and end illegal antitrust con-
spiracies.

I urge my colleagues to join with me
in supporting this legislation.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RETIREMENT OF ARNOLD
SCHOFIELD

e Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
acknowledge the retirement of Arnold
Schofield who is completing 25 years of
service as site historian at Fort Scott
National Historic Site, Fort Scott, KS.

Completing a 43-year career in Fed-
eral service, he remains passionate
about American cultural and military
history. Arnold is highly respected for
his extraordinary knowledge and his
ability to bring history to life. Those
fortunate to have heard his presen-
tations throughout Kansas and the
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