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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, | would
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History.
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well
represented from both a local and national
perspective.

Americans have recognized black history
annually since 1926, first as “Negro History
Week” and later as “Black History Month.” In
fact, black history had barely begun to be
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in
America as far back as colonial times, it was
not until the 20th century that they gained a
presence in our history books.

Though scarcely documented in history
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our
Nation must not be overlooked.

| would like to recognize Senator Joseph C.
Thomas of Yazoo County. Senator Thomas is
a graduate of Jackson State University with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Ad-
ministration. He is also a graduate of the Mis-
sissippi School of Banking at the University of
Mississippi. He is retired as Vice President
from AmSouth National Bank after 30 years of
service. He has served as the National Treas-
urer and Executive Vice President of the
Friends Amistad, a national organization in
support of the Amistad Research Center in
New Orleans, LA.

Senator Thomas currently serves as board
member and chairman of the management
committee of the Yazoo County Fair and Civic
League, Inc. He served as Chairman of the
Policy Council of the American Public Power
Association (APPA), which represents about
2,000 not-for-profits, community-owned electric
utilities. He is the past president of the Yazoo
City Municipal School Board and has been a
member of the Mississippi Real Estate Ap-
praisal Board. He was selected by the Mis-
sissippi Economic Council as on of the out-
standing young men under 35 in 1977. Sen-
ator Thomas received the National Association
for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education
Award (NAFEO) in 1997. Senator Thomas re-
ceived the American Public Power Associa-
tion’s Spence Vanderlin Public Official Award
in 1997 in Toronto Canada.

Senator Thomas loves history and has
served as Chairman of the Oakes African
American Cultural Center since it started in
1992. Senator Thomas is considered to be a
noted historian on the subject of African-Amer-
ican history in Mississippi. In 2003, he won the
position of Senator of District 21 for the State
of Mississippi. He is serving on the Finance,
Insurance, Banking Economic Development &
Tourism, Education and Judiciary B Commit-
tees. Senator Thomas is married to the former
Elizabeth Wilburn of Benton, Mississippi and
they are the proud parents of three children,
Joseph Jr., Kirk and Whitney.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

| take great pride in recognizing and paying
tribute to this outstanding African American of
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi
who deserves mention, not only in the month
of February but year round.

——————
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OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the dedicated service of
McKing Alanis. A native of the Philippines, Mr.
Alanis rose through adversity to humbly serve
in the United States Navy for 29 years and six
months, and has devoted the past 14 years to
my staff.

McKing rose from a raw recruit in the Navy,
to the rank of Senior Chief with a lithographers
rating. This was particularly difficult because at
the time Filipinos were only allowed to serve
in the Navy as stewards or in the kitchen. Mac
was the outstanding recruit when he grad-
uated from Navy boot camp. He attended the
Army Engineer School, Topography-Lithog-
raphy-Graphics at Ft. Belvoir in Virginia and
graduated 2nd in his class of 47. During his
tenure in the Navy, McKing was champion of
equal rights and equal opportunities. McKing
has received numerous awards for his service
in the Navy, including 21 letters of commenda-
tion.

Prior to joining the Navy, Mac was a disk
jockey and radio personality in Naga City,
Philippines. In 1965, he used the talent he de-
veloped in the Philippines to become a news-
caster in his Navy off-time at AFRTS-TV in
Kodiak, Alaska.

McKing’s involvement with the Filipino com-
munity in San Diego includes service as the
President of the Bicol Club of San Diego
County in 1979 and Public Relations Officer
for the Council of Filipino American Organiza-
tions of San Diego County. He served as a
member of the Board of Directors of the
Samahan Dance Company from 2000 to 2002,
and during that period was also an advisor to
the Iriguenos of Southern California. Mac is
the founder of the Iriga Guys Jesters, a philan-
thropic organization that raises funds for the
poor in Iriga City. In 1997, Mac was called to
Washington, D.C. to be recognized by Fil-Am-
Image Magazine as one of the 20 outstanding
Filipinos in the United States and Canada.

For the past 14 years McKing has served as
both Community and Military Liaison in the
50th Congressional District of California. One
of the original members of my staff, McKing
has proved vital in services helping constitu-
ents with the Department of Defense, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and Immigration and
Naturalization. McKing estimates that during
his 14 years with the district office, he has
helped my constituents resolve more than
4,000 cases.

Mac has dedicated his life to what he calls
the 3T concept. “Time we cannot keep, talent
is not permanent either, and treasure—please
share it.” He firmly believes that, “the only
things we can really keep are those we give
away.”
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Mr. Alanis is married to the lovely Susie
Gonzaga Salcedo. They have three children,
and are the proud grandparents of three
grandsons. He has been a strong advocate of
family values, equality, and has worked relent-
lessly to help the disadvantaged. He has been
a valuable member of my team and will be
missed greatly.

—————

NATIONAL SALUTE TO
HOSPITALIZED VETERANS
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Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
on February 11, 2005 | attended the Michael
E. DeBakey VA Medical Center's National Sa-
lute to Hospitalized Veterans Program in
Houston, Texas.

The National Salute to Hospitalized Vet-
erans takes place each year during the week
of February 14 to honor the more than 98,000
veterans of the U.S. Armed Services who are
cared for every day in Department of Veterans
Affairs medical centers, outpatient clinics, and
nursing homes.

At the Program, Harry E. Dearen of Houston
read the following poem he wrote in October
1996 to honor our veterans:

AND THEN I CRY
[By H. Dearen]
Of the price of the days of glory. And then I
Ccry.
For the freedom and the story. And then I
Ccry.
As I think of the wars that have past. And
then I cry.
For our countries greatness, it will last. And
then I cry.
For old glory and to make things right. And
then I cry.
In the lands out over the sea. And then I cry.
That for others they might be free. And then
Icry.
For every one that heeded the call. And then
I cry.
For those that have died for the good of all.
And then I cry.

As we honor our veterans this week during
the National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans, |
wanted to share this poem with my col-
leagues.

This poem pays tribute to our veterans, re-
minds us all of the sacrifices they made, and
is a lasting reminder of what they sacrificed
for.

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, | would
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History.
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well
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