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They shall splash at a ten-league canvas
with brushes of comets’ hair;

They shall find real saints to draw from—
Magdalene, Peter, and Paul;

They shall work for an age at a sitting and
never be tired at all!

And only the Master shall praise us, and only
the Master shall blame;

And no one shall work for money, and no one
shall work for fame,

But each for the joy of the working, and
each, in his separate star,

Shall draw the Thing as he sees It for the
God of Things as They Are!

————
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Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate and honor the friends & family of the
brave men and women of the 652nd Engineer
Company. Their duty and sacrifice are appre-
ciated by all Americans, and it is right that we
pay recognition to them today for receiving the
Department of Defense Reserve Family Read-
iness Award for 2004. This award is being
presented to recognize the top unit from each
Reserve component that demonstrated out-
standing family readiness while maintaining
superior mission readiness. This award is a
great honor and our nation congratulates you.

New challenges facing our nation demand
increased vigilance on the part of our armed
services. With these increased demands, the
role of the National Guard and reserve forces
is critical in providing the total force necessary
to ensure our nation’s security. Over the past
year, | have had the opportunity to meet with
many National Guard and reserve members
from western Wisconsin who have been called
to service in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

Over 2,200 members of the Wisconsin Air
and Army National Guard are serving on ac-
tive duty. The people of western Wisconsin
are proud of their service and the service of all
the men and women of our armed forces dur-
ing this important time in our nation’s history.

In the past two years, | have visited Iraq
twice and have seen first hand what a fan-
tastic job our soldiers are doing to give the
people of Irag hope for a better future. Al-
though the road ahead will be tough, | know
the efforts of the 652nd contributed greatly to
our ongoing mission in Irag.

In addition, over the past two years, | have
had the opportunity to meet with many Na-
tional Guard and Reserve members and fami-
lies from western Wisconsin who have been
called up in support of operations Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation Iraqi
Freedom in Iraq. | had the special privilege of
attending one of the 652nd Engineer Com-
pany’s family support meetings. | know from
first hand experience the quality of this family
support group. | would like to especially recog-
nize Cheryl Iverson, the family support coordi-
nator for the 652nd. | know her hard work and
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sacrifices are greatly appreciated by the fami-
lies and members of the 652nd.

The American people and the Congress of
the United States stand behind our armed
service members and their families. As our
military operations continue, |, and other mem-
bers of Congress, will continue to work to en-
sure that our service men and women have all
the resources necessary to do their job safely
and effectively.

The efforts of our service people do not
come without sacrifice. A member of the
652nd, Private First Class Bert E. Hoyer, 23,
of Ellsworth, died on March 10, 2004, in
Baqubah, Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. He paid the ultimate price to en-
hance our security and protect our liberties; he
also gave the people of Iraq the greatest gift
of all: their freedom. | want to extend my
heartfelt sympathies to his family and friends.
Young leaders like this exemplify all that is
good and decent about America.

Once again | would like to congratulate the
families and friends of the 652nd on this pres-
tigious award. America is firmly behind our
troops, and we’re all hoping to see them home
safe, secure, and soon.

May God bless our troops and their families
during these deployments, and may God con-
tinue to bless the United States of America.

————
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
today to salute Champaign County, Ohio, in
my congressional district, which is celebrating
its bicentennial on March 1. Champaign Coun-
ty is an area rich in history and tradition that
prides itself as a fine place to work, live and
raise a family.

Champaign County takes its name from a
French word describing its flat surface. It be-
came the 18th of Ohio’s 88 counties on March
1, 1805. The area was first inhabited by the
North American Indian mound builders and
became the hunting grounds of the Shawnee
tribe. As the State of Ohio grew, Champaign
County also grew in business and agriculture.
Of particular note was the great success of
the railway industry.

During the Civil War, this small county sent
3,235 men to fight for the Union Army. A me-
morial, the Man on the Monument, stands in
the town square of Urbana to remember the
ultimate sacrifice made by 578 soldiers from
Champaign County.

Champaign County has continued to thrive
with successful businesses, industry and agri-
culture for 200 years. It boasts five school sys-
tems and one accredited university in the
county seat of Urbana. Urbana University,
founded in 1850, has 24 majors for students
and houses the largest collection of Johnny
Appleseed memorabilia and information known
to exist. Today, 36,000 people live and work
in the county’s city, towns and villages.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate
Champaign County on this momentous occa-
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sion. | know my colleagues will join me in hon-
oring the county’s success over the past 200
years.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH
BIRTHDAY OF GEORGE HODDY

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 100th birthday of
Mr. George Hoddy and to pay tribute to his
lifetime of achievements and service to the
city of Owosso and people of the State of
Michigan. On March 7, 2005, Mr. Hoddy will
be celebrating his 100th birthday and de-
serves recognition for his lifetime of service to
his community.

Born in Columbus, Ohio in 1905 and edu-
cated at the Ohio State University, George
Hoddy came to Michigan armed with a Mas-
ters degree in electrical engineering to work
for Charles Kettering. In 1942, after several
roles as a research engineer for various elec-
tric companies, George Hoddy started the Uni-
versal Electric Company in Owosso, Michigan.
Owosso has been forever touched by the
roots Mr. Hoddy has put down there, his leg-
acy of community involvement will not be for-
gotten by the people who call it home.

In the last 60 years, Mr. Hoddy has served
on the Board of Directors for over twenty com-
munity organizations in the city of Owosso in-
cluding an eighteen year tenure on the
Owosso Public School Board and fifty years of
service and support of the Boy Scouts of
America. Mr. Hoddy has served as the Direc-
tor of the Michigan United Way, President of
the Shiawasee county United Way. Has been
a member of the United States Chamber of
Commerce, the National Association of Manu-
factures and Owosso Rotary Club. Mr. Hoddy
has also served as the Chairman of the Board
of Regents for Baker College and continues to
serve as a Regent today.

Mr. Speaker, George Hoddy is responsible
for enriching the Owosso community and has
been instrumental in the industrial and eco-
nomic development of Owosso, Michigan. He
is an inspiration to all those who have the op-
portunity to meet him. | ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the lifetime of achieve-
ments of George Hoddy and to wish him all
the very best as he celebrates his 100th birth-
day.

———

FREEDOM FOR CLARO SANCHEZ
ALTARRIBA

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to speak about Claro
Sanchez Altarriba, a political prisoner in totali-
tarian Cuba.

Mr. Sanchez Altarriba is a member of the
Movement of Cuban Young People for De-
mocracy. He knows with certainty that Cuba
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needs to be liberated from the nightmare that
is the Castro regime. Through peaceful activ-
ity, Mr. Sanchez Altarriba has been a coura-
geous voice against the totalitarian regime and
their continued acts of tyranny and terrorism.

According to Amnesty International, Mr.
Sanchez Altarriba has suffered harassment for
his activities, including being detained in the
grotesque gulag and fined in October, 2002.
Despite the continued threat of brutal retalia-
tion for his peaceful activities, Mr. Sanchez
Altarriba continued to believe in, and advocate
for, freedom for the people of Cuba. Unfortu-
nately, as part of the tyrant’s heinous, March
20083, island wide crackdown on peaceful pro
democracy advocates, Mr. Sanchez Altarriba
was arrested by the dictatorship. In a sham
trial, he was sentenced to 15 years in the to-
talitarian gulag.

Mr. Sanchez Altarriba is currently lan-
guishing in an inhuman gulag because of his
belief in democracy. According to a letter writ-
ten by fellow prisoner of conscience Léster
Gonzalez Penton and published by M.A.R. por
Cuba:

A cement wall is all that separates both
jails, but that one has a tougher regime than
this one, several guards hitting defenseless
people inside the jails using ‘‘marabu’
sticks. That is the reason why many pris-
oners suffer from aches and sicknesses be-
hind bars, worsened by lack of medical care,
this being the reason for self-inflicted
wounds as a way to get care. Thousands of
mosquitoes, rats, crawl around as in their
own home, with the worst hygiene condi-
tions. Eight of us brothers in the cause were
removed from the cells. There only remains
Claro Sanchez Altarriba, from Santiago de
Cuba.

Mr. Speaker, it is unconscionable that
human beings are locked in this barbarously
inhuman gulag because they believe that all
men and women have a right to freedom and
democratic government. While the entire world
sits by and ignores the suffering of the Cuban
people, brave men and women like Claro
Sanchez Altarriba represent the best of man-
kind. My Colleagues, we must demand free-
dom and human rights for all people, espe-
cially those who live under the darkness of to-
talitarian regimes. We must demand imme-
diate and unconditional freedom for Claro
Sanchez Altarriba and every prisoner of con-
science in totalitarian Cuba.

——————

CHINA’S PROPOSED ANTI-
SECESSION LAW

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Mr. Speaker,
today, | rise to join my colleagues in express-
ing my strong concern regarding China’s pro-
posed Anti-Secession Law. This unilateral ini-
tiative by the People’s Republic of China,
PRC, is a very provocative move that could
permanently destroy the balance in the Tai-
wan Strait.

This proposed law, which will be voted on
as early as March in the full Chinese National
People’s Congress, is more than just propa-
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ganda. The law assumes that China and Tai-
wan are now unified and that China has the
rights to punish anyone expressing separatist
sentiments or engaging in separatist activities.
Ultimately, China can legally pursue unification
of Taiwan by military force.

Because | believe this will challenge the
wishes of the 23 million people of Taiwan who
have chosen a democratic system of govern-
ance, | sincerely urge Chinese leaders to
abide by the wishes of the Taiwanese people
and not adopt the Anti-Secession Law this
March. | also urge the international community
to join us in voicing their disapproval of this
confrontational law.

———

THE BIRTH OF MADALYN
ELIZABETH PRIEST

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the birth of Madalyn Elizabeth Priest.
My Legislative Director, Matt Priest, and his
wife Lisa welcomed little Madalyn into the
world on January 31, 2005. Weighing 7
pounds 3 ounces, Madalyn has already be-
come the pride and joy of her happy parents.

With each new birth we are reminded of just
how precious life is and how amazing a de-
sign God has created in us all. We also have
an opportunity to reflect on the role this body
can play in protecting human life at its most
innocent and vulnerable stage.

———————

HONORING A.J. YATES FOR CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO AGRICULTURE
AS AGRICULTURAL MARKETING
SERVICE ADMINISTRATOR

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, it is a
pleasure for me today to pay tribute to my
friend and fellow Californian, A.J. Yates, who
has served as Administrator of the Department
of Agriculture’s Agricultural Marketing Service
(AMS) for the past four years. It has been an
honor to work with him on legislative matters
involving agriculture, and many of us here on
the Hill have come to rely on his expertise.

President Bush appointed A.J. Yates AMS
Administrator in September 2001 to oversee
more than 50 programs designed to maintain
a stable marketing environment for the benefit
of America’s farmers, ranchers, and con-
sumers. AMS accomplishes this mission
through federal marketing orders, research
and promotion programs, the federal-state
marketing improvement program, and the
wholesale marketing development program.
Agricultural transportation issues, market regu-
latory laws, market news, and federal grading
and certification are other tools the agency
uses to help ensure a steady supply of high
quality food on American tables.

Mr. Yates brought to AMS many years of
experience in both the agriculture industry and
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state government, and USDA and the Amer-
ican people have benefited greatly from his
expertise. His background is quite impressive.
Mr. Yates served as Deputy Secretary for the
California Department of Food and Agriculture,
CDFA, from August 1991 to December 1996
and as Under Secretary until January 1999.
During his tenure at CDFA, Mr. Yates helped
provide leadership to the CDFA’s seven divi-
sions and developed and implemented policy
for California’s agricultural industry and con-
sumers. After leaving CDF A, Yates was a
senior marketing consultant with Panagraph
Marketing Solutions in Fresno, CA.

Mr. Yates graduated from California State
University at Fresno in 1957 with a bachelor’s
degree in agronomy. As a life-long farmer
from Kerman, California, he has been actively
involved in organizations supporting agri-
culture and education, serving as President of
the Fresno County Farm Bureau, State Direc-
tor of the California Sugar Beet Growers Asso-
ciation, and Director of the Mid-Valley Irriga-
tion District.

While at AMS, Mr. Yates has proven to be
a tireless advocate for the long-term survival
and economic well-being of America’s farms.
His leadership has proven crucial in several
issue areas important to America’s farmers, in-
cluding the management of Federal marketing
orders and the Fruit and Vegetable Advisory
Committee and launching the implementation
of the organic program.

AMS employees wish Mr. Yates the best as
he returns to California to spend time with his
wife Joyce and their three sons. |, too, wish
him well and join my colleagues in com-
mending him on a job well done.

————

TRIBUTE TO 1LT ANDREW C.
SHIELDS

HON. BOB INGLIS

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mr. INGLIS of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
| am moved to commend to this House a
thoughtful eulogy commemorating the life of
one of America’s finest: 1LT Andrew C.
Shields.

The eulogy was written and delivered by
Brandon Steelman at First Lieutenant Shield’s
funeral at New Prospect Baptist Church, Cam-
pobello, South Carolina, on December 18,
2004.

EULOGY FOR A FALLEN SOLDIER: FIRST LT.

ANDREW C. SHIELDS

This past week has been filled with things
that quite simply can’t be understood. While
there are many larger and more profound
mysteries, one of the smaller mysteries I've
faced this week is why Andrew would have
me give these remarks today. Certainly, he
had many friends who knew him just as well,
if not better, than I did. And certainly he
loved his family above all others. Each of
those family members would be better suited
to make these remarks today; after all, I
didn’t spend my childhood dressing like him
as Philip did! But I think I'm here because
Andrew would be too uncomfortable watch-
ing a beloved family member stand and un-
doubtedly cry in remembrance of him. But
he was always OK when I stood up to embar-
rass myself. In fact, he encouraged it. So I
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