February 18, 2005

fighting, public sanitation, snow removal, street
maintenance, recreation, and of course edu-
cation are carried out along with a number of
other activities essential to the quality of our
lives, especially in urban areas, at the local
government level. R. Arnold Wakelin was a
gifted individual who, fortunately for the people
of the town of Wellesley, chose to employ his
considerable talents on behalf of the fellow
citizens of the town he loved and served so
well.

He began his work for the town in 1957
after leaving the Air Force where he served for
3 years, and his ability and dedication quickly
led to a series of promotions which culminated
in his being the Chief Executive of the town.
In addition, he served on the town’s retirement
board and he was a leader in the Wellesley
Kiwanis Club, additional outlets for his desire
to serve his fellow citizens. Mr. Speaker, | join
with the residents of the town in mourning his
passing while celebrating and expressing
thanks for his extraordinary service. The ex-
ample he set of effective concern for the well
being of others is an inspiring one and | ask
that the recognition by the town of Wellesley
of the wonderful career of Arnold Wakelin be
noted here.

RESOLUTION IN MEMORY OF R. ARNOLD
WAKELIN, JR.

Whereas, on November 8th 2004, the Town
of Wellesley was saddened by the death of
our esteemed Executive Director of General
Government, R. Arnold Wakelin, Jr. Arnold
made numerous and impressive contribu-
tions to the Town of Wellesley and its resi-
dents throughout his forty-seven years of
service. With his passing, Wellesley lost a
dedicated leader and faithful friend;

Whereas, in addition to Executive Direc-
tor, Arnold served as a valued member of the
Town’s Retirement Board. He was also an ac-
tive member of the Wellesley Kiwanis Club
for over forty years, having served as Presi-
dent and most recently Treasurer. Arnold
served our community with a deep sense of
commitment and devotion. He earned the re-
gard and heartfelt respect of all who were
privileged to know him;

Whereas, Arnold gave earnestly of his time
to our community and we think of the many
citizens who have benfited from his leader-
ship and participation in the Town of Welles-
ley. His former associates and the citizens of
the Town regard his passing as a great loss;

Whereas, the thanks of this meeting and
the community are due Arnold Wakelin for
the able manner in which he performed his
various appointed and volunteer duties. We
sincerely regret his passing;

Whereas, on behalf of the Citizens of
Wellesley, this Resolution is being presented
as an opportunity to express the esteem in
which we hold him as a faithful and devoted
citizen: Now, therefore be it

Resolved, That this town meeting, on be-
half of the residents and municipal employ-
ees of the Town of Wellesley, expresses its
deep regret at the passing of R. Arnold
Wakelin, Jr. and publicly acknowledges its
appreciation for his dedicated service and
significant contributions to the citizens of
our Town, and further, that the Town Clerk
be instructed to record this Resolution in
the minutes of this Meeting, and to transmit
copies to Mr. Wakelin’s family.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

REGARDING THE SERVICE OF THE
MONTFORD POINT MARINES

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2005

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to join Representative
LANE EVANS as an original cosponsor, with the
Congressional Black Caucus, of this Resolu-
tion honoring the Montford Point Marines.

In 1942, President Roosevelt established a
presidential directive giving African Americans
an opportunity to be recruited into the Marine
Corps. These African Americans, from all
states, were not sent to the traditional boot
camps of Parris Island, South Carolina and
San Diego, California. Instead, African-Amer-
ican Marines were segregated—experiencing
basic training at Montford Point—a facility at
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. Approximately
20,000 African-American Marines received
basic training at Montford Point between 1942
and 1949.

The initial intent was to discharge these Afri-
can-American Marines after the war, returning
them to civilian life. Attitudes changed as the
war progressed. Once given the chance to
prove themselves, it became impossible to
deny the fact that African-American Marines
were just as capable as all other Marines re-
gardless of race, color, creed or national ori-
gin.

In July of 1948 President Harry S. Truman
issued Executive Order #9981 negating seg-
regation. In September 1949, Montford Marine
Camp was deactivated—ending seven years
of segregation.

| am joining Congressman EVANS in offering
this resolution to recognize their service and
sacrifice and to acknowledge today’s United
States Marine Corps as an excellent oppor-
tunity for advancement of persons of all races
due to the service and example of the original
Montford Point Marines.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
on February 16, 2005 due to the funeral of a
close friend. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yes” on rollcall No. 35.

CELEBRATING THE 50TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY OF LOU AND
GEORGIA POULOS

HON. ED PASTOR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, February 17, 2005

Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today to celebrate the 50th wedding anniver-
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sary of two dear friends, Lou and Georgia
Poulos of Phoenix, Arizona. On Jan. 30, 2005,
the couple was joined by 150 friends and fam-
ily members to toast their half-century mile-
stone of matrimony.

Lou Poulos first met Georgia Hotis in the
late 1940’s during a church outing for teen-
agers at the Gold Spot bowling alley in Phoe-
nix. During the following years, their relation-
ship blossomed and their courtship began
when the couple was in their twenties. Al-
though it was initially Georgia’s beauty and
Lou’s sense of humor that sparked the mutual
attraction, the couple’s shared values as first
generation Greek-Americans and members of
the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church,
paved the way for their lasting connection.

Seven years later, the sweethearts were
married in the Greek Orthodox Church on Jan-
uary 30, 1955. The couple held their wedding
reception at the Westward Ho Hotel, an his-
toric hotel in Phoenix located across the street
from the bowling alley where they first met. In
1960, the newlyweds built a home in Phoenix
where they reared their three children,
Deanne, Jim, and Alex, and where they still
reside today, nearly forty-five years later. The
Poulos family has now proudly expanded to
include Jim’s wife, Tracy, Alex’s wife, Shelli,
and Alex and Shelli’s five-year-old triplets,
Sela, Ari and Alex.

As Lou continued to build his liquor store
chain, Georgia managed the household, jug-
gling her children’s dance classes, piano les-
sons, Little League baseball, and Pop Warner
football. As their son Jim fondly recalled, Lou
and Georgia made many sacrifices to ensure
the best education and opportunities for their
children.

Despite their busy family lives, Lou and
Georgia have remained active in the commu-
nity throughout their years together. For 47
years, Lou served as the secretary/treasurer
for the Arizona License and Beverage Asso-
ciation, and since his retirement, he continues
to serve as an officer for the state licensed
beverage lobbying organization. Georgia
worked as a director for two nonprofit organi-
zations. Over the years, the couple has also
served on their parish council, the Men’s Club,
and Women’s Guild at Brophy College Pre-
paratory school, as well as participating in and
donating to many charitable fundraisers.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring and celebrating 50 years of mar-
riage between Lou and Georgia Poulos, a
union built on a devotion to each other and
unconditional love for family. | have had the
privilege of knowing this loving couple for dec-
ades, and have witnessed the strong sense of
family values, self-sacrifice, and commitment
to community that defined their lives together.
As a longtime friend, it is with great joy that |
extend my congratulations to Lou and Georgia
Poulos and their beloved family, and | wish
them many more years of wedded happiness.
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