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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

BIGGERT) (during the vote). Members 
are reminded there are 2 minutes re-
maining in this vote. 

b 1911 

So (two-thirds having voted in favor 
thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent this evening from this cham-
ber. I would like the RECORD to show that, had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall votes 40 and 41. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 444 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to have my 
name removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 
444. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent to take my 
special order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, 
I rise tonight to enter into a very im-
portant discussion that our President 
has kicked off for the Nation, and that 
has to do with strengthening and sav-
ing Social Security. Social Security 
has historically been a vital program 
in the history of America, saving many 
seniors from poverty, giving them 
peace of mind and giving them greater 
security. 

Madam Speaker, this is far more im-
portant than just a congressional de-
bate to me. It is something that is very 
personal. You see, my parents are in 
their seventies. Social Security is part 
of their retirement. And I am com-
mitted to ensure that the Social Secu-
rity benefits that my parents have 
earned, that they keep. But, Madam 

Speaker, not only do I have a sacred 
obligation to my parents, I have a sa-
cred obligation to my children as well. 
My children are in diapers. Their world 
consists of Barney and Big Bird. They 
do not know about Social Security, but 
if we do not take action now, Social 
Security as we know it will not be 
there for my children. 

We have a number of challenges in 
Social Security. We have the challenge 
of demographics. When Social Security 
was first created, there were over 40 
workers supporting every one bene-
ficiary. By 1950, we were down to 16 
workers for every beneficiary. And 
today, Madam Speaker, just three 
workers for every beneficiary. In addi-
tion, when Social Security was created, 
the life span of the average American 
was 60 years old. You could not even 
retire and get your benefits until 65. 
Thanks to the marvels of modern medi-
cine, the life expectancy of seniors 
today is 77, and increasing. 

Another phenomenon we have, be-
cause we have fewer people paying into 
the system, we have declining rates of 
return. My grandparents enjoyed about 
a 12 percent rate of return on their So-
cial Security. My parents will enjoy 
about a 4 percent rate of return on So-
cial Security. I myself about 2 percent. 
And if we do not reform Social Secu-
rity, my children will pay more into 
Social Security than they take out. 
Madam Speaker, that is simply not 
fair. 

Besides the declining rates of return, 
we have a large, large deficit that we 
are facing in the future. The cost of 
doing nothing is profound. In the year 
2008, the Social Security surplus begins 
to decline and by the year 2018, Social 
Security begins to go bankrupt. It be-
gins to pay out more money than it 
takes in. That sea of red ink there, 
Madam Speaker, adds up to $10.4 tril-
lion. Nobody knows what that is, but I 
can tell you, that adds up to about 
$35,000 for every man, woman and child 
to save Social Security. 

b 1915 
If we do not do that, if we do not 

write out that check today, future gen-
erations are looking at unconscionable 
options. Number one, people who enter 
the workforce today, by the time they 
retire, if we do not take moves to 
strengthen Social Security now, they 
will be looking at having their benefits 
cut by almost a full third. How many 
seniors can afford to have their Social 
Security benefits cut by almost a 
third? 

And if we are not looking at massive 
benefit cuts, we are looking at massive 
tax hikes. This same group of people, 
people who enter the workforce today, 
if we do not take movement today, ac-
tion today, they are going to be look-
ing at a 42 percent increase in their 
payroll taxes. What will that do to 
families in America? How many hun-
dreds of thousands of people will lose 
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