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which would expand the name of the 
Department of the Navy to be Navy 
and Marine Corps. 

Mr. Speaker, we have four services 
that stand alone that represent the 
greatness of our men and women in 
uniform, the Army, the Navy, the Air 
Force and the Marine Corps. Mr. 
Speaker, all these services have great 
heritage and great history. The Marine 
Corps and the Navy are a team. Both 
are separate under the Department of 
Navy. The Marine Corps is not part of 
the Navy. The Navy is not part of the 
Marine Corps. It is under the Depart-
ment of the Navy. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important 
to recognize that the four services 
should be appreciated and recognized 
separately. I think it is important that 
the Marine Corps and the Navy, which 
are a team and remain a team, that the 
coach of the team, in this case which is 
the Secretary of the Navy, carry the 
name Secretary of Navy and Marine 
Corps. 

Mr. Speaker, this is the third year 
that this bill has been introduced. Each 
year the House in a bipartisan way 
sends this bill over to the Senate, but 
so far the other body has not been will-
ing to accept the House position. Al-
ready we have close to 70 Members, 
both Republican and Democrat, who 
have joined me again in H.R. 34 to ex-
pand the name of the Department of 
the Navy and Marine Corps. 

Mr. Speaker, let me share with you 
some of the comments from those who 
have served, the first one being Wade 
Sanders, who in 1993 to 1998 served as 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the 
Navy for Reserve Affairs. I want to 
read from his letter: 

‘‘As a combat veteran and former Naval of-
ficer, I understand the importance of the 
team dynamic, and the importance of recog-
nizing the contributions of team compo-
nents. The Navy and Marine Corps team is 
just that, a dynamic partnership, and it is 
important to symbolically recognize the bal-
ance of that partnership.’’ 

Let me also read a letter from the 
former commandant of the United 
States Marine Corps, General Charles 
Krulak: ‘‘I heartily endorse this bill as 
an initiative that appropriately honors 
all of the superb men and women of the 
Naval Service, sailors and Marines.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, very quickly, from the 
Fleet Reserve Association, which is 
made up of Navy, Marine Corps and 
Coast Guardsmen: ‘‘And, finally, the 
Corps as the second most senior armed 
service should receive the honor it 
truly deserves, equitable distinction 
among the military departments in the 
U.S. defense structure. Recognizing the 
Corps as an equal partner in a new De-
partment of the Navy and Marine 
Corps gives the Marines the distinction 
and esteem they truly deserve.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, let me close by pointing 
out why I believe this is so important. 
To my left is a blow-up of the citation 
of the Silver Star presented to the fam-

ily of a Marine who was killed at 
Nasiriyah. His name was Michael Bitz. 

Mr. Speaker, as you can see at the 
top, it was in the official heading, the 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington, 
D.C. and there is a Navy flag. Mr. 
Speaker, the Navy and the Marine 
Corps are a team, and this headline 
should be as a team. 

Let me show you, Mr. Speaker, when 
I take down the order and we had the 
graphic department to work with us on 
this. Let me show you just how dy-
namic this team is, this Marine who 
gave his life for his country, and his 
family received the Silver Star, tell me 
15 years down the road, Mr. Speaker, 
when his children look up at their 
daddy and their daddy gave his life for 
this country and he was a Marine. If 
this was hanging on the wall, the Sec-
retary of the Navy and Marine Corps 
with the Navy flag and the Marine flag, 
the team, Mr. Speaker, would that 
child not be proud of his daddy to know 
that his father died for this country 
and he was recognized as a Marine in 
the heading, Secretary of Navy and 
Marine Corps? 

Mr. Speaker, I intend to come down 
on the floor at least once a week for 
the next few weeks and try to get more 
and more of my colleagues, both Re-
publican and Democrat, to co-sponsor 
this legislation with me. It is time that 
the Marine Corps be treated equally 
and fairly. There are four services, 
which the Congress has said twice over 
the last 30 years. We have four services: 
Marine Corps, Army, Navy, and Air 
Force. It is time that the Department 
of the Navy carry the name Navy and 
Marine Corps. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I want to 
close by asking God to please bless our 
men and women in uniform and to 
bless their families. I ask God to please 
bless the families who have given a 
child dying for freedom in Afghanistan 
or Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, I close by asking God 
three times, please, God, please, God, 
please, God, continue to bless America. 

f 

STOP DENIAL OF ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE BY TURKEY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, Ambas-
sador Evans, the U.S. Ambassador to 
Armenia, recently when meeting with 
Armenian Americans during visits in 
several U.S. cities referenced the Ar-
menian genocide. In a series of public 
statements, Ambassador Evans who 
has studied Russian history at Yale 
and Columbia and Ottoman history at 
the Kennan Institute stated, ‘‘I will 
today call it the Armenian Genocide.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Ambassador Evans’ 
statements did not contradict U.S. pol-
icy, but rather articulated the same 

message that the Bush administration 
has sent to the public, the only dif-
ference in this case is that Ambassador 
Evans simply assigned the word to the 
definition that was already provided by 
President Bush as well as members of 
his administration. 

Breaking with a pattern on the part 
of the State Department of using alter-
native and evasive terminology for the 
Armenian genocide, Ambassador Evans 
pointed out that ‘‘no American official 
has ever denied it.’’ 

Now, Ambassador Evans was merely 
recounting the historical record which 
has been attested to by over 120 Holo-
caust and genocide scholars from 
around the world. In so doing, he was 
merely giving a name, the accurate de-
scription of genocide, to this very ad-
ministration’s statements on the issue. 

President Bush on April 24 of each of 
the last four years when commemo-
rating the Armenian genocide used the 
textbook definition of genocide with 
words and phrases such as ‘‘annihila-
tion’’ and ‘‘forced exile and murder.’’ 
Before him, President Reagan used the 
word ‘‘genocide’’ in 1981 when describ-
ing the annihilation of over 1.5 million 
Armenians. 

b 2000 

In the day of the genocide, our U.S. 
ambassador, then Henry Morgenthal, 
had the courage to speak out against 
the atrocities which he stated were a 
planned and systematic effort to anni-
hilate an entire race. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to add my name and my voice to 
all those who, like Ambassador Evans, 
know the truth and speak it plainly 
when discussing the Armenian geno-
cide. 

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to claim the gentleman 
from Ohio’s (Mr. STRICKLAND) time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CAFTA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SOLIS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, tonight I 
rise in strong opposition to the Central 
American Free Trade Agreement, oth-
erwise known as CAFTA, or DR- 
CAFTA. 

CAFTA is largely based on the North 
American Free Trade Agreement, also 
referred to as NAFTA. 

By signing CAFTA, the Bush admin-
istration has ignored the mistakes that 
we know here in the U.S. because of 
NAFTA, and in fact, CAFTA is nothing 
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