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New York during the unit's deployment. Ser-
geant Young has deployed with 174th Fighter
Wing numerous times, to Germany in support
of Cold War operational training exercises. He
also deployed with the 174th Fighter Wing in
support of Operation Southern Watch in March
2000 and again in August 2001, in support of
United Nations contingency operations against
Irag. After the September 11th terrorist at-
tacks, he performed active duty supporting
Combat Air Patrol sorties over New York City
in support of Operation Noble Eagle. On Octo-
ber 16, 2003, Sergeant Young volunteered for
his third Air Expeditionary Force deployment
this time in support of the Global War on Ter-
rorism. While deployed to Al Udeid Air Base,
Emirate of Qatar, he was attached to the
379th Expeditionary Maintenance Operations
Squadron, from October 17, 2003 to Decem-
ber 5, 2003, in support of combat operations
in Iraq and Afghanistan during Operation En-
during Freedom and Operation Iraqgi Freedom.

Sergeant Young has 31 years of combined
military service, 4 years of active duty with the
U.S. Navy and the remainder with the New
York Air National Guard. He holds an Asso-
ciate of Science Degree in Accounting and a
Bachelor of Business Administration degree.

His military decorations include the Meri-
torious Service Medal; Air Force Achievement
Medal with one oak leaf cluster. He holds the
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with Com-
bat “V” device and five oak leaf clusters; Navy
Meritorious Unit Commendation; Navy Good
Conduct Medal; Air Reserve Forces Meri-
torious Service Medal, with eight oak leaf clus-
ters. His military campaign and service awards
include the National Defense Service Medal
with two bronze service stars; Vietnam Service
Medal; Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal; Global War on Terrorism Service
Medal; Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon
with gold combat frame; and the Air Force
Longevity Service Ribbon, with six oak leaf
clusters; He also holds the Armed Forces Re-
serve Medal with silver hourglass device, mo-
bilization “M” device, and numeral 4; and the
Small Arms Expert Marksmanship Ribbon.

His New York State awards and decorations
include the New York State Long and Faithful
Service Award, with gold shield device; New
York State Defense of Liberty Medal; New
York State Exercise Support Ribbon, with two
“E” devices.

Without question, Mr. Speaker, Sergeant
Young is a very special person. He willingly
served his nation, exuding loyalty and pride.
For his unrelenting service in the U.S. Navy,
U.S. Air Force, and the Air National Guard,
Sergeant Young can retire knowing he has
earned such a status. | would like to wish him
well in his retirement years, as he will now be
able to spend more free time with his wife
Kristina, and two sons, Sean and Jason.
Thank you, Sergeant Young, for all your years
of hard work and dedication.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor George Bonner for his commitment to

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

serving his community and his country. Mr.
Bonner was honored at the annual brunch for
the Bayonne St. Patrick’'s Parade Committee,
which was held on February 20, 2005.

In 1999, Mr. Bonner began his service with
the United States Army Reserve. As a Ser-
geant, he bravely served for a year in Iraq and
Kuwait. For his efforts, Mr. Bonner was hon-
ored with two Army Commendation Medals.
He was awarded one medal for his training ef-
forts while under attack and the other for his
humanitarian aid.

Mr. Bonner graduated from Rutgers Univer-
sity with a degree in history and social studies.
A member of the Bayonne County Donegal
Association, he will be working at the parade
as an assistant to the Grand Marshall.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring George Bonner for his community in-
volvement and his brave service to our coun-

try.
————

IN HONOR OF HAROLD McCOY RE-
TIRING MARCH, 2005 46 YEARS OF
SERVICE TO THE CITY OF JOP-
LIN
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Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Harold McCoy on the day of his retire-
ment from 46 years of dedicated service to the
City of Joplin. Harold McCoy distinguished
himself in Southwest Missouri by his commit-
ment to improving the lives of the citizens in
the City of Joplin.

Harold McCoy began his career almost five
decades ago as a draftsman in the Engineer-
ing Department. He quickly moved on to be-
come the Assistant Director of Public Works
and then Director, and Deputy City Manager.
During this time of public service Harold
McCoy was responsible for the completion of
countless projects, which have greatly im-
pacted the prosperity of the region. He ex-
panded, maintained and developed over 430
miles of city streets. Along with other commu-
nity leaders, he had the vision 36 years ago
to maintain the traffic flow through the center
of Joplin with the 1-49 Rangeline Bypass. As
Director of Public Works, Harold built and ex-
panded three waste water treatment facilities.
He was also instrumental in the construction
and development of the Joplin Airport, which
is vital to the economy of Joplin and South-
west Missouri. Harold has significantly influ-
enced the economic development of this grow-
ing district. He was instrumental in bringing
businesses and financial opportunities to the
City of Joplin, and in supporting the infrastruc-
tures of these companies once they arrived.

Harold McCoy’s contributions throughout his
tenure in public service will not be forgotten.
The impact he made on the City of Joplin will
continue to serve as a monument to all his
hard work and sacrifices.
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF SPECIALIST BRIAN
ROBINSON

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the contributions of a great Amer-
ican, Specialist Brian Robinson. | honor him
today for his heroism in the fight against our
global enemies and in fighting for equitable
treatment for all Army National Guardsmen.

As a former member of the Nevada Army
National Guard, Spc. Robinson has shown
valor and honor in combat in Iraq against the
aggression of our enemies in the Global War
on Terror. Since his return to the United
States, overcoming near-fatal injuries and
other odds, Spc. Robinson has taken an ac-
tive stand to ensure that our returning Guards-
men and Reserves get their guaranteed pay
and benefits.

The inspirational story of this brave man is
one that deserves notice not just for his brav-
ery in combat, but for his determination to re-
form inequities in services for his fellow
guardsmen and soldiers. | encourage each of
my colleagues to diligently work to provide, in
an accurate and timely manner, pay and ben-
efits to reserve soldiers who have been injured
or have become ill fighting in the line of duty.
Our troops deserve that much for the sac-
rifices they have made volunteering to fight to
maintain the freedoms we all take for granted.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride and heart-
felt gratitude that | salute Spc. Robinson for
his bravery and sacrifice. | also honor him for
his continued determination to find solutions to
inequities in our military.

HONORING THE DEDICATION TO
PUBLIC SERVICE OF FRIO COUN-
TY JUDGE CARLOS GARCIA

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the distinguished public service of Frio
County Judge Carlos Garcia.

Judge Garcia was born in Pearsall, Texas,
and attended Pearsall High School. He is a
graduate of Durham Business College, and
was self-employed until 1986.

He began his career in public service as
Frio County Justice of the Peace in 1987. He
has been consistently re-elected by the people
of Frio County, and currently serves as the
presiding officer of the Frio County Commis-
sioners Court.

Outside of his work as a Frio County Judge,
Carlos Garcia has played an important role in
a wide variety of non-profit organizations. He
is a member of the Brush Country Mental
Health Retardation Committee, a member of
the board of directors of the Community Coun-
cil of South Central Texas, and Vice-Chair of
the South Texas Detention Complex Develop-
ment Corporation. He was one of the founding
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