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members of the IH 35 Economic and Develop-
ment Coalition, and serves on the Frio-
Atascosa Juvenile Board.

Judge Carlos Garcia has consistently
worked to make his community stronger, both
from the bench and in private life. His tireless,
committed service is an example to the rest of
us, and | am pleased to have this opportunity
to publicly give him my thanks.

IN HONOR OF MICHAEL DONOVAN

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Michael Donovan for his extensive
participation in community endeavors and
demonstrated leadership. Mr. Donovan was
honored at the annual brunch for the Bayonne
St. Patrick's Parade Committee, which was
held on February 20, 2005.

Mr. Donovan has devoted decades to com-
munity service. He is credited with helping es-
tablish the Irish-American League and served
as the League’s treasurer for three years. He
is a member of multiple organizations, includ-
ing the Knights of Columbus of Hillside, the
John F. Cryan Association of South Orange,
and the Morley McGovern Association of Ro-
selle Park. In the past, he has served as
Chairman of the New Jersey Irish Festival and
Grand Marshall of the Bayonne St. Patrick’s
Parade. This year, he will be working as an
assistant to the Grand Marshall.

Born and raised in Bayonne, Mr. Donovan
valiantly served his country in the Navy. He
was stationed on the destroyer tender USS
Everglades and the destroyer USS Eugene A.
Green. Now retired, Mr. Donovan used to
work as an industrial photographer and an
audio visual technician for the Exxon Com-
pany in Linden, New Jersey.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Michael Donovan for his strong com-
mitment to service and his outstanding work in
the community of Bayonne.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF SOUTHWEST MIS-
SOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay honor
to an institution that celebrates its 100th birth-
day this month—Southwest Missouri State
University at Springfield, Missouri with cam-
puses in West Plains and Mountain Grove.
During that century, Southwest Missouri State
University, or SMSU as its students and alum-
ni know it, has left its lasting mark of service
and academic achievement on the region, the
state, the nation and parts of the world.

Southwest Missouri State University was
founded March 17, 1905, in Springfield as
Missouri State Normal School, Fourth District.
With a faculty of 8, and 173 students in a sin-

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

gle building on 38 acres of farmland, the
school has evolved into the state’s second
largest institution of higher learning with 61
buildings and a student population of more
than 20,800. The faculty has changed too.
The 700-member faculty represents a diverse
group of researchers, educators, public serv-
ants and mentors in 192 fields of study and of-
fers more than 3,300 classes each year. The
school’'s budget exceeds $200 million and its
economic impact is an estimated $2 million
per day.

Its library, named after former President
Duane Meyer, is a shining example of the
growth and sophistication of SMSU. The num-
ber of books in the library has increased from
600 borrowed books in 1906 to 842,000
books, 928,000 government documents,
1,040,000 microforms, 35,000 audio-visual
items, and 180,000 maps today. This year, the
library will add its collection of union archives
to its offerings available over the Internet.

SMSU has “opened the door of opportunity”
for students who have dared to excel for the
past century and distinguished themselves in
academics, in research, in public service, and
in co-curricular activities and sports.

In 1995, SMSU gained further distinction by
adopting a statewide public affairs mission.
SMSU has had a profound effect on improving
the quality of life for citizens in Springfield, the
region, and the state.

March 17, 2005 is “Southwest Missouri
State University Founders Day.” It is part of a
year-long celebration of the school’'s 100 years
of service to Missouri. It is an appropriate
celebration to mark the significant contribu-
tions the institution has made to the citizens of
Missouri and the nation over the past 100
years.

The future looks bright for Springfield cam-
pus. It has strong, principled leadership, a
dedicated faculty that is actively involved in
many communities. The school’s research
goals are expanding and its student body
comes from nearly every county in the state.

The evolution of SMSU followed its name.
In its 100 years, the institution has had four
names—Missouri State Normal School, Fourth
District; Southwest Missouri State Teachers
College; Southwest Missouri State College;
and Southwest Missouri State University—
each name changed to more accurately reflect
what the institution had become.

Nowhere is that more evident than in the
growing ranks of its alumni that include gov-
ernors, members of Congress, members of
the state general assembly, countless local
and municipal officials, teachers, civic leaders
and business owners. | am proud to be among
the 80,000 living SMSU alumni today.

This school has earned the honor of being
called Missouri State University. It is a fitting
new name for this institution that has provided
excellence in higher education, research and
public service across the state and continues
to expand its service and reach into more
communities. | want to wish Missouri’s second
largest university at Springfield another 100
years of service to, not only the region, but
also the entire State of Missouri.

Go Bears!

March 1, 2005

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF SERGEANT JOSEPH
PEREZ

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the contributions of a great Amer-
ican, Sergeant Joseph Perez. | honor him
today for his heroism in the fight against our
global enemies and in fighting for equitable
treatment for all Army National Guardsmen.

As a former member of the Nevada Army
National Guard, Sgt. Perez has shown valor
and honor in combat in Iraq against the ag-
gression of our enemies in the Global War on
Terror. Since his return to the United States,
overcoming near-fatal injuries and other odds,
Sgt. Perez has taken an active stand to en-
sure that our returning Guardsmen and Re-
serves get their guaranteed pay and benefits.

The inspirational story of this brave man is
one that deserves notice not just for his brav-
ery in combat, but for his determination to re-
form inequities in services for their fellow
guardsmen and soldiers. | encourage each of
my colleagues to diligently work to provide, in
an accurate and timely manner, pay and ben-
efits to reserve soldiers who have been injured
or have become ill fighting in the line of duty.
Our troops deserve that much for the sac-
rifices they have made volunteering to fight to
maintain the freedoms we all take for granted.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride and heart-
felt gratitude that | salute Sgt. Perez for his
bravery and sacrifice. | also honor him for his
continued determination to find solutions to in-
equities in our military.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF HAYS COUNTY JUDGE JIM
POWERS

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Jim Powers for his many initiatives
and accomplishments as a judge and public
servant of Hays County, Texas.

Jim Powers was sworn in as Hays County
Judge in 1999 and became the first ever Re-
publican to be elected to the seat. Since tak-
ing office, Powers has helped make Hays
County one of the fastest growing counties in
Texas.

Powers has been very instrumental in the
growth and infrastructure development of Hays
County. He was crucial in a $47 million bond
issue to improve and make safer the roads in
Hays County. Powers also negotiated the
Hunter Road expansion project in San
Marcos, which is the second major highway
project in Hays County for the last 15 years.
In addition, Judge Powers was responsible for
purchasing 20 acres of land surrounding the
Civic Center for future expansion and develop-
ment.
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