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are the proud grandparents of two grandsons.
It is my distinct pleasure to ask my colleagues
to join in saluting my friend, Bruce Ramer, for
his successful endeavors on behalf of humani-
tarian and democratic ideals, his exemplary
leadership and for his impressive contributions
to the field of law.

IN HONOR OF TOM SUMOWSKI
HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Tom Sumowski on receiving the
Emergency Medical Technician, EMT, of the
Year award by the Knights of Columbus, K of
C. Mr. Sumowski was recognized at the an-
nual Knight of Honors event on February 26,
2005, in Bayonne, New Jersey.

For 5 years, Mr. Sumowski has diligently
worked at the McCabe Ambulance Service. A
quality EMT, he was recently promoted to the
rank of Captain. Known for his dedicated serv-
ice and compassion, he has earned the re-
spect and admiration of colleagues and
friends.

Born and raised in Bayonne, Mr. Sumowski
graduated from Seton Hall University and the
Bergen County Law and Public Safety Insti-
tute.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Tom Sumowski for his exceptional
service to the people of Bayonne. As a result
of his tireless work in the medical field and his
commitment and enthusiasm, he continues to
play a vital role in the community and has
positively affected countless lives.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DOMINICAN
INDEPENDENCE

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, on February 27,
2005, we celebrated the 161st anniversary of
Dominican independence and the love of lib-
erty that unites the Dominican Republic and
the United States and stands as a symbol of
freedom worldwide.

The United States is a stronger and better
country for the more than one million
Dominicans who live here. New York City is
even more culturally rich thanks to the more
than 650,000 Dominicans who have settled
there. | am proud that so many live in my
Congressional District.

We, the United States and the Dominican
Republic, give each other strength by our mu-
tual support. Americans have always sup-
ported Dominican independence and admire
the free and fair elections that have helped to
make the country a model for emerging de-
mocracies. Our friendship inspires us to work
towards even greater democratic and eco-
nomic development.

We in the United States celebrate Domini-
can independence and the Dominican spirit, a
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spirit of liberty and courage—a spirit that val-
ues family and faith, education and service—
the same spirit that has helped to shape
America.

Our nations will work together because our
futures are bound to one another. Geography
makes us neighbors, but our shared values
make us friends—a friendship built on com-
mon customs and ideals.

The fight for Dominican independence in
1844 continues to inspire us today. It shows
that brave and determined people, committed
to a noble cause, can do great good. That
was true in the Dominican Republic just as it
was true for the United States.

We have come a long way together and we
shall continue our journey together with re-
spect and understanding, with mutual support,
and with customary respect. Long Live the
United States and Viva La Republica
Dominicana.

INTRODUCTION OF THE POST OF-
FICE COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, one rea-
son | came to Congress is to make the Fed-
eral government a better partner to commu-
nities. One of the simplest ways to achieve
that objective does not require new rules or
regulations for local or state governments, and
it does not require massive outlays of our
budget driving us even deeper into deficit. The
simplest answer is for the Federal government
to follow the same rules that all others must
follow.

To this end, | am reintroducing the Post Of-
fice Community Partnership Act. This bill out-
lines minimum community contact procedures
that the United States Postal Service must
pursue for any proposed closing, consolida-
tion, relocation, or construction of a post of-
fice. Simply put, the bill requires the Postal
Service to comply with local zoning, planning,
or other land use laws.

This legislation has had the bipartisan sup-
port of the majority of the House of Represent-
atives and in past Congresses passed the
Senate only to become the victim of the poli-
tics of postal reform. In recent sessions there
have been efforts at more comprehensive leg-
islation that all include some variation of this
bill as an enticement for passage. The pres-
sure from our legislation has in fact encour-
aged some within the Postal Service to make
significant progress. I've met with members of
the Board of Governors of the U.S. Postal
Service, the Postal Rate Commissioners, and
the National League of Postmasters, and they
have made progress. There are outstanding
examples of where they have worked with the
local community to make the post office an in-
tegral part of a downtown or main street.

It is time, however, to make this relationship
something that every community can count on.
It is time to make this relationship part of the
Postal Service’s regular activities. It should not
be an exception, it should not require luck or
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extraordinary political action, and there should
be no variation in the commitment to providing
the finest examples of being a part of each
and every community.

Last year, Congress failed on acting expedi-
ently to pass comprehensive postal legislation
that included provisions from the Post Office
Community Partnership Act. | am hopeful that
this hesitation will not be repeated in the 109th
Congress. Congress has the opportunity to set
the tone for the Postal Service and federal
government to become a full partner in the liv-
ability of our communities, leading by example
so our families are safer, healthier, and more
economically secure.

———

INTRODUCTION OF H.J. RES. 30
AMENDING THE U.S. CONSTITU-
TION TO GUARANTEE A RIGHT
TO QUALITY HEALTH CARE

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2005

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
join my colleague, Congressman JESSE JACK-
SON Jr., to introduce an amendment to the US
Constitution to guarantee health care as a
right in this nation.

The current state of our health care system,
if you want to call it a “system,” is bleak. Yet,
Congress and the White House continue to ig-
nore the problems we face, or worse yet, offer
ideological solutions that only exacerbate our
current ills. Making changes to the tax code
will do nothing to extend high-quality health
care to the millions who are left outside of the
system today. | am frustrated, as many Ameri-
cans are, with the lack of leadership on this
issue. This is why | have come back to an
idea | had more than a decade ago—to force
Congress to provide health care of equal high
quality for all by guaranteeing this right in our
Constitution.

The problems we see today are the same
that have been with us for the past century.
While some claim that the U.S. has the best
health care system in the world, the high-tech
medical technologies that are available to
some in this country are out of reach to the 45
million uninsured—including eight million chil-
dren—and millions more who are under-
insured and cannot afford this care. Even
when people do have health insurance, bare-
bones policies with high out-of-pocket costs
help force millions of families into bankruptcy
each year. Access to “the best medical care
in the world” shouldn’t be determined by your
income tax bracket.

And for all the praise of the advanced med-
ical technologies available in this country,
high-tech does not necessarily equate to high
quality. Although the U.S. spends far more
than any other nation on medical care, we do
not have the best health status. Studies have
shown that overall Americans receive the rec-
ommended treatment only 50 percent of the
time.

Inequities in our system are not only based
on what people can afford or where they live.
Perhaps the most disturbing finding in recent
years is the disparities in access, treatment,
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