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IN HONOR OF CARL KOCINA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Carl Kocina of Parma, Ohio, as we 
commemorate his February 20th birthday— 
one hundred years young—and still bowling 
strikes. 

Mr. Kocina was born in Trieste, Austria, and 
arrived at Ellis Island as a young boy of 
seven. His family settled in Cleveland, and 
though far from their homeland, they kept alive 
the musical and cultural traditions of their be-
loved Austria. He taught himself to play the 
accordion, and with his brothers, formed the 
Kocina Trio. The Trio played for many years at 
social and family events. 

Mr. Kocina was instilled with a strong work 
ethic—a philosophy that he maintains to this 
day. At 15, he started work in a local factory, 
and retired fifty years later as a supervisor of 
a plant that manufactured aircraft parts. 
Today, his active lifestyle reflects deep joy and 
energy, both on and off the bowling lanes. Mr. 
Kocina lives independently, and hones his cul-
inary talents on a regular basis. He is sur-
rounded by family and friends, especially his 
daughter, Florence Husbeck, granddaughter, 
Linda Butler, and great-grandson, Grant But-
ler. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Mr. Carl Kocina, 
as we celebrate his 100th birthday. Mr. Kocina 
continues to be an inspiration to everyone in 
his life—especially his family and friends. His 
energy, agility and joy for living serve to high-
light the philosophy that life’s possibilities and 
joys are within reach for every one of us, re-
gardless of our chronological age. We wish 
him many blessings of continued health and 
happiness today, tomorrow, and for all days to 
come. 
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CONGRESSIONAL TRIBUTE TO 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE SCOTT 
SHACKLETON 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank a retiring Michigan state legislator for his 
service. State Representative Scott 
Shackleton has just completed his third and 
final term representing the 107th District of the 
Michigan House, which includes Chippewa, 
Mackinac, and Emmet Counties, as well as a 
part of Cheboygan County. 

I appreciate Representative Shackleton’s six 
years of service to the people of Northern 
Michigan. Like all of us who represent this 
rural part of the state, he has worked to make 
sure our region gets its fair share in his role 
as Chairman of the House Appropriations 
Transportation Subcommittee. 

I also want to mention Representative 
Shackleton’s family. He and his wife Karen 
have two young sons, Henry and John. Each 

of us who has served in public office when we 
have young children at home know the sac-
rifices that families make in order to represent 
our communities. I am sure that the 
Shackleton family has made those sacrifices, 
and they deserve our thanks as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing Representative 
Shackleton for his service to the people of 
Northern Michigan, and in wishing him well as 
he leaves public life. 
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IN MEMORY OF MAGDALENO 
SANCHEZ DUENAS 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a courageous American, a man 
who was willing to give everything to this 
country, but who got far too little in return. 
Magdaleno Sanchez Duenas was born in 
Maasin, Philippines on May 27, 1914 into a 
large loving family with seven brothers and 
sisters. Mr. Duenas worked several jobs 
throughout the years, moving in 1937 to 
Davao City. There, in November 1941 on the 
eve of World War II, Mr. Duenas was asked 
to join the impending fight for freedom as a 
soldier in the U.S. Armed Forces. Mr. Duenas 
proudly joined the 101st Infantry. 

To say Mr. Duenas fought bravely is an un-
derstatement. In 1943, he joined guerilla 
forces living in the mountains. He fought with-
out shoes, living on a diet of ‘‘camote’’ (yams) 
and ‘‘lugaw’’ (rice porridge). On December 24, 
1942, he was captured by the Japanese while 
gathering food for his fellow freedom fighters. 
He was immediately interrogated, yet he re-
fused to relinquish any information that would 
reveal the hiding place of the guerilla forces. 
That night, Mr. Duenas managed to escape 
and return to his mountain hiding place. On 
April 4, 1943, Mr. Duenas helped engineer 
and carry out a rescue operation that freed ten 
American soldiers from captivity at the Davao 
Penal Colony. Mr. Duenas kept them fed and 
hidden and helped them rejoin the guerilla 
forces. 

For his wartime heroism, Mr. Duenas de-
served fame. Tragically, however, this was not 
why he came into the public eye. Mr. Duenas 
realized a life-long dream and immigrated to 
the United States, arriving in Richmond, Cali-
fornia in 1992. It was upon his arrival in Amer-
ica that Mr. Duenas and 16 other Filipino 
American World War II veterans were held in 
virtual captivity by an abusive landlord who 
beat them, kept them chained, and fed them 
only dog food, all the while stealing their 
monthly Social Security checks. In December 
1993, a group of Filipino American advocates 
discovered the heinous abuses and rescued 
Mr. Duenas and the other Filipino American 
heroes that were trapped with him. 

During his final years, Mr. Duenas lived 
quietly in the Tenderloin District of San Fran-
cisco. Those who knew him remember him 
with deep affection as an endearing com-
panion with a knit cap, and a folding two- 
wheel cart to get around. 

It is a equally tragic that Mr. Duenas and his 
other Filipino veterans still have never re-
ceived full recognition from our government for 
their patriotism during World War II. In his final 
years, Mr. Duenas was featured in two docu-
mentaries and his story remains at the center 
of the battle for veteran Filipinos from our 
greatest generation. Sadly, Mr. Duenas did not 
live to see the story through to completion. He 
died this past weekend, on February 27th, at 
the age of ninety. 

Mr. Speaker, since 1948 every Christmas 
Mr. Duenas received a token from General 
Schoefner, one of the ten soldiers he saved 
those many years ago. This simple, poignant 
gesture of gratitude is a reminder as Ameri-
cans, we all owe this man and his comrades 
more than just a debt of gratitude. We owe 
them the promise of the full equity. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot allow more brave 
men like Mr. Duenas to die before we act on 
legislation introduced by my colleagues BOB 
FILNER and DUKE CUNNINGHAM, H.R. 302, the 
Filipino Veterans Equity Act of 2005. This is 
the gift we owe to all Filipino veterans who 
fought along side U.S. soldiers during World 
War II. 
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HONORING ROBERT WARREN 
PEARCE’S MILITARY SERVICE TO 
OUR COUNTRY 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Robert Warren Pearce in honor of his 
service to our country during World War II. 

Mr. Pearce was born in Terra Haute, Indi-
ana, on November 20, 1921, as the younger 
of two sons of Mr. Owen Pearce, who is the 
son of immigrants from Wiesbaden, Germany. 

At the age of 21, Mr. Pearce resigned from 
his duties on RDX and bomb development for 
Dupont and enlisted in the Air Force in 1942. 
He began cadet training in San Antonio, 
Texas; and rose to the rank of a First Lieuten-
ant bombardier and gunnery officer on a B–17 
in the 452nd Bomber Group of the 8th Air 
Force, stationed near Attleboro, England. 

During World War II, he flew 25 missions as 
a Deputy Lead that involved the bombing of 
Wiesbaden, Germany, and food drops over 
Holland. His squadron also destroyed sub-
marine pens, ammunition factories, and rail-
road marshalling yards in Berlin. When his 
bomber crew returned to the United States, 
Mr. Pearce stayed on in England to teach X 
Box Navigation and flew additional missions 
with a new crew. 

After an honorable discharge from the U.S. 
Army Air Corps, Mr. Pearce joined the Re-
serves where he served until 1957. He mar-
ried Mary Jane Powers and moved to Ft. Lau-
derdale, Florida, where he lived for 48 years; 
and as a successful independent business-
man, Robert and Mary Jane Powers raised 
four sons who shared pride in their father’s 
service to our Nation. Mr. Pearce now resides 
in Ormond Beach, where he currently coura-
geously battles Parkinson’s disease. 

Mr. Speaker, because of Mr. Pearce’s dedi-
cation to our country, I want to take this op-
portunity to recognize his war service, and ask 
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