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for her 34 years of commitment and devotion 
to the House of Representatives and also to 
join me in wishing her the very best that life 
has to offer in the future. 

f 

COMMENDING AMERICORPS AND 
THE WEST SENECA YOUTH 
BUREAU FOR OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend the Americorps program in the town 
of West Seneca, New York, for its outstanding 
contributions to our Western New York and to 
recognize the West Seneca Youth Bureau for 
its exemplary service to the residents of Erie 
County and Western New York. 

Through its network of more than 2,100 
service programs, AmeriCorps has assisted 
millions of Americans through tutoring, running 
after school programs, building affordable 
housing, cleaning parks, and assisting with 
disaster relief. 

A shining example of the significance of 
AmeriCorps’ service to our Nation’s commu-
nities is the West Seneca Youth Bureau of the 
town of West Seneca, in Erie County, New 
York. The West Seneca Youth Bureau hosts 
seven different AmeriCorps programs, and 
through these programs, volunteers have pro-
vided a broad range of needed services to 
Western New Yorkers. 

West Seneca’s Service Action Corps is one 
of the major donors of food in Western New 
York, delivering 15,000 pounds of food to local 
pantries every day. Through Standard Bear-
er’s of America’s Promise, AmeriCorps tutors 
provide young students in Buffalo and Erie 
County with the tools needed to help them be-
come independent readers. Their Erie County 
Youth Conservation Corps program teaches 
marketable skills to at-risk youth so they can 
use these skills in the professional world. 
Through YouthBuild, at-risk youth learn basic 
construction and carpentry skills and gain col-
lege credits while building low cost housing for 
Western New Yorkers in need. 

Since its inception, West Seneca 
AmeriCorps volunteers have shoveled more 
than one-half million pounds of snow for local 
residents and businesses, provided area food 
banks with over 6 million pounds of food, tu-
tored more than 18,000 students, cleaned 150 
nature trails, countless parks and playgrounds 
and cleared hundreds of vacant lots. 

AmeriCorps’ commitment to education, pub-
lic safety, the environment and health has 
made it an incredibly successful organization 
that I am proud to recognize today. Thanks to 
the dedicated volunteers of AmeriCorps and 
the West Seneca Youth Bureau, thousands of 
my constituents have received much needed 
education and support. I congratulate the or-
ganization for 10 years of service, and look 
forward to working with them for years to 
come, and I thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the 
opportunity to recognize their achievements 
here today. 

HONORING BG WILLIAM 
TERPELUK, DEPUTY COM-
MANDER, 77TH REGIONAL READI-
NESS COMMAND, FORT TOTTEN, 
NEW YORK 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor BG William Terpeluk. BG William 
Terpeluk will complete his term as Deputy 
Commander for the 77th Regional Readiness 
Command this month. He served from 31 
March 2001–30 March 2005, which included 
valuable service during the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and throughout the War on 
Terror. 

The 77th Regional Readiness Command is 
the Army Reserve headquarters for over 
11,000 Army Reserve soldiers. Approximately 
6,500 Army Reserve soldiers have been mobi-
lized in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Enduring Freedom. Their serv-
ice to our Nation is to be commended. 

Throughout his career Brigadier General 
Terpeluk has served with honor and distinc-
tion. His military awards include the Meri-
torious Service Medal with 3 Oak Leaf Clus-
ters, the Army Commendation Medal with 2 
Oak Leaf Clusters, the Army Achievement 
Medal with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Army 
Reserve Components Achievement Medal with 
Silver Oak Leaf Cluster. He has also received 
the National Defense Service Medal, the 
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with Silver 
Hourglass, the Army Service Ribbon and the 
Overseas Service Ribbons. 

Brigadier General Terpeluk is an Infantry Of-
ficer who received his commission as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant through the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps Program in 1974 from the Vir-
ginia Military Institute. After completing the In-
fantry Course at Fort Benning, Georgia, he 
served on Active Duty as the Executive Offi-
cer, Company E, 3d Battalion, 3d Basic Com-
bat Training Brigade, Fort Dix, NJ. 

Throughout his career Brigadier General 
Terpeluk has served at 79th United States 
Army Reserve Command, Willow Grove, PA, 
and in Camp Casey and Camp Howze, Korea. 

Today, we honor his service to our city and 
to our Nation and wish him well in all his fu-
ture endeavors. 
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CARNEY-NADEAU HIGH SCHOOL 
GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the players, coaches and man-
agers of the 2004 Carney-Nadeau High 
School Wolves girls basketball team in rec-
ognition of their outstanding season. The 24– 
2 Wolves went to the Michigan Class D semi- 

finals this year, winning Conference, District 
and Regional titles along the way. 

Carney-Nadeau may be one of the smallest 
schools in their division, and in my district, but 
they have been a force to be reckoned with in 
the Upper Peninsula and statewide. Their trip 
to the state semi-finals on December 2nd at 
the Breslin Center in East Lansing continued 
their streak of post season success that start-
ed with a State Championship in 2001. In 
2002, they went to the state semi-finals, and 
to the regional finals in 2003. 

This tradition of excellence motivated the 
team all season long. But it is a tradition that 
has deep roots in this small but close-knit 
Upper Peninsula community. The basketball 
program is supported by fundraisers run by 
the players, and the community turns out to 
demonstrate that the team is important to 
them, and that they share the young women’s 
pride in their on-court and off-court successes. 
It also gives them a real sense of ownership 
of the team and their community. 

This support is not surprising when you 
know that Carney-Nadeau Public Schools is a 
district with grades K–12 in one building, giv-
ing it a family atmosphere where the older stu-
dents, and especially the athletes, provide 
strong role-models for the younger ones. This 
sense of family is perhaps best represented 
by the team meals that the players’ families 
take turns preparing before each game. 

It is hard to talk about the Carney-Nadeau 
Wolves success this year without mentioning 
All-State senior Carly Benson. The 6-foot-2 
center averaged 22.4 points, 11.1 rebounds, 
5.1 blocks, 5.1 steals and 4.8 assists and shot 
62 percent this year on her way to being 
named the Class D Player of the Year. But on 
this team, all the players are leaders, and the 
team captain role rotated each game. 

Mr. Speaker, each of these players de-
serves to be recognized, along with the coach-
es, managers, and school officials that were 
instrumental to their success, and I want to 
take a moment to share their names with my 
colleagues. 

Team members: Katee Retaskie, Amanda 
Poupore, Lacey Retaskie, Meghan Schetter, 
Carly Benson, Jenny Grabowski, Rachel 
Kuntze, Roseann Schetter, Laurie Tuinstra, 
Ashley Folcik, Tarra Moran, and Meghan 
Marsicek. 

Head Coach Paul Polfus, who is 482–120 in 
25 years of coaching at Carney-Nadeau; As-
sistant Coaches Randy Severinsen, and Jon 
Ray; Trainer Marty Laurila; Managers Matt 
Polfus, Cory Thiry, Pete Adams, and Jared 
Benson; Athletic Director Ron Solberg; and 
Superintendent/Principal Ken Linder. 

While their loss to Portland St. Patrick High 
School was disappointing, I know the Carney- 
Nadeau Wolves are rightly proud of their out-
standing season, and all of the hard work, 
love, determination, perseverance, optimism, 
and skill they put in to it. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating the Carney- 
Nadeau girls basketball team, their class-
mates, parents, and community on their suc-
cess in the 2004 season and in wishing them 
well when they hit the court again in the fall. 
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ARTICLE ON ATROCITIES IN 

DARFUR, SUDAN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
bring to your attention an excellent op-ed arti-
cle written in today’s New York Times by Nico-
las D. Kristof titled ‘‘The American Witness.’’ I 
ask that this article be inserted into the record. 
The op-ed article highlights the atrocities that 
are now occurring in Darfur, Sudan and the 
continuing level of indifference that the West 
has towards the people of Africa. In light of all 
of the rhetoric we hear from the United States 
regarding its strong commitment to liberate 
people from tyrant dictators, spread democ-
racy around the world, and fight terrorism, I 
am left to wonder if these same principles do 
not apply to the people of Africa. 

Without a doubt, genocide is occurring in 
Darfur, Sudan, and its government bears re-
sponsibility for the mass killings. Last summer, 
Congress declared the atrocities occurring in 
Darfur to be genocide, and the Bush Adminis-
tration reached the same conclusion in Sep-
tember 2004. Nonetheless, the Bush Adminis-
tration has done little, beyond acknowledging 
the crime, to engage the international commu-
nity in stopping the slaughters of tens of thou-
sands of innocent people. While there are no 
reliable estimates on the number of people 
killed as a result of the humanitarian crisis, ob-
servers estimate that 300,000 people have 
been killed since the beginning of the recent 
conflict in 2003. Meanwhile, an estimated 1.6 
million people have been displaced from their 
homes and more than 213,000 people have 
been forced to seek refuge in neighboring 
Chad. 

Last month, the United Nations released the 
Report of the International Commission on In-
quiry on Darfur which stated that, 
‘‘[g]overnment forces and militias conducted 
indiscriminate attacks, including killing of civil-
ians, torture, enforced disappearances, de-
struction of villages, rape and other forms of 
sexual violence, pillaging and forced displace-
ment throughout Darfur’’ and that such acts 
‘‘were conducted on a widespread and sys-
tematic basis, and therefore may amount to 
crimes against humanity.’’ 

Now that the United Nations have substan-
tiated what many of us have known for awhile, 
it is time that the West to take deliberative ac-
tion to force the perpetrators of the genocide 
in Darfur to end the slaughter of innocent civil-
ians. At the behest of the United States, the 
United Nations Security Council must pass a 
resolution condemning the crimes against hu-
manity that are occurring in Darfur and impose 
sanctions against the Government of Sudan if 
they do not stop the killings. The Security 
Council should also act to freeze the assets of 
and deny entry visas to perpetrators of geno-
cide, and extend the arms embargo to the 
Government of Sudan. 

In addition to these actions, the Bush Ad-
ministration should work with its NATO allies 
to provide the African Union forces with con-
crete assistance and peace keeping troops on 
the ground in Darfur. I encourage the Bush 

Administration to continue to provide critical 
logistical and equipment support to the African 
Union forces. Finally, I also encourage that 
Administration to reappoint a Special Envoy to 
Sudan as quickly as possible to ensure that 
the United States has a visible role in resolv-
ing this horrific crisis. 

The plight of the people of Darfur should 
garner great sympathy from the Bush Adminis-
tration. Now that we know Iraq had no Weap-
ons of Mass Destruction and no connection to 
the 9–11 attacks, the President claims a man-
date to engage in war to liberate oppressed 
people from tyrannical governments. Should 
not his so-called God-given mandate compel 
him to take the lead in getting our friends on 
the United Nation’s Security Council to impose 
sanctions on the government of Sudan and, if 
necessary, institute other deliberative meas-
ures to stop the killing? After all, if the Bush 
Administration can send young men and 
women from poor communities and National 
Guard and reservists into Iraq to liberate its 
people from the tyrant forces of Saddam Hus-
sein, then surely we can take steps to get the 
international community to stop the killing in 
Sudan and bring the perpetrators to justice. 

If we can learn any lessons from history, we 
should commit ourselves to ensuring that we 
do not fail the people of Sudan in the manner 
in which we failed the people of Rwanda 
where an estimated one million people who 
were slaughtered in the early 1990’s while the 
world community sat on the sidelines. Only 
now are Americans learning through the movie 
Hotel Rwanda how we as a Nation failed a 
people. The crisis that is occurring in Darfur 
presents the Bush Administration with an op-
portunity to resuscitate its reputation in the 
international community. 
[From the New York Times, March 2, 2005.] 

THE AMERICAN WITNESS 

(By Nicholas D. Kristof) 

American soldiers are trained to shoot at 
the enemy. They’re prepared to be shot at. 
But what young men like Brian Steidle are 
not equipped for is witnessing a genocide but 
being unable to protect the civilians plead-
ing for help. 

If President Bush wants to figure out 
whether the U.S. should stand more firmly 
against the genocide in Darfur, I suggest 
that he invite Mr. Steidle to the White 
House to give a briefing. Mr. Steidle, a 28- 
year-old former Marine captain, was one of 
just three American military advisers for the 
African Union monitoring team in Darfur— 
and he is bursting with frustration. 

‘‘Every single day you go out to see an-
other burned village, and more dead bodies,’’ 
he said. ‘‘And the children—you see 6-month- 
old babies that have been shot, and 3-year- 
old kids with their faces smashed in with 
rifle butts. And you just have to stand there 
and write your reports.’’ 

While journalists and aid workers are 
sharply limited in their movements in 
Darfur, Mr. Steidle and the monitors trav-
eled around by truck and helicopter to inves-
tigate massacres by the Sudanese govern-
ment and the janjaweed militia it sponsors. 
They have sometimes been shot at, and once 
his group was held hostage, but they have 
persisted and become witnesses to system-
atic crimes against humanity. 

So is it really genocide? 
‘‘I have no doubt about that,’’ Mr. Steidle 

said. ‘‘It’s a systematic cleansing of peoples 

by the Arab chiefs there. And when you talk 
to them, that’s what they tell you. They’re 
very blunt about it. One day we met a 
janjaweed leader and he said, ‘Unless you get 
back four camels that were stolen in 2003, 
then we’re going to go to these four villages 
and burn the villages, rape the women, kill 
everyone.’ And they did.’’ 

The African Union doesn’t have the troops, 
firepower or mandate to actually stop the 
slaughter, just to monitor it. Mr. Steidle 
said his single most frustrating moment 
came in December when the Sudanese gov-
ernment and the janjaweed attacked the vil-
lage of Labado, which had 25,000 inhabitants. 
Mr. Steidle and his unit flew to the area in 
helicopters, but a Sudanese general refused 
to let them enter the village—and also re-
fused to stop the attack. 

‘‘It was extremely frustrating—seeing the 
village burn, hearing gunshots, not being 
able to do anything,’’ Mr. Steidle said. ‘‘The 
entire village is now gone. It’s a big black 
spot on the earth.’’ 

When Sudan’s government is preparing to 
send bombers or helicopter gunships to at-
tack an African village, it shuts down the 
cellphone system so no one can send out 
warnings. Thus the international monitors 
know when a massacre is about to unfold. 
But there’s usually nothing they can do. 

The West, led by the Bush administration, 
is providing food and medical care that is 
keeping hundreds of thousands of people 
alive. But we’re managing the genocide, not 
halting it. 

‘‘The world is failing Darfur,’’ said Jan 
Egeland, the U.N. under secretary general 
for humanitarian affairs. ‘‘We’re only play-
ing the humanitarian card, and we’re just 
witnessing the massacres.’’ 

President Bush is pushing for sanctions, 
but European countries like France are dis-
gracefully cool to the idea—and China is 
downright hostile, playing the same sup-
portive role for the Darfur genocide that it 
did for the Khmer Rouge genocide. 

Mr. Steidle has just quit his job with the 
African Union, but he plans to continue 
working in Darfur to do his part to stand up 
to the killers. Most of us don’t have to go to 
that extreme of risking our lives in Darfur— 
we just need to get off the fence and push our 
government off, too. 

At one level, I blame President Bush—and, 
even more, the leaders of European, Arab 
and African nations—for their passivity. But 
if our leaders are acquiescing in genocide, 
that’s because we citizens are passive, too. If 
American voters cared about Darfur’s geno-
cide as much as about, say, the Michael 
Jackson trial, then our political system 
would respond. One useful step would be the 
passage of the Darfur Accountability Act, to 
be introduced today by Senators Jon Corzine 
and Sam Brownback. The legislation calls 
for such desperately needed actions as ex-
panding the African Union force and estab-
lishing a military no-fly zone to stop Sudan 
from bombing civilians. 

As Martin Luther King Jr. put it: ‘‘Man’s 
inhumanity to man is not only perpetrated 
by the vitriolic actions of those who are bad. 
It is also perpetrated by the vitiating inac-
tion of those who are good.’’ 

f 

HAITI 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my support for increased 
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