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have been made, we may get no bank-
ruptcy bill at all if we try to take more
amendments.

The lopsided votes in favor of this
bill in the past—with 70, 83, and even 97
votes in this Chamber—reveal that we
are left with only a small minority of
opposition. The fact is that a large ma-
jority of this body recognizes that we
are not doing anything radical in this
bill.

We simply ask that higher-income
filers who can pay their bills, should
pay their bills. It is as simple as that.
There is no reason to ask the vast ma-
jority of bill-paying consumers to pick-
up the tab when those with means do
not repay their obligations.

After 8 long years, we have com-
promised every which way we can. The
remaining amendments being proposed
are just further adjustments of adjust-
ments to adjustments that were al-
ready made during this process.

There is simply no reason to con-
tinue to holdup this bill through the
amendment process. The Ilonger we
delay, the greater the chances for mis-
chief. The more we stall this measure,
the more likely we open it to political,
message amendments that can only act
to stall work on this bill.

A time comes when you just have to
say enough is enough. Eight years
should be long enough to pass one bill.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
voting for cloture.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I want
to explain my decision to oppose clo-
sure on the Bankruptcy bill. I have of-
fered an amendment to this bill mod-
eled on legislation I have introduced to
set up a permanent health care trust
fund for current and former Libby resi-
dents, and former workers at the W.R.
Grace vermiculite mine in Libby, MT.
The trust fund will help pay for med-
ical costs associated with treating as-
bestos-related disease or illness caused
by exposure to deadly tremolite asbes-
tos and other fibers released by Grace’s
mining operations.

I offered this amendment to this bill
because it presented an opportunity to
make whole the people of Libby, who
have suffered, while preventing a com-
pany like W.R. Grace, which has filed
for bankruptcy, from emerging from
that bankruptcy without setting up a
health-care trust fund for its victims.

I have worked very hard to make
sure the people of Libby, MT, are pro-
tected in any asbestos legislation to
come before Congress; to include spe-
cial provisions in an asbestos bill for
Libby residents that take into account
the unique kind of health impacts asso-
ciated with exposure to the deadly as-
bestos fibers from the W.R. Grace
vermiculite mine.

For years, I have been committed to
securing a common sense solution for
the residents of Libby. I strongly be-
lieve that too many people have suf-
fered, and they deserve fair compensa-

tion. I will do everything in my power
to help Libby make their community
whole again and to make sure their
long-term health care needs are met.
Passing bankruptcy legislation, with
consideration of my asbestos amend-
ment is essential. I will fight to get ad-
ditional protections for Libby residents
and then work to pass the bill.

Unfortunately, we have not had an
opportunity to vote on this amend-
ment, and it has been judged to be non-
germane. The bankruptcy bill is all
about responsibility and account-
ability. This amendment tries to hold
W.R. Grace accountable for its actions.
Because we were not able to vote on
this amendment, I can not support lim-
iting debate on this bill.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the hour of 12:30
p.m. having arrived, the Senate will
stand in recess until the hour of 2:15
p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:44 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m., and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. VOINOVICH).

————
BANKRUPTCY ABUSE PREVENTION
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION

ACT OF 2005—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the hour of 2:15 p.m.
having arrived, the Senate will proceed
to a vote on a motion to invoke cloture
on S. 256. Under the previous order, the
clerk will report the motion to invoke
cloture.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Calendar
No. 14, S. 256, a bill to amend title 11 of the
United States Code, and for other purposes.

Bill Frist, Arlen Specter, Chuck Grass-
ley, Judd Gregg, Thad Cochran, R.F.
Bennett, Wayne Allard, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Jeff Sessions, Trent Lott, Rick
Santorum, John Warner, John Thune,
Orrin Hatch, Lisa Murkowski, Mel
Martinez, Sam Brownback.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on S. 256, the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Con-
sumer Protection Act of 2005, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant journal clerk called the
roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 69,
nays 31, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 29 Leg.]

YEAS—69
Alexander DeWine McCain
Allard Dole McConnell
Allen Domenici Murkowski
Bennett Ensign Nelson (FL)
Biden Enzi Nelson (NE)
Bond Frist Pryor
Brownback Graham Roberts
Bunning Grassley Salazar
Burns Gregg Santorum
Burr Hagel Sessions
Byrd Hatch Shelby
Carper Hutchison Smith
Chafee Inhofe Snowe
Chambliss Isakson Specter
Coburn Johnson Stabenow
Cochran Kohl Stevens
Coleman Kyl Sununu
Collins Landrieu Talent
Conrad Lieberman Thomas
Cornyn Lincoln Thune
Craig Lott Vitter
Crapo Lugar Voinovich
DeMint Martinez Warner

NAYS—31
Akaka Durbin Mikulski
Baucus Feingold Murray
Bayh Feinstein Obama,
Bingaman Harkin Reed
Boxer Inouye Reid
Cantwell Jeffords Rockefeller
Clinton Kennedy Sarbanes
Corzine Kerry .
Dayton Lautenberg ‘SVO; (;1er;1e1
Dodd Leahy
Dorgan Levin

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 69, the nays are 31.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous

consent that Senator DOLE be recog-
nized for up to 15 minutes as in morn-
ing business, after which Senator JACK
REED of Rhode Island be recognized for
up to 10 minutes as in morning busi-
ness.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mrs. DOLE and Mr.
REED are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘‘Morning Business.”’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
COLEMAN). The Senator from Illinois.

AMENDMENT NO. 40 WITHDRAWN

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on be-
half of Senator PRYOR, I ask unani-
mous consent amendment No. 40 be
withdrawn.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, now
that we are postcloture, the number of
amendments is limited, and the type of
amendments will be limited. I have
three pending amendments before the
Senate relative to the bankruptcy bill.

For those of you who have not fol-
lowed the debate on this bill, this bill
will change the bankruptcy law in
America. Today, many people go into
bankruptcy court because they have no
place to turn. They have more debt
than they can possibly pay.

One of the major reasons people
reach this point in life, the No. 1 rea-
son people go to bankruptcy court is
medical bills. Three-fourths of the peo-
ple in bankruptcy court with medical
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