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over the world, Rosemary’s name may be little
known, but her love is making a huge dif-
ference—to a mother of a special child, she is
a success story. To a person struggling
against misunderstanding and prejudice, she
is a model of courage. To a family wondering
how to stay hopeful, she is a symbol of the ul-
timate gift that sustains us all: love itself.”

Timothy  Shriver, Rosemary Kennedy’s
nephew and the chairman of Special Olym-
pics, said, “All of the Shrivers and all of the
Special Olympics family around the world will
miss Rosemary’s love and her influence on
the world. Her life and her example will con-
tinue to be our daily inspiration.”

That's a sentiment that | believe all of us
can second.

———
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Mr. MACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press my strong opposition to China’s pro-
posed anti-secession law—a highly provoca-
tive measure which will further increase ten-
sions across the Taiwan Strait.

Earlier this week, Premier Wen Jiabao
spoke to the about 3000 delegates from all
across China at the Great Hall of the People
in Beijing. In Premier Wen’s speech, he said
the law reflects the “strong determination of
the Chinese people to . . . never allow seces-
sionist forces working for Taiwan independ-
ence to separate from China.” The proposed
law ignores reality and assumes that China
and Taiwan are now unified.

The law authorizes an attack if Taiwan
moves toward formal independence. Simply
put, it would give China the legal authority that
China has been seeking to push for reunifica-
tion of Taiwan by force, if necessary. The ma-
jority of the 23 million people of Taiwan view
this proposed law as hostile and unnecessary.
China already has hundreds of missiles point-
ed at Taiwan. Passage of this law will only fur-
ther already tense relations across the Strait.

The people of Taiwan live in a vibrant de-
mocracy and enjoy one of the highest stand-
ards of living in the world. Taiwan is a beacon
of freedom and an engine of prosperity in
eastern Asia.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly support the right of
the Taiwanese people to live in a free and
democratic society. This proposed law threat-
ens Taiwan’s freedom, its security, and its
prosperity. During President George W.
Bush’s address earlier this year, he said
“when you stand for liberty, we will stand with
you.” | urge my colleagues to stand for free-
dom and liberty and to stand with the people
of Taiwan in its opposition to the Chinese anti-
secession law.
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | am proud today
to honor the 44th anniversary of the Peace
Corps, as we concluded the celebration of Na-
tional Peace Corps Week on Sunday. The
Peace Corps has made great contributions
over the past 44 years with 178,000 volun-
teers that have served in 138 countries.

| would like to thank all those who have
served and recognize their service and con-
tributions they have given to the world.

| would also like to honor those colleagues
who have served in the Peace Corps. Among
them are former Ohio Congressman Tony
Hall, who is now U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations Food and Agriculture agencies
in Rome and who served in the Peace Corps
in Thailand from 1966-67. Senator CHRIS-
TOPHER DODD from Connecticut also served as
a Peace Corps volunteer from 1966-68 in the
Dominican Republic.

| hope all Americans will join me in recog-
nizing the valuable service of those who have
served in the Peace Corps and their hard
work in helping to portray a positive image of
the United States throughout the world.

————
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of Comal
County Commissioner Jay Millikin.

His patriotism stems from a lifetime of serv-
ice to both town and country. Jay Millikin
served for 24 years in the United States Air
Force before becoming a City Councilman,
and the eventual Mayor, of the City of Garden
Ridge.

Commissioner Jay Millikin’s commitment to
the community is exemplified through his
membership and involvement with countless
environmental, transportation, and develop-
ment councils and committees. His diligent ef-
forts have served the citizens of Comal Coun-
ty with distinction since 1999.

Commissioner Millikin is a man that under-
stands community needs and the value of
hard work and dedication. It is important to
recognize the accomplishments of Comal
County Commissioners such as Jay Millikin,
because they are an inspiration to many oth-
ers in the community. They are the backbone
of positive action in our local counties and
communities.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize
the accomplishments of Comal County Com-
missioner Jay Millikin.
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Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, March
2 marks a historic day for my home state of
Texas and specifically for the people of my
district living in Washington and Austin Coun-
ties. Today, Mr. Speaker we celebrate the
birth of Texas and the place where our great
state was born because right along the banks
of the Brazos River, Texas declared its inde-
pendence.

Texas Independence day marks a time
when Texans and Americans of today honor
and celebrate the work and sacrifices of Tex-
ans generations ago, people who valiantly
claimed their freedom from Mexico and sought
out their own destiny governed by the laws of
a true democracy, a constitution written by the
people and the colors of their flag waving over
what would become the free and independent
nation of Texas. And | am proud to say this
historic story of freedom, independence and
democracy took place in two important places
in the Tenth Congressional District of Texas,
the district | am proud to say | represent.

Its a history that started long before that
early March day in 1836.

Between 1820 and 1836 the Mexican Gov-
ernment offered Americans the opportunity to
live and work in what was then the land of
Texas under Mexican Rule. But these Ameri-
cans, living under Mexico’s government quick-
ly found the spirit of freedom lacking. Mexican
leaders, at that time, presumed they could dic-
tate economic, social, even religious life for
those living in Texas. They allowed the military
to interfere in civil issues, trade even legal
proceedings.

The inspiring story of how the battle against
this, then, anti-democratic government began
in what was then, the Stephen F. Austin Col-
ony, the first colony of Texas, now known as
Austin County, Texas. It was there that the
first sparks of freedom flew from the spirits of
men, tired of living under an intrusive and bur-
densome Mexican government. It was in the
Austin Colony in 1835 that Texans first estab-
lished a provisional government, with the in-
tention of writing a declaration of independ-
ence soon after. With the Mexican Army intent
on destroying any move towards Texas inde-
pendence, the Consultation of 1835, as it was
known, adjourned without the organization
needed to continue the cause for freedom.

But the want for independence from Mexico
did not die in that colony. Less than a year
later, many of the same delegates present at
the Consultation of 1835 arrived along the
Brazos River, in the Village of Washington,
just north of the Austin Colony.

By the spring of 1836 the encroachments on
basic freedoms had reached a point of action
for many living in Mexico controlled Texas.

They were simply fed up with such unnec-
essary and uncontrolled interference from a
greedy government. The time for action was
upon them.

On March 1, 1836, 59 delegates hailing
from all corners of Texas arrived at the then
relatively unknown village of Washington right
alongside the Brazos River.
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