March 9, 2005

on H. Res. 133 and H. Res. 122. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rolicall
53, 54, and 55.

——————

THE WALNUT CANYON STUDY ACT
OF 2005

HON. RICK RENZI

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Walnut Canyon Study Act of 2005.

The Walnut Canyon National Monument
was originally designated by Presidential proc-
lamation on November 30, 1915, to protect
Sinaguan cliff dwellings. Since the original
designation, the Walnut Canyon National
Monument has been expanded to include
3,580 acres to protect additional ruins adja-
cent to the Monument.

In the past few years, several groups have
proposed expanding the Monument with sur-
rounding Forest Service land and designating
this expanded area as a National Park. To fur-
ther explore the options of the Walnut Canyon
National Monument and potential inclusion of
this expanded area, along with Senator
McCAIN, | have introduced the Walnut Canyon
Study Act.

The Walnut Canyon Study Act of 2005 di-
rects the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agrculture to jointly conduct a study
on the management of certain land adjacent to
the Walnut Canyon National Monument.

Coconino County and the City of Flagstaff
have both passed resolutions supporting fur-
ther review and study of the management op-
tions for the Walnut Canyon National Monu-
ment. In both resolutions, support for maintain-
ing certain public uses in the Monument was
relayed, as well as the need for the protection
of the resources in the Monument.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation provides for
public input into any recommendation that is
forwarded by the Secretary of the Interior and
the Secretary of Agriculture. Within the study,
the legislation requires the Secretaries to look
at the management objectives of the Forest
Service and the National Park Service, as well
as the opportunities for maintaining existing
public uses, such as grazing, hunting, moun-
tain biking, rock climbing and additional forms
of recreation.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port the Walnut Canyon Study Act of 2005. My
intent in introducing this legislation is to help
resolve the question of future management of
the Walnut Canyon National Monument.

———

HONORING THE POLK COUNTY EN-
TERPRISE ON THEIR 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, to honor and congratulate the Polk
County Enterprise on their centennial anniver-
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sary, which they are celebrating throughout
this year. The Polk County Enterprise has
been a faithful banner of news and source of
record for generations of residents in East
Texas. From a humble founding by young en-
trepreneur Will West in the fall of 1904 the
Polk County Enterprise and its parent com-
pany Polk County Publishing has grown to a
circulation of over 60,000 including seven
weekly and bi-weekly newspapers, three shop-
pers, and two job-printing operations.

Throughout its 100 year history, the paper
has had only 16 publishers. Mr. Alvin Holley,
the current publisher of the Polk County Enter-
prise has served in his post for the last thirty
years—the longest of any publisher at the En-
terprise. | am pleased to report he has no
plans to retire anytime soon.

Mr. Holley got his start in the newspaper
business as a paperboy for the Corsicana
Daily Sun. The papers sold for a nickel each,
Holley’s profit was two cents per paper. That
may not seem like much by today’s stand-
ards—but back then a movie show cost only
nine cents.

Mr. Holley stayed in the newspaper busi-
ness—and after high school worked in the
newspaper’s business office and occasionally
was assigned news stories. He was named
the advertising manager in 1963 and served
there until 1972 when he took a position with
the Polk County Enterprise. Two short years
later, Holley bought the Enterprise and re-
mains its publisher to this day.

Mr. Holley credits his paper’s success to the
employees that keep the presses running. In a
recent interview, Holley estimated that the
combined years of service of current employ-
ees exceeds 430 years and that the average
length of service is 14 years. That says a lot.

The men and women of the Polk County
Enterprise and Polk County Publishing Com-
pany not only love what they do for a living,
but also obviously love their community.

From the days of Linotype to today’s high
speed desk top computers, the Polk County
Enterprise has covered all of the happenings
in East Texas.

With a loyal staff and publisher who is just
as likely to be caught working at the news
desk or delivery bays as he is his private of-
fice—l am confident the Enterprise has many
more exciting years in store.

Mr. Speaker, our nation’s hometown com-
munity newspapers have been the trusted
source of news Americans have depended on
since our nation’s earliest beginnings. The
Polk County Enterprise has a proud legacy
and it is an honor to represent the commu-
nities they serve in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. | urge you to join me in congratu-
lating the Polk County Enterprise on their
100th anniversary.

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION OF
UNITED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT BOARD MEMBER JUAN
ROBERTO RAMIREZ

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the important contribution of United
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Independent School District Board Member
Juan Roberto Ramirez in Laredo, TX in my
Congressional District.

Juan Roberto Ramirez is the Secretary on
the United 1.S.D. Board of Trustees. Even
though Ramirez is the District 6 representa-
tive, he says his goal is to serve the District
as a whole and give the students the best
education programs possible. “Let’s not forget
that we work united for what is best for our
children,” Ramirez said.

Ramirez is a retired U.S. Customs Agent.
He is a veteran of the Vietham conflict, serv-
ing his country in the U.S. Army. After grad-
uating from high school, Ramirez attended La-
redo Community College and earned a degree
in Business Administration. He is also a grad-
uate of the Federal Law Enforcement Acad-
emy. Presently, Ramirez works full-time as a
Career Advisor for the Laredo Job Corps, is a
self-employed businessman, and a notary
public. Ramirez served as Vice-Chairman for
the Webb County Appraisal District Board of
Directors from May of 2002 to July of 2004.

Ramirez is grateful for being elected and he
feels honored by the confidence the voters
have in him. He promises to work hard for his
constituents. “I have an open door to hear ev-
eryone’s concerns,” Ramirez said. “It's an ex-
traordinary experience to be able to work for
the kids in the district, to be part of a team
that makes decisions for kids and staff.” Rami-
rez says it's a thrill to be part of the Board,
“it's a great honor to work for my District.”

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have this oppor-
tunity to recognize the contributions of United
Independent School District Board Member
Juan R. Ramirez.

————

TRIBUTE TO CATHY FINK AND
MARCY MARXER

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise to commend two of
my constituents, Cathy Fink and Marcy
Marxer. For the second year in a row Fink and
Marxer, residents of Kensington, Maryland,
won a GRAMMY® for Best Musical Album for
Children. Their winning album is entitled
“cELLAbration: A Tribute to Ella Jenkins.”

The album celebrates the music of Ella Jen-
kins, “The First Lady of Children’s Music” and
the winner of the 2004 GRAMMY® Lifetime
Achievement Award. The project was a gift to
Ella Jenkins in honor of her 80th birthday.

Fink and Marxer won their first GRAMMY®
last year for “Bon Appetit! Musical Food Fun,”
and every album they have released since
1997 has been nominated for this prestigious
honor.

As a Member of Congress, | have worked to
address the need for broad support for music
education and to assure that every child has
access to the benefits of active participation in
music. | believe that music education is imper-
ative to our children’s growth and well-being.
During their 21-year musical career, Fink and
Marxer have inspired children with their gift of
music.
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| applaud Cathy Fink and Marcy Marxer and
wish them continued success in the years
ahead.

——————

MARCH IS NATIONAL KIDNEY
MONTH

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, as co-chair
of the Congressional Kidney Caucus, | want to
make everyone aware that March is National
Kidney Month. A growing epidemic, diabetes
has a significant impact on kidney disease. Di-
abetes is the single leading cause of kidney
failure in the U.S. today.

Approximately 17 million people living in
America, or more than 6 percent of the popu-
lation, have diabetes. Because a cure for dia-
betic kidney disease has not yet been found,
treatment involves controlling the disorder and
slowing its progression to kidney failure. Re-
cent research has shown that the presence of
high blood pressure may be the most impor-
tant predictor of which diabetics will develop
chronic kidney disease.

Therefore, the detection and control of high
blood pressure are very important in diabetic
patients. March is National Kidney Month and
the Kidney Caucus in partnership with the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation is urging all those at-
risk for kidney disease, including diabetics, to
get checked out by their doctor.

Treatment to prevent diabetic kidney dis-
ease should begin early, even before kidney
damage develops. To accomplish this, experts
must make diabetic patients aware of the se-
verity of this disease and its symptoms, and
must educate diabetics on ways to control the
disease.

——————
HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF LAREDO INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT JORGE LUIS
RODRIGUEZ

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Laredo Independent School District Board
Member Jorge Luis Rodriguez for a lifetime of
distinguished public service.

Jorge Luis Rodriguez has always been in-
terested in education, and has been a mem-
ber of the Laredo ISD School Board since
May 2000. He is the School Board Trustee for
District 2 which oversees Dovalina Elementary
school, Macdonell Elementary School and
Daiches Elementary School.

LISD Board Member Jorge Luis Rodriguez
is a credit and an inspiration to his community
and a tremendous resource to his county. He
believes in helping the children of his commu-
nity strive to be the best individuals they can
be, by giving them a quality education. He in-
stills in the children the value of hard work and
determination, and has been able to implicate
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many positive changes for students, parents,
and LISD faculty.

Rodriguez is grateful for being elected and
thanks his constituents by working hard and
earning their confidence. He is currently em-
ployed in construction management and auto-
motive sales.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have had this
opportunity to recognize the many achieve-
ments of Laredo Independent School District
Board Member Jorge Luis Rodriguez.

———

INTRODUCTION OF HATE CRIMES
STATISTICS IMPROVEMENT ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today | join
my colleagues, Representatives WEINER,
CUMMINGS, BARBARA LEE, GUTIERREZ, GEORGE
MILLER, WOOLSEY, LOFGREN, GONZALES, SAND-
ERS, and LINDA SANCHEZ in introducing the
Hate Crimes Statistics Improvement Act.

The Hate Crimes Statistics Improvement Act
will ensure that hate crimes motivated by gen-
der are accounted for by the FBI and local law
enforcement agencies. With accurate data,
local communities can identify gender-based
hate crimes in their area and chart their
progress toward eliminating them. Moreover,
the inclusion of gender will send a strong mes-
sage that gender-based hate crimes will not
be tolerated.

In states with gender-based hate crimes
laws, prosecutors typically must present con-
crete evidence that the criminal act was com-
mitted due to gender bias. Obviously, not all
crimes against women are gender-based
crimes, and prosecutors should have discre-
tion in identifying what constitutes a gender-
based hate crime. The process of discussing
these differences will improve the under-
standing of all hate crimes by law enforcement
personnel and will improve reporting of these
tragic crimes.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation that will help reduce hate
crimes against women.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, on
rolicall Nos. 53, 54 and 55, question before
the House on March 8, 2005 | did not cast
votes due to inclement weather wherein my
flight to Washington, D.C. was cancelled. My
alternate transportation did not convey me
here in a timely manner. Had | been present
| would have vote “aye” on rollcalls 53, 54
and 55.

March 9, 2005

ON THE RETIREMENT OF JOHN
FIELDS STOVALL

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the retirement of a distinguished
constituent and good friend, John Fields Sto-
vall. John has worked as General Counsel for
the Kern County Water Agency in my district
for more than sixteen years, earning the re-
spect of his peers for his thoughtful, effective
work on behalf of California water interests.

John has lived most of his life in Bakers-
field, California, beginning at the age of ten.
He graduated from Bakersfield High School
and subsequently Bakersfield College, where
he studied pre-pharmacy. John moved to the
University of California at Los Angeles, where
he graduated in 1970 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Psychology.

Before beginning his career in water issues,
John first worked for the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration as an Investigator and received
his J.D. degree, with honors, from Loyola Law
School. John worked for several law firms, in-
cluding the respected Lebeau, Thelen and
Lampe. While working at Lebeau, Thelen and
Lampe, John met his wife, the former Jan
Blocher, and began legal work on water rights
issues. He took that experience with him to
the Kern County Water Agency in 1989, when
he joined the Agency as General Counsel.

John has successfully shepherded the
Agency through many legal challenges and
opportunities, including the organization of the
Kern Water Bank. His work to ensure contin-
ued favorable operation of the State Water
Project has helped to provide consistent water
supplies for thousands of Kern County resi-
dents and farmers. It was a pleasure to work
closely with John in our efforts to reauthorize
the federal portion of the California Bay-Delta
Program. In recent years, he studied for and
successfully received his Doctorate from the
highly-respected Peter F. Drucker Graduate
School of Management at Claremont Graduate
University.

In his personal life, John is active in the
local community. He participates in the Ba-
kersfield Chamber of Commerce’s Govern-
ment Review Council and the Bakersfield
Breakfast Rotary Club. He supports local stu-
dents as a competition judge for high school
mock trial competitions, and is an active mem-
ber of the Kern County Republican Party.

While John’s full-time career at Kern County
Water Agency is coming to an end, | am sure
that he and Jan will continue to be valuable
and active members of our community in Ba-
kersfield. On behalf of Kern County residents
who recognize the necessity and value of reli-
able water supplies, | thank John for his serv-
ice and wish him and Jan the best as they
begin the next stage of their lives.
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