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bankruptcies by a multiple of more 
than 45. 

We all pay the price for these bank-
ruptcy filings. Every bill you and I pay 
includes a hidden ‘‘bankruptcy tax’’ of 
$400 per year per household. That tax is 
figured into in every phone bill, elec-
trical bill, mortgage payment, fur-
niture purchase, or car loan we pay. 

For many people, bankruptcy has be-
come a first step rather than a last re-
sort. Opportunistic debtors who have 
the means to repay use the law to 
evade personal responsibility. In some 
cases, they even plan their bankruptcy, 
buying a mortgage and running up 
credit cards and then declaring they’re 
broke. 

With this bill, we are putting an end 
to the abuse. Wealthy debtors who 
have the means to pay some, or all, of 
their debt will be required to do so. 

The bankruptcy bill establishes a 
means test based on a simple, fair prin-
ciple: those who have the means should 
repay their debts. The legislation spe-
cifically exempts from consideration 
anyone who earns less than the median 
income in their state. It allows every 
filer to show ‘‘special circumstances’’ 
if they cannot handle a repayment 
plan. 

And it makes clear that active duty 
military, low income Veterans, and 
debtors with serious medical condi-
tions are protected by these safe har-
bor provisions. 

But for those individuals who are 
abusing the system, they will no longer 
be able to hide behind the law. Nor will 
they be able to duck their family re-
sponsibilities. These new reforms make 
child support a high priority. 

Most people who get into financial 
trouble want to do the right thing. 
They want to make good on their obli-
gations and pay what they owe. But 
they are in over their head and need a 
fresh start. This legislation will not af-
fect the vast majority of these filers. 
What it will do is close loopholes that 
have let unscrupulous debtors slip 
through. 

Today’s impending vote is a victory 
for fairness, compassion and common 
sense. It took eight years, but we are 
finally here. 

I applaud my colleagues for their 
leadership. Together with class action 
reform, we are returning fairness and 
common sense to the legal system. 

When the legal system gets off track, 
it affects us all, consumers, creators, 
and innovators alike. Jobs are lost. 
Prices go up. We pay in big and small 
ways. By reforming the system, we 
strengthen our ability to grow. We 
keep America moving forward. 

I look forward to tackling other law-
suit abuse issues including gun manu-
facturer liability, medical liability, 
and asbestos reform. I am hopeful that 
we will continue to work together de-
livering meaningful solutions to the 
American people. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall it pass? 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New York (Mrs. CLINTON) 
is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 74, 
nays 25, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 44 Leg.] 
YEAS—74 

Alexander 
Allard 
Allen 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Bennett 
Biden 
Bingaman 
Bond 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burns 
Burr 
Byrd 
Carper 
Chafee 
Chambliss 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Coleman 
Collins 
Conrad 
Cornyn 
Craig 
Crapo 

DeMint 
DeWine 
Dole 
Domenici 
Ensign 
Enzi 
Frist 
Graham 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Inouye 
Isakson 
Jeffords 
Johnson 
Kohl 
Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lincoln 
Lott 
Lugar 
Martinez 

McCain 
McConnell 
Murkowski 
Nelson (FL) 
Nelson (NE) 
Pryor 
Reid 
Roberts 
Salazar 
Santorum 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Smith 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Stevens 
Sununu 
Talent 
Thomas 
Thune 
Vitter 
Voinovich 
Warner 

NAYS—25 

Akaka 
Boxer 
Cantwell 
Corzine 
Dayton 
Dodd 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Feingold 

Feinstein 
Harkin 
Kennedy 
Kerry 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Mikulski 

Murray 
Obama 
Reed 
Rockefeller 
Sarbanes 
Schumer 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1 

Clinton 

The bill (S. 256), as amended, was 
passed. 

(The bill will be printed in a future 
edition of the RECORD.) 

Mr. HATCH. I move to reconsider the 
vote, and I move to lay that motion on 
the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HATCH. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that there now 
be a period for morning business with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE 
Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise for 

two purposes. The first is to draw at-
tention to a recent program at the Su-
preme Court on the work of Justice 
Robert Jackson and Thomas Dodd, the 
father of Senator CHRISTOPHER J. 
DODD, dealing with the International 
Military Tribunals at Nuremberg. I was 
happy to read the remarks of my col-
league, Senator DODD, at the event, 
and I was interested to find that many 
of the conclusions he draws from his fa-
ther’s experiences remain essential to 
our conduct of international justice 
today—and, unfortunately, they are all 
too often forgotten. 

I would first echo the remarks made 
by Senator DODD and salute the ex-
traordinary work performed by Justice 
Robert Jackson and Thomas Dodd in 
their roles as the U.S. Chief Prosecutor 
and Deputy Prosecutor, respectively, 
at Nuremberg over 50 years ago. 

The Nuremberg Tribunal taught us 
many lessons: that even in the depths 
of war, justice is not blind; that those 
who practice terror, oppression, hatred, 
and mass murder will be punished. Per-
haps equally important, however, was 
the notion that they should also be af-
forded a trial. Indeed, the United 
States committed itself to overcoming 
the passions of the moment and re-
affirming the rule of law. I believe this 
action set an important precedent that 
is still applicable today. 

Critically, the Tribunal also helped 
record the horrific crimes of the Nazi 
regime so the whole world would see 
the brutality and understand the de-
pravity of those unimaginable acts. 

Unfortunately, crimes against hu-
manity have occurred since the Nurem-
berg Tribunals, and they continue to 
occur today in places such as Darfur in 
Sudan. I believe that it is again nec-
essary to remind ourselves of the im-
portant lessons learned over 50 years 
ago when Justice Robert Jackson and 
then Thomas Dodd—soon to be Senator 
Thomas Dodd—brought before the 
world the evidence of Nazi atrocities 
and said, ‘‘This cannot stand.’’ 

I ask unanimous consent that the re-
marks of Senator DODD at the Supreme 
Court on February 15, 2005, entitled, 
‘‘Justice Served, Lessons Learned: Rob-
ert Jackson, Thomas Dodd and the 
Nuremberg Trials,’’ be printed in the 
RECORD following my comments here 
today. 
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