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IN MEMORY OF WING FAT
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Thursday, March 10, 2005

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a personal friend and close con-
fidante of mine and many of my colleagues.
Sadly, on Friday, February 25, 2005 Wing Fat
passed away in Sacramento, where he made
his home for over half a century.

Wing Fat was born in Canton, China in
1925. He joined his father in America when he
was ten years old. In his youth, Mr. Fat at-
tended California State University of Sac-
ramento and served in the United States Air
Force.

In 1939, Mr. Fat’s father, Frank Fat, opened
up his restaurant at 806 L St. in Sacramento.
Mr. Fat worked his way up from dishwasher
and floor scrubber eventually taking over as
restaurant owner and main host, when his fa-
ther passed away in 1997.

Mr. Fat will be remembered as one of the
most well-liked and well-respected members
of the Sacramento community. Over the years,
the Fat family garnered a large following
among Sacramento politicians for their impec-
cable hospitality and strict discretion. For dec-
ades, national and state leaders from both po-
litical parties pursued good public policy and
practiced the art of politics, all while enjoying
the wonderful establishment that Wing and his
family made famous throughout California. As
such, the family restaurant became a nexus of
power as witness to many high-powered nego-
tiations. In his own way, Wing Fat made a dif-
ference in improving the lives of Californians,
and on a personal note, | counted Wing
among my dear friends.

However, Mr. Fat's legacy will also thrive by
his involvement in various civic and cultural or-
ganizations. In particular, a $1 million donation
to the Sacramento Asian Sports Foundation
from Mr. Fat and his wife, Chee, last Novem-
ber made possible the start of construction of
the Laguna West complex, scheduled to begin
this month. This summer, a group of young
basketball players will travel to Japan as part
of the Foundation’s cultural exchange pro-
gram—a testament to the power and commit-
ment of civic leaders, like Mr. Fat.

My prayers and condolences are with the
entire Fat family, who will continue to be a
source of inspiration and leadership in the
Sacramento community. My fellow colleagues
please join me in honoring the memory of Mr.
Wing Fat, a true friend to generations of Cali-
fornia politicians.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE GREEN
CHEMISTRY RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT ACT OF 2005

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 10, 2005
Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise to

introduce an important piece of legislation,
H.R. 1215, “The Green Chemistry Research
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and Development Act of 2005.” When | intro-
duced this legislation during the 108th Con-
gress as H.R. 3970, many of my colleagues
wondered, what is green chemistry? So again
I will start with a brief explanation. Chemical
manufacturing is the source of many products
upon which we depend such as medicines,
plastics, fuels, and fabrics. However, chemical
manufacturing has at times resulted in harm to
the environment and human health. The goal
of green chemistry is to minimize or, ideally, to
eliminate this potential harm. It is defined as
chemistry and chemical engineering that de-
signs chemical products and processes that
reduce or eliminate the use or generation of
hazardous substances while producing high
quality products through a safe and effective
manufacturing process. By factoring the elimi-
nation of hazardous byproducts into the de-
sign of products and processes, chemists can
design chemicals to be safe, just as they can
design them to have other properties, such as
color or texture.

Many private sector industries have recog-
nized the potential of green chemistry. Along
with its inherent human health and environ-
mental advantages, green chemistry can offer
many economic advantages. Since the costs
of separating waste from products, complying
with regulations, disposing of hazardous
wastes and liability protection can be large,
preventing pollution and waste in the first
place is often cheaper than mitigating and
cleaning it up later.

In my home state of Georgia, Shaw Indus-
tries, Inc. is showing tremendous returns on
their investment in green chemistry. Shaw pro-
duces carpet tile from their EcoWorx™ com-
pound, which is made from non-toxic starting
materials. The carpet tiles are fully recyclable,
and Shaw has started to receive the first gen-
eration of carpet tiles, introduced in 1999,
back in the factory for recycling. Shaw has
found that the cost of collection, transpor-
tation, and recycling is less than making new
carpet tiles from virgin raw materials. Even be-
fore Shaw recycled a single carpet tile, they
benefited from their investment in green man-
ufacturing. By switching from traditional carpet
tile backing to EcoWorx™, Shaw cut the en-
ergy needed to produce carpet tiles in half.

Green chemistry offers other advantages in
the areas of worker safety and public safety.
For example, many chemical processes are
conducted at extreme temperature and/or
pressure, two conditions that present a risk for
workers. Also, many chemical processes in-
volve toxic substances. Green chemistry aims
to design processes that can be conducted at
or near room temperature and pressure, and
that use benign materials. Both of these steps
improve working conditions for employees.
Chemical factories also pose a potential threat
to public safety because of the possibility of
an accidental release of toxic materials into
the surrounding communities. Green chemistry
seeks to replace these toxic substances with
safe ones, which would not pose a threat to
the public if accidentally released.

Yet despite all of the promise of green
chemistry, the Federal government invests
very little in this area. The most notable effort
is a small grant program run jointly by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the
National Science Foundation (NSF). Green
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chemistry research in this program is funded
at about $4 million per year. The Department
of Energy (DOE) and National Institute for
Standards and Technology (NIST) also do a
small amount of green chemistry research,
however the Federal investment in green
chemistry is minimal as compared to the over-
all investment in chemistry. In addition, each
of these agencies has an important role to
play in developing green chemistry tech-
nologies and facilitating their adoption, how-
ever, right now, there is little coordination
among agencies.

The Green Chemistry Research and Devel-
opment Act of 2005 establishes an inter-
agency research and development (R&D) pro-
gram to promote and coordinate Federal
green chemistry research, development, dem-
onstration, education and technology transfer
activities. The Program would support R&D
grants, including grants for university-industry
partnerships, support green chemistry re-
search at Federal labs, promote education at
the undergraduate and graduate levels, and
collect and disseminate information about
green chemistry. NSF and EPA would lead an
Interagency Working Group to coordinate
these activities. The Working Group would
also include DOE and NIST, as well as any
other agency the President designates. The
program is authorized at $33 million in FY06
rising to $38 million in FY08 from sums other-
wise authorized to be appropriated. This bill
does not authorize the expenditure of new
money.

This bill provides modest and prudent fund-
ing in an area that deserves greater Federal
attention. During the 108th Congress, H.R.
3970 passed the House on April 21, 2004 with
a strong bipartisan vote of 402-14. | expect
similar support this Congress in the House
and am pleased to report that Senator SNOWE
and Senator ROCKEFELLER plan on introducing
identical legislation in the Senate very soon. |
look forward to working with my colleagues in
the House and the Senate, as well as with the
Administration, and all other interested stake-
holders to enact this important legislation.

———

HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE OREGON DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
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Ms. HOOLEY. Mr. Speaker, as soldiers re-
turned home after defeating the tyrannical and
oppressive Axis Powers in World War I, the
Oregon State Legislature responded to a cit-
izen mandate in creating a new agency to
oversee services to veterans, their dependents
and survivors. This agency was charged with
the sacred duty of caring for Oregon’s sons
and daughters, husbands and wives, who
made the ultimate sacrifice in risking—and
sometimes forfeiting—their lives for the cause
of freedom.

This month marks the 60th anniversary of
the Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs
creation. During that time, the ODVA has as-
sisted Oregon’s veterans and their loved ones
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