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about $16,700,000,000 less than projected by
the Congressional Budget Office in August
2002, shortly after the farm bill was passed.

(3) Over T2 percent of farm program pay-
ments are currently received by only 10 per-
cent of our Nation’s program crop producers.

(4) Any agricultural policy modifications
should address the disproportionate share of
farm program payments received by the larg-
est farming operations.

(5) If commodity prices decline, as pro-
jected by the Congressional Budget Office
over the next several years, agricultural pro-
grams will be even more important to the
economic future of small- and medium-sized
family farms.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that any reconciled mandatory
agriculture savings required under this reso-
lution should be primarily achieved through
modifications to the payment limitation
provisions of the Food Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 19—EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF THE CONGRESS RE-
GARDING THE IMPORTANCE OF
LIFE INSURANCE AND RECOG-
NIZING AND SUPPORTING NA-
TIONAL LIFE INSURANCE
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. CHAMBLISS (for himself and Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary:
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Whereas life insurance is an essential part
of a sound financial plan;

Whereas life insurance provides financial
security for families in the event of a pre-
mature death by helping surviving family
members to meet immediate and longer-
term financial obligations and objectives;

Whereas nearly 50,000,000 Americans say
they lack the life insurance coverage needed
to ensure a secure financial future for their
loved ones;

Whereas recent studies have found that
when a premature death occurs, insufficient
life insurance coverage on the part of the in-
sured results in three-fourths of surviving
family members having to take measures
such as working additional jobs or longer
hours, borrowing money, withdrawing money
from savings and investment accounts, and,
in too many cases, moving to smaller, less
expensive housing;

Whereas individuals, families, and busi-
nesses can benefit greatly from professional
insurance and financial planning advice, in-
cluding the assessment of their life insur-
ance needs; and

Whereas the Life and Health Insurance
Foundation for Education (LIFE), the Na-
tional Association of Insurance and Finan-
cial Advisors (NAIFA), and a coalition rep-
resenting hundreds of leading life insurance
companies and organizations have des-
ignated September 2005 as ‘‘Life Insurance
Awareness Month”’, the goal of which is to
make consumers more aware of their life in-
surance needs, seek professional advice, and
take the actions necessary to achieve the fi-
nancial security of their loved ones: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) designates September 2005 as ‘‘Life In-
surance Awareness Month’’;
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(2) recognizes and supports the goals and
ideals of ‘‘Life Insurance Awareness Month’’;
and

(3) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling on the Federal Govern-
ment, States, localities, schools, nonprofit
organizations, businesses, other entities, and
the people of the United States to observe
“Life Insurance Awareness Month” with ap-
propriate programs and activities.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Friday, March 11, 2005, at
9:30 a.m. to hold a nomination hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

BANKRUPTCY ABUSE PREVENTION
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
ACT OF 2005

On Thursday, March 10, 2005, the Sen-
ate passed S. 256, as follows:
S. 256
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES; TABLE
OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘““‘Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Con-
sumer Protection Act of 2005,

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; references; table of con-
tents.

TITLE I—-NEEDS-BASED BANKRUPTCY
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training test program.
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Schedules of reasonable and nec-
essary expenses.
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Effect of discharge.

Discouraging abuse of reaffirma-
tion agreement practices.

Preservation of claims and defenses
upon sale of predatory loans.

GAO study and report on reaffirma-
tion agreement process.

Subtitle B—Priority Child Support

211. Definition of domestic support obli-
gation.

Priorities for claims for domestic
support obligations.

Requirements to obtain confirma-
tion and discharge in cases in-
volving domestic support obli-
gations.

Exceptions to automatic stay in
domestic support obligation
proceedings.

Nondischargeability of
debts for alimony,
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Continued liability of property.
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Technical amendments.
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ings.

Curbing abusive filings.

Debtor retention of personal prop-
erty security.

Relief from the automatic stay
when the debtor does not com-
plete intended surrender of con-
sumer debt collateral.

Giving secured creditors fair treat-
ment in chapter 13.

Domiciliary requirements for
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Reduction of homestead exemption
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chapter 13 cases.
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Automatic stay.
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ruptcy discharges.
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Debt incurred to pay nondischarge-
able debts.
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