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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE4506 March 14, 2005 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Monday, March 14, 2005 
The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PEARCE). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 14, 2005. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVAN 
PEARCE to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING HOUR DEBATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning hour debates. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to 
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member, 
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER) for 5 
minutes. 

f 

PLANT CLOSURE IN WIXOM, 
MICHIGAN 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, these 
are difficult times in southeastern 
Michigan, where the heirs to the arse-
nal of democracy still manufacture the 
best products in the world. In fact, this 
weekend the Ford Motor Company an-
nounced its Wixom assembly plant will 
incur an employee reduction of 11 per-
cent when its Thunderbird line ends. 

While we in my district are encour-
aged, the affected workers will be of-
fered other positions at other Ford fa-
cilities. We nevertheless urge Ford to 
provide this assembly plant a new 
product line and, in so doing, keep the 
best workers in the world working in 
Wixom, Michigan. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 32 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. today. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. PETRI) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

God, always just and source of good-
ness and life, when life and problems 
are overwhelming, we turn to You. 
Help this Nation to see clearly its next 
step in history. Deepen the faith of the 
men and women who serve in Congress 
that they make their moves boldly and 
decisively because You are with them. 

In a world of heightened violence and 
floating anger, people conflicted and 
helpless need Your guidance and the 
witness of faithful people steeped in 
virtue and committed to justice. May 
the ultimate effect of the actions of 
this House secure the freedom of Your 
people and bring order to households 
and communities everywhere. We ask 
Your blessing now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. COO-
PER) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. COOPER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

The message from the Senate by Mr. 
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 250. An act to amend the Carl D. Perkins 
Vocational and Technical Education Act of 
1998 to improve the Act. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 106–286, the 
Chair, on behalf of the President of the 
Senate, and after consultation with the 

Majority Leader, appoints the fol-
lowing Members to serve on the Con-
gressional-Executive Commission on 
the People’s Republic of China: 

The Senator from Nebraska (Mr. 
HAGEL), Chairman. 

The Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
BROWNBACK). 

The Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
SMITH). 

The Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. DEMINT), and 

The Senator from Florida (Mr. MAR-
TINEZ). 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 1928a–1928d of title 
22, United States Code, as amended, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President, 
appoints the following Member as Vice 
Chairman of the Senate Delegation to 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion Parliamentary Assembly during 
the One Hundred Ninth Congress: 

The Senator from Delaware (Mr. 
BIDEN). 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 276h–276k of title 
22, United States Code, as amended, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President, 
appoints the following Member as Vice 
Chairman of the Senate Delegation to 
the Mexico-United States Inter-
parliamentary Group conference during 
the One Hundred Ninth Congress: 

The Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
DODD). 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 106–567, as 
amended by section 1102, Public Law 
108–458, the Chair, on behalf of the Ma-
jority Leader, appoints the following 
individual to serve as a member of the 
Public Interest Declassification Board: 

Joan Vail Grimson of Virginia. 
f 

IN MEMORY OF BETTY EASLER 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, this afternoon the people of 
South Carolina honor the late Betty 
Easler with a memorial service at As-
bury Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Columbia. 

Betty was a graduate of Dreher High 
School, and she received undergraduate 
and masters degrees at the University 
of South Carolina. 

Betty selflessly and tirelessly advo-
cated for persons with disabilities and 
special needs and their families. She 
served as a counselor at the Depart-
ment of Vocational Rehabilitation. She 
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