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The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 126

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ADJUSTMENT IN NUMBER OF FREE
ROAMING HORSES PERMITTED IN
CAPE LOOKOUT NATIONAL SEA-
SHORE, NORTH CAROLINA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The first subsection (b) of
section 5 of Public Law 89-366 (16 U.S.C. 459g—
4) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘100 free
roaming horses” and inserting ‘‘not less than
110 free roaming horses, with a target popu-
lation of between 120 and 130 free roaming
horses,”’;

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking subpara-
graph (B) and inserting the following new
subparagraph:

‘(B) unless removal is carried out as part
of a plan to maintain the viability of the
herd; or’’; and

(3) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘100" and
inserting ‘“110”’.

(b) REPEAL OF DUPLICATE SUBSECTION.—
Section 5 of Public Law 89-366 is further
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘(a)’’ after
‘“(a)’’; and

(2) by striking the second subsection (b).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) and the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. JONES).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 126, introduced by
me, would allow for the adjustment in
the number of free-roaming horses per-
mitted in the Cape Lookout National
Seashore. Specifically, H.R. 126 would
permit the number of free-roaming
horses to increase to 110 from its cur-
rent level of 100, with a targeted popu-
lation between 120 and 130 horses, and
would not permit the removal of the
horses unless the removal is carried
out as part of a plan to maintain the
viability of the herd.

H.R. 126 is identical to legislation
that was supported by the majority and
minority and passed the House of Rep-
resentatives during the 108th Congress.

I urge adoption of the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as the majority has ex-
plained, H.R. 126 makes a number of
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slight adjustments in the management
of the herd as a means to assure their
long-term survival.

Over the course of the last several
hundred years, a herd of wild horses
has established itself on the
Shackleford Banks area of Cape Look-
out, North Carolina. The herd devel-
oped on the banks because of ship-
wrecks and abandonment. When the
National Seashore was established,
there were approximately 100 wild
horses on the barrier island. Since that
time, the National Park Service has
taken steps to control the herd size to
prevent damage to park resources.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 126 is a workable
solution to the wild-horse management
needs at Cape Lookout, and we support
adoption of this legislation by the
House today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. JONES) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 126.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

LLAGAS RECLAMATION GROUND-
WATER REMEDIATION  INITTA-
TIVE

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 186) to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Bureau of Reclamation
and in coordination with other Federal,
State, and local government agencies,
to participate in the funding and im-
plementation of a balanced, long-term
groundwater remediation program in
California, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 186

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Llagas Rec-
lamation Groundwater Remediation Initia-
tive”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of this Act:

(1) GROUNDWATER REMEDIATION.—The term
‘“groundwater remediation’” means actions
that are necessary to prevent, minimize, or
mitigate damage to groundwater.

(2) LOCAL WATER AUTHORITY.—The term
‘“local water authority” means the Santa
Clara Valley Water District.

(3) REMEDIATION FUND.—The term ‘‘Reme-
diation Fund” means the California Basins
Groundwater Remediation Fund established
pursuant to section 3(a).
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(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.
SEC. 3. CALIFORNIA BASINS REMEDIATION.

(a) CALIFORNIA BASINS REMEDIATION.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF REMEDIATION FUND.—
There shall be established within the Treas-
ury of the United States an interest bearing
account to be known as the California Basins
Groundwater Remediation Fund.

(2) ADMINISTRATION OF REMEDIATION FUND.—
The Remediation Fund shall be administered
by the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Bureau of Reclamation. The
Secretary shall administer the Remediation
Fund in cooperation with the local water au-
thority.

(3) PURPOSES OF REMEDIATION FUND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the amounts in the Remediation Fund,
including interest accrued, shall be used by
the Secretary to provide grants to the local
water authority to reimburse the local water
authority for the Federal share of the costs
associated with designing and constructing
groundwater remediation projects to be ad-
ministered by the local water authority.

(B) COST-SHARING LIMITATION.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not
obligate any funds appropriated to the Re-
mediation Fund in a fiscal year until the
Secretary has deposited into the Remedi-
ation Fund an amount provided by non-Fed-
eral interests sufficient to ensure that at
least 35 percent of any funds obligated by the
Secretary for a project are from funds pro-
vided to the Secretary for that project by
the non-Federal interests.

(ii) NON-FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITY.—Each
local water authority shall be responsible for
providing the non-Federal amount required
by clause (i) for projects under that local
water authority. The State of California,
local government agencies, and private enti-
ties may provide all or any portion of the
non-Federal amount.

(iii) CREDITS TOWARD NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—
For purposes of clause (ii), the Secretary
shall credit the appropriate local water au-
thority with the value of all prior expendi-
tures by non-Federal interests made after
January 1, 2000, that are compatible with the
purposes of this section, including—

(I) all expenditures made by non-Federal
interests to design and construct ground-
water remediation projects, including ex-
penditures associated with environmental
analyses and public involvement activities
that were required to implement the ground-
water remediation projects in compliance
with applicable Federal and State laws; and

(IT) all expenditures made by non-Federal
interests to acquire lands, easements, rights-
of-way, relocations, disposal areas, and
water rights that were required to imple-
ment a groundwater remediation project.

(b) COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAW.—In
carrying out the activities described in this
section, the Secretary shall comply with any
applicable Federal and State laws.

(¢) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER ACTIVITIES.—
Nothing in this section shall be construed to
affect other Federal or State authorities
that are being used or may be used to facili-
tate remediation and protection of the
Llagas groundwater subbasin. In carrying
out the activities described in this section,
the Secretary shall integrate such activities
with ongoing Federal and State projects and
activities. None of the funds made available
for such activities pursuant to this section
shall be counted against any Federal author-
ization ceiling established for any previously
authorized Federal projects or activities.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
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Remediation Fund $25,000,000. Subject to the
limitations in section 4, such funds shall re-
main available until expended.

SEC. 4. SUNSET OF AUTHORITY.

This Act—

(1) shall take effect on the date of the en-
actment of this Act; and

(2) is repealed effective as of the date that
is 10 years after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) and the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. JONES).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

This legislation, authored by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. POMBO),
distinguished chairman of the Com-
mittee on Resources, helps remediate
the groundwater basin in Santa Clara,
California.

Chemicals, such as perchlorate, have
been detected in over 500 wells around
the communities of Morgan Hill and
San Martin, California. As a result,
more than 1,000 residents are now being
supplied with bottled water.

This bill provides a long-term solu-
tion to this growing problem. H.R. 186
would provide up to $256 million in Fed-
eral funding to clean up groundwater
near these communities over a 10-year
period.
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This funding mechanism is based on
a practical working model currently
under way in the San Gabriel Basin in
southern California. Everyone agrees
on the need for safe drinking water for
our communities. This bill reflects this
consensus and puts words into real ac-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support
this important bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, we support passage of
H.R. 186, which will provide financial
assistance for cleaning up contami-
nated drinking water supplies in the
Santa Clara Valley area of southern
California. I appreciate the support of
the leadership demonstrated by the
gentleman from California (Mr. POMBO)
on this important matter.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. JONES) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 186, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT ACT
OF 2005

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 584) to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to recruit
volunteers to assist with, or facilitate,
the activities of various agencies and
offices of the Department of the Inte-
rior.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 584

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of the Interior Volunteer Recruitment Act of
2005"°.

SEC. 2. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Act is to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to recruit and use
volunteers to assist with, or facilitate, the
programs of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the
United States Geological Survey, the Bureau
of Reclamation, and the Office of the Sec-
retary.

SEC. 3. VOLUNTEER AUTHORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior may recruit, train, and accept, with-
out regard to the civil service classification
laws, rules, or regulations, the services of in-
dividuals, contributed without compensation
as volunteers, for aiding in or facilitating
the activities administered by the Secretary
through the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the
United States Geological Survey, the Bureau
of Reclamation, and the Office of the Sec-
retary.

(b) RESTRICTIONS ON ACTIVITIES OF VOLUN-
TEERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In accepting such services
of individuals as volunteers, the Secretary
shall not permit the use of volunteers in law
enforcement work, in regulatory and en-
forcement work, in policymaking processes,
or to displace any employee.

(2) PRIVATE PROPERTY.—No volunteer serv-
ices authorized by this Act may be con-
ducted on private property unless the officer
or employee charged with supervising the
volunteer obtains appropriate consent to
enter the property from the property owner.

(3) HAZARDOUS DUTY.—The Secretary may
accept the services of individuals in haz-
ardous duty only upon a determination by
the Secretary that such individuals are
skilled in performing hazardous duty activi-
ties.
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(4) SUPERVISION.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that an appropriate officer or employee
of the United States provides adequate and
appropriate supervision of each volunteer
whose services the Secretary accepts.

(¢) PROVISION OF SERVICES AND CoSTS.—The
Secretary may provide for services and costs
incidental to the utilization of volunteers,
including transportation, supplies, uniforms,
lodging, subsistence (without regard to place
of residence), recruiting, training, super-
vision, and awards and recognition (includ-
ing nominal cash awards).

(d) FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF VOL-
UNTEERS.—

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this
subsection, a volunteer shall not be deemed
a Federal employee and shall not be subject
to the provisions of law relating to Federal
employment, including those provisions re-
lating to hours of work, rates of compensa-
tion, leave, unemployment compensation,
and Federal employee benefits.

(2) Volunteers shall be deemed employees
of the United States for the purposes of—

(A) the tort claims provisions of title 28,
United States Code;

(B) subchapter I of chapter 81 of title 5,
United States Code; and

(C) claims relating to damage to, or loss of,
personal property of a volunteer incident to
volunteer service, in which case the provi-
sions of section 3721 of title 31, United States
Code, shall apply.

(3) Volunteers under this Act shall be sub-
ject to chapter 11 of title 18, United States
Code, unless the Secretary, with the concur-
rence of the Director of the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics, determines in writing published
in the Federal Register that the provisions
of that chapter, except section 201, shall not
apply to the actions of a class or classes of
volunteers who carry out only those duties
or functions specified in the determination.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) and the
gentlewoman from the Virgin Islands
(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. JONES).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H.R. 584.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 584, introduced by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
PomBO), would authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to establish voluntary
programs in the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, the U.S. Geological Survey, the
Bureau of Reclamation and the Office
of the Secretary. With this authority,
these four bureaus would be able to
parallel the successful volunteer pro-
grams in the National Park Service
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
to recruit volunteers to assist with or
facilitate the activities within the
agencies.
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