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of them would Ilikely close their
doors.” And, in the words of Eric Kel-
logg, the mayor of Harvey, IL, popu-
lation 30,000, ‘‘Many have characterized
CDBG as the best federal domestic pro-
gram ever enacted because of its flexi-
bility and adaptability in meeting the
needs of a diverse America.”

The CDBG program works. Let’s not
destroy it.

I urge my colleagues to support the
Sarbanes amendment.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
GRIZZLIES IN THE NCAA

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise
today to congratulate the University of
Montana, which for the first time since
1997 will watch both its men’s and its
women’s basketball teams advance to
the NCAA tournament, and we do so
with Big Sky tournament champion-
ships fresh in hand.

The University of Montana men’s
basketball team will head to the tour-
nament for the sixth time in school
history. The Grizzlies now face a
daunting task, facing the No. 1 seed
University of Washington, and we are
going to beat them.

Under Coach Larry Krystkowiak, we
have a coach and a team that is going
to win. Larry was a legendary basket-
ball player for the Grizzlies in the
1980s, rising all the way up to the NBA,
and now in his first year as head coach
of the Grizzlies, he is a champion.

We won the tournament. We are
going to beat those characters over in
the State of Washington. We are going
to win the next round.

The Lady Griz basketball team is
leading to the tournament for the 16th
time in school history. They will face
Vanderbilt, and I am quite confident
head coach Robin Selvig—just a ter-
rific coach—will have his team ready
to play.

Both teams represent that which is
great about college athletics: fellow-
ship, sportsmanship, and fair play.
They are great kids. The student ath-
letes conduct themselves with dignity
and class, and I am very proud how
well they have represented my home
State, and we are very proud to see
them compete on a national stage for
the national championship.

All T have to say is, watch out, Van-
derbilt; watch out, University of Wash-
ington. Montana is coming.

———

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate
crimes legislation that would add new
categories to current hate crimes law,
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sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.
Likewise, each Congress I have come to
the floor to highlight a separate hate
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try.

Last September, a gay tourist was
attacked outside a popular gay club in
Hawaii. The woman was walking to the
club with two of her friends when she
was approached by two men. One of the
men asked if the women were gay.
When the men found out that the
women were lesbians, they began to
shout antigay epithets at them, and
the tourist was struck in the face. She
received several fractures below her
eye, a broken jaw, and a concussion
from the attack.

I believe that the Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. I believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

————

RUSSIAN SUPPORT FOR THE
SYRIAN REGIME

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, the
Helsinki Commission, which I chair,
held a hearing last week that examined
the close relationship between Russian
Federation and Syria. The Commission
heard testimony detailing their intri-
cate financial and military dealings
that began in the earliest days of the
Cold War and continue to this day.
This relationship allows Syria to con-
tinue to support numerous terrorist
groups, groups that have terrorized
Lebanon for the past three decades and
fuel the insurgency in Iraq. In addition,
we heard details about Syria’s support
of terrorist organizations who operate
around the world. Finally, we heard
from both Lebanese and Syrians com-
mitted to freedom and democracy who
have become victims of the Assad re-
gime and are now languishing in the
prison cells of Damascus.

The Commission’s concern regarding
Russia’s involvement with Syria—a
country that has been listed as a state
sponsor of terrorism since 1979 by the
State Department—rises from the Hel-
sinki commitments that Russia has
freely accepted as a participating State
of the Organization for Cooperation
and Security in Europe OSCE. The
OSCE Charter on Preventing and Com-
bating Terrorism was agreed to at the
Porto Ministerial in 2002. Russia then
committed to refrain from instigating
or providing active or passive support
or assistance to, or otherwise spon-
soring terrorist acts in another state.
Russia also committed to reducing the
risk of terrorists gaining access to
weapons and materials of mass destruc-
tion and their means of delivery.

Russia’s support for the terrorist re-
gime in Damascus flies in the face of
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these commitments. Russia is an ac-
tive enabler of the Assad regime, whose
Ba’ath Party was described by one of
our witnesses as the richest terrorist
organization in the region. The Syrian
regime has received untold amounts of
military hardware, much of which are
currently being used by terrorists in
Iraq against our American troops and
our allies. Additionally, Syrian intel-
ligence supports terrorist units in Iraq,
composed not only of Syrians, but in-
cluding Egyptians, Sudanese, Moroc-
cans, and other Islamic mujaheddin.

Even more alarming is Russia’s plan
to sell an unknown number of Igla SA-
18 shoulder-held missiles to Syria.
Such a sale to this terrorist state is
more than criminal. This sale will put
in the hands of terrorists some of the
most sophisticated shoulder-held mis-
siles in the Russian inventory, and in-
creases the likelihood that they will
get into the arsenals of other terrorist
organizations around the world. De-
spite Russia’s denials, indicators are
that this sale will go forward soon, put-
ting at risk every airline flight, every
military flight, with the potential for
massive loss of life and the shutting
down of modern transportation around
the world.

We must focus on the fact that, while
there is no apparent direct Russian in-
volvement in Iraq, this direct support
of Syrian military and intelligence op-
erations, coupled with Syria’s support
for Hezbollah in Lebanon and the long
list of evil deeds coming out of Damas-
cus, cast Russia as a suspicious party
to these terrorist activities. We should
not sit idly by and allow this to tran-
spire without comment. We must call
upon President Bush and Secretary
Rice to reiterate U.S. demands that
Russia disengage from its support of
Syria, a state sponsor of terrorism. It
is not enough to stop the sale of the
missiles. Complete cessation of finan-
cial and military support to this rogue
regime is necessary.

On the eve of the Helsinki Commis-
sion hearing, a courageous group of
human rights activists and pro democ-
racy reformists held a demonstration
in Damascus, a daring display of dis-
sent quickly broken up by the security
forces. One of the protesters held up at
banner that read: ‘“‘Freedom for Pris-
oners of Opinion and Conscience.” Ac-
cording to the Syrian Human Rights
Committee, the Assad regime in Da-
mascus has executed nearly 17,000 Syr-
ian and Lebanese prisoners. Addition-
ally, there are over 600 prisoners of
conscience in Syrian jails, champions
of human rights, accountability and
transparency who are still languishing
under horrible conditions.

I would like to highlight a few of
these prisoners of conscience whose
names were submitted to us by one of
the witnesses and call for their imme-
diate release: Riad Seif, member of par-
liament; Aref Dalilah, economist;
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