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Mr. Speaker, I do want to make one
point about the resolution. The state-
ment toward the ends says: The Presi-
dent should direct the United States
Representative to the United Nations
to present and secure reports for the
United Nations Security Council
classifying Lebanon as a captive coun-
try in calling for the immediate release
of Lebanese detainees in Syria and
Lebanon.

Now that is pretty interesting that
we are going to tell them who they can
release and who they should release.
But the question I have, and maybe the
sponsors of the resolution could answer
this: Will that include that we insist
that they release the prisoners that we
have sent to Syria?

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
Yleem Poblete and Paul Ostburg Sanz,
long and dedicated, hardworking mem-
bers, staffers on our committee on
these measures and the work of the
Subcommittee on the Middle East and
Central Asia.

| would like to thank Chairman HYDE of the
International Relations Committee, for under-
standing the need to support the Lebanese
people at this critical time, and moving this
resolution quickly through the Committee.

| would also like to commend our leadership
for their commitment to freedom and democ-
racy for all the people of the Middle East.

Lastly, | must make special mention of the
efforts and cooperation of our Subcommittee
Ranking Member, GARY ACKERMAN, and espe-
cially our Full Committee Ranking Member,
TOM LANTOS.

ToM LANTOS has experienced first hand
what happens when one appeases dictators
and ignores the oppression of human beings.
We cannot stand idly by and allow Syria to
continue to deny the Lebanese people their
rights and their nation.

Thanks to the cooperation of my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle, we are able to
send a clear and unified message to both the
Syrian oppressors and to the Lebanese peo-
ple. As we did with the Syrian Accountability
and Lebanese Sovereignty Restoration, we
have an opportunity today, by supporting H.
Con. Res. 32, to demonstrate a united front
and show that freedom transcends party lines,
geographic borders, and language barriers.

When it comes to freedom and democracy,
the U.S. is speaking with one voice, as the
Lebanese people are speaking with one voice.
In so doing, we become one with our brothers
and sisters in Lebanon as they seek to re-
move the shackles of Syrian tyranny and oc-
cupation.

| urge my colleagues to vote in favor of this
resolution.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to en-
courage U.S. support of the people of Leb-
anon in their struggle to free themselves from
Syrian occupation. Syria has illegitimately held
control over its neighbor for 25 years, a situa-
tion which can no longer be permitted to con-
tinue.
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Syria has proved itself an utterly destructive
force upon its neighbor, Lebanon. Syria has
systematically deprived the Lebanese people
of their many liberties. It has illegally extended
the terms of pro-Syrian officials within the Leb-
anon government by altering the Lebanese
constitution. It has and continues to intimidate
Lebanese dissenters with threats of political
persecution. Lebanese citizens with views not
in keeping with Syrian authorities have been
arrested, kidnapped, tortured and in some in-
stances even killed. The Lebanese press has
been effectively stifled in order to repress anti-
Syrian sentiment. Finally, and most reprehen-
sively, Syria has allowed and even funded the
continued existence of the terrorist group
Hezbollah within the southern Shebaa farm re-
gion of Lebanon. Today Hezbollah is the larg-
est international terrorist organization on the
globe, with cells in Asia, Europe, Africa, and
the Americas. The presence of Hezbollah en-
sures continued turmoil within Lebanon and
throughout the international community.

When it first sent troops to help quell the
Lebanese civil war, Syria claimed its purpose
was to stabilize the country. Instead Syria has
consistently prevented Lebanon from becom-
ing the stable and prosperous state for which
many Lebanese patriots, including the late
former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, have toiled.

Today the people of Lebanon are taking to
the streets, crying out for their freedom from
this foreign oppression. As an American of
Lebanese descent, my heart is with them. My
ancestors came to this country in search of
greater freedom. Now, as | watch the Leba-
nese freedom movement, | am filled with the
hope that the citizens of my country of origin
will soon have the chance to claim the liberties
for which my ancestors sought in coming to
the United States.

Consequently, Mr. Speaker, | urge my fellow
members to pass H. Con. Res. 32 in support
of the Lebanese struggle for independence.
Syria must be made to know in no uncertain
terms that we expect the complete withdrawal
of its troops from Lebanon, the immediate dis-
solution of Hezbollah, and the immediate ter-
mination of interference within Lebanon’s gov-
ernment.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOOD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res.
32, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.
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REMEMBERING WILLIAM LEHMAN

(Mr. HASTINGS of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today and I ask Mem-
bers in their offices who knew the per-
son that I rise to speak about to take
cognizance of the fact that we regret to
announce the death of one of our re-
vered former Members.

William Lehman died today. A real
giant among human beings has passed
and is transitioning. I am sure I speak
for all of us in this body that knew him
and especially those of us in the Flor-
ida delegation in expressing our heart-
felt condolences to the Congressman’s
family.

The funeral arrangements are pend-
ing. It is my understanding that the fu-
neral will be at 1 p.m. on Sunday.
Those that knew Bill, he was referred
to some times as Alabama Bill, he was
a mentor, friend, humanitarian, and
humble servant of humankind.

He provided transportation for thou-
sands through his variety of auto deal-
erships and then as a distinguished
Member of this body chairing the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. He helped to provide the
funding for those of us that have seen
his vision come alive in the form of
transportation measures in south Flor-
ida and around this Nation. He will be
sorely missed.

I can assure Members that it would
be appropriate to stay in contact with
his family with their condolences.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. CON. RES. 95, CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 154 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 154

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the concurrent resolution
(H. Con. Res. 95) establishing the congres-
sional budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2006, revising appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal year 2005,
and setting forth appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal years 2007 through 2010. The
first reading of the concurrent resolution
shall be dispensed with. All points of order
against consideration of the concurrent reso-
lution are waived. General debate shall not
exceed five hours, with four hours of general
debate confined to the congressional budget
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the
Committee on the Budget and one hour of
general debate on the subject of economic
goals and policies equally divided and con-
trolled by Representative Saxton of New Jer-
sey and Representative Maloney of New
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