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standards that do little to advance the inter-
ests of public health.

For those of you who may have forgotten
the arsenic debate of just a few years ago, let
me refresh your memory. The Safe Drinking
Water Act was used in the past to clean up
pollution caused by previous business prac-
tices. Now the EPA is using the act to clean
up Mother Nature herself. Arsenic is a natu-
rally occurring component in the soil and water
of many Western states, including Idaho.
Using questionable science, the EPA has
committed to ensuring all domestic water sys-
tems meet the arbitrary 10 parts-per-billion
standard for arsenic—no matter how small
those systems are. This is down from the 50
parts-per-billion standard set in 1975.

When the Safe Drinking Water Act was
passed, Congress provided flexibility for EPA
to determine whether it is economically or
technologically feasible to obtain a certain
level of reduced contamination. Essentially,
the act states that if it's too expensive, smaller
systems simply need to get as close to the
standard as they reasonably can. Unfortu-
nately EPA has decided not to use that flexi-
bility. EPA has determined that paying $1,000
per year per user for the smaller water sys-
tems to meet the arsenic standard is afford-
able.

We know that many of our rural commu-
nities have low-income residents who make
difficult decisions each month. They must
choose which bills to pay and which to put off.
These folks aren’t worried about the cable bill;
they’re worried about being able to cover their
heat, food, power and even prescription drug
costs every month. And when faced with those
choices, they’ll choose to pay their water bill
first. But the EPA—in its infinite wisdom—has
decided to place a higher priority on marginal
reductions in arsenic level than such basic
needs as food and shelter.

That is unacceptable, which is why | am in-
troducing legislation today to allow small and
rural communities, those under 10,000 in pop-
ulation, to choose whether they want EPA to
enforce regulations on naturally occurring con-
taminants. If the eligible community deter-
mines it is too costly to comply with the rule,
it can request an exemption from the regula-
tion, which EPA must grant.

No one is talking about removing all the ar-
senic from the water. We are talking about re-
moving parts per billion, which is removing a
very small amount of something that is barely
even there. There is no bright line of con-
centration at the parts-per-billion level beyond
which arsenic becomes unsafe. EPA views 9.9
parts-per-billion as safe and 10.1 as unsafe,
despite the fact that there is little health dif-
ference between such small differences. EPA
can’'t determine how much arsenic ingestion
above the federal standard is harmful. While
EPA has said that arsenic concentrations
above its standard don’'t necessarily present
an unreasonable risk to health, concentrations
above 10 parts-per-billion do create a signifi-
cant financial burden for small communities.

This mandate doesn’t consider the unin-
tended consequences and it can’t balance
competing local priorities. Local communities
are in the best position to determine where
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their scarce resources need to go. EPA is not
going to the communities and suggesting
ways they can comply or technology they can
use. Rather than being a good partner, EPA is
once again just an enforcer, and is waiting
until 2006 to impose fines on communities that
are not in compliance. Such one-size-fits-all
government “solutions” do nothing to make
the water cleaner. They only provoke bitter-
ness and stifle cooperation.

One small community in Idaho already has
had to lay off its only police officer in order to
afford studies and other requirements related
to complying with the arsenic regulation. Now
we are asking people to choose between real
public safety and a theoretical health benefit.
Further compounding the problem for this rural
community, the EPA recently denied its re-
quest for a compliance extension, as provided
for in the agency’s own regulation. Community
leaders know they can’t comply by 2006 and
are trying to do the right thing—but EPA re-
fuses to help them.

We are supposed to have a democratic
process here in the United States. In this
case, the EPA is overriding the will of local
citizens. | believe it's time to put the power
back into the hands of those most impacted to
determine what truly is best for them.

| remain concerned that this regulation will
have very adverse economic impacts on thou-
sands of rural communities across the nation,
without addressing legitimate human health
concerns. Since there is no economically fea-
sible way for small communities to meet this
standard and the standard may result in no
health benefits, | support allowing each eligible
rural community to decide whether to comply.
| encourage you to join me in cosponsoring
the Small Community Options for Regulatory
Equity Act.

———

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF STATE REPRESENTATIVE ED-
MUND KUEMPEL

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Texas State Representative Edmund
Kuempel of my congressional district for his
exceptional career in public service.

Mr. Kuempel was born and raised in Austin,
Texas, and received his bachelor of arts in
business from Texas Lutheran College in
Seguin. He was first elected to the Texas
State Legislature in 1983, and is currently the
chairman of the House Administration Com-
mittee.

He has received numerous awards for his
legislative work, including the Man of the Year
Award from the Texas County Agricultural
Agents Association, the Career Achievement
Award from the Texas Chamber of Com-
merce, the Leader of Excellence Award from
the Free Market Committee, and the Texas
Chamber of Commerce Legislative Leadership
Award.

Edmund Kuempel continues to serve the
people of Wilson, Gonzales, and Guadalupe
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Counties with his hard work and dedication.
He is a credit to the Texas State Legislature,
and his dedication to his state and country are
admirable.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the many achievements
of State Representative Edmund Kuempel.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DIANE E. WATSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, | ask unani-
mous consent that on rollcall vote No. 67, |
would like the record to reflect that | inadvert-
ently voted “nay.” | would like the record to re-
flect that | intended to vote “yea.”

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF TEXAS STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE RYAN GUILLEN

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Representative Ryan Guillen for his
commitment to building a better future for
South Texas.

Ryan Guillen is a native of Starr County,
with deep roots in the Texas business commu-
nity. Before entering public service, he worked
as a commodities trader, a rancher, a teacher,
and an independent small businessman. This
experience helped to shape his priorities: in
the legislature, he acted to help teachers, fire-
fighters and policemen with low interest loans,
authored a bill to lower taxes for the disabled
and elderly, and passed legislation to reform
government in his county.

Representative Guillen was elected to the
Texas House in November 2002, and quickly
distinguished himself. He was named Fresh-
man Legislator of the Year by the Freshman
Democratic Caucus of the Texas House of
Representatives, and passed more bills than
any other member of the first-term Democratic
class. He is the only Democrat appointed to
the Legislative Council Board, a powerful com-
mittee which oversees the internal operations
of the Texas Legislature.

He has been especially committed to the
issue of education. He fought to restore cuts
to teacher insurance, authored a bill to in-
crease school district funding in Texas by $1.2
billion, and worked to protect the rights of all
Texas children to an equal, high quality edu-
cation.

Mr. Speaker, Representative Guillen has
distinguished himself as a passionate and ef-
fective legislator, and he has a bright future
ahead of him. | am proud to have the chance
to recognize his work.
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CONGRATULATING THE ST. JO-
SEPH HIGH SCHOOL INDIANS ON
THEIR INDIANA CLASS 3A GIRLS
STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP

HON. CHRIS CHOCOLA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the South Bend St. Joseph’s
High School Indians on their Indiana High
School Athletic Association Girls Basketball
Class 3A state championship.

For the second time in 3 years, the St. Joe
Indians’ girls basketball team found them-
selves at the Conseco Fieldhouse in Indianap-
olis, Indiana for the state championship game.
As the final game horn sounded on Saturday
March 5, 2005, the Indians won by a score of
70-57 defeating Corydon Central High School.

Over 9,000 fans witnessed a 24-10 run in
the fourth quarter allowing the Indians to bring
home St. Joseph County’s first state cham-
pionship in girls basketball. This victory
capped off a 25—1 record for the season.

| would like to acknowledge Head Coach
Mike Megyese and Assistant Coaches Lou
Megyese, Dan Applegate, Clem Litka and
Brad Dunlap on an extraordinary season.

As their many fans know, this team has
been led by an outstanding group of seniors
who have taken St. Joseph’s to an incredible
83-18 record during their 4 years.

On behalf of the citizens of Indiana’s Sec-
ond Congressional District, | would like to con-
gratulate South Bend’s newest champions in-
cluding seniors Aimee Litka, Corey Jo Keim,
Katie St. Clair, Erin Newsom; juniors Melissa
Lechlitner, Ashley Miller, Becky Newsom;
sophomores  Sydney Smallbone, Kristen
Dockery; and freshmen DeBorah Wilson and
Cary Werntz.

Student Managers Sarah Pendl, Katie
Dunlap, Christie  Nurkowski, = Courtney
Szymanski, Gary Paczesny and Erin Rempala
also deserve a special congratulation for their
contributions to the team.

Mr. Speaker, | know that everyone in St. Jo-
seph County including the Diocese of Fort
Wayne—South Bend Superintendent Michelle
Hittie, the St. Joseph High School staff includ-
ing Principal Daniel Swygart, Athletic Director
Frank Pomarico, Assistant Athletic Director
Kristi Beechy, and all of the St. Joseph Indi-
ans’ parents and fans are extremely proud of
the accomplishment these young women have
achieved.

Again, | would like to congratulate the Indi-
ans of St. Joseph High School on winning the
county’s first ever girls state basketball cham-
pionship.

———————

CIVIC PARTICIPATION AND
REHABILITATION ACT OF 2005

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
introduce the Civic Participation and Rehabili-
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tation Act of 2005, legislation that will provide
persons who have been released from incar-
ceration the right to vote in Federal elections.

With just two States, Maine and Vermont,
placing no restrictions on the voting rights of
offenders or ex-offenders, the United States
may have the most restrictive disenfran-
chisement policy in the world. Such prohibi-
tions on the right to vote undermine both the
voting system and the fundamental rights of
ex-offenders. This legislation will serve to clar-
ify and expand voting rights, as well as assist
former felons with their reintegration into our
democracy.

This past November it was estimated that
approximately 2.3 percent of the voting age
population, about 5 million people, were pro-
hibited from voting because of state felon dis-
enfranchisement laws. While it is undeniable
that this group of disqualified voters was large
enough to influence the outcome of close
elections, partisan concerns obscure the fact
that our varied, State-by-State approaches to
ex-offender voting rights leads to confusion
and disenfranchisement of legitimate voters
under these existing laws. In the past two
election cycles, flawed voter purges have de-
prived legitimate voters of their rights. More-
over, in Ohio, an erroneous interpretation of
state law by the Secretary of State deprived
thousands of ex-felons of even the right to
register. Only Federal law can conclusively re-
solve the ambiguities in this area plaguing our
voting system.

In addition to tainting this country’s funda-
mental principle of the right to vote, denying
voting rights to ex-offenders denies them of
the opportunity to fully participate and con-
tribute to their society. Disenfranchisement
laws isolate and alienate ex-offenders, and
serve as one more obstacle in their attempt to
successfully reintegrate into society. Restrict-
ing voting rights, a critical tool of self-em-
powerment, can only lead to higher rates of
recidivism, community apathy, and other social
ills. We fail not just ex-offenders by denying
them the right to vote, but the rest of a society
that has struggled throughout its history to be
legitimate and inclusive. Just like poll taxes
and literacy tests prevented an entire class of
citizens, namely African Americans, from inte-
grating into society after centuries of slavery,
felon disenfranchisement laws prevent ex-of-
fenders from reintegrating into society after
retribution.

Statistics on felon disenfranchisement indi-
cate that congressional action is clearly war-
ranted. The Sentencing Project estimates that
4.7 million Americans, or 1 in 43 adults, have
currently or permanently lost the right to vote
as a result of a felony conviction. 1.4 million
or 13 percent of African American men are
disenfranchised, a rate seven times the na-
tional average. Given current rates of incarcer-
ation, 3 in 10 of the next generation of African
American men can expect to be disenfran-
chised at some point in their lifetime. An esti-
mated 676,730 women are currently ineligible
to vote as a result of a felony conviction.
These statistics have prompted state re-
sponses. Most recently, Alabama, Nevada,
Wyoming, and Connecticut, have adopted leg-
islation that expands voting rights for ex-fel-
ons. We must now act at the Federal level.
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF TEXAS STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE RUTH McCLENDON

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize  Representative  Ruth  Jones
McClendon for her dedicated service to the
people of Texas.

Ruth McClendon has been a tremendous
advocate for public safety and public health in
the State of Texas. She is the creator of the
Neighborhood Cellular on Patrol program,
which has won acclaim from President George
W. Bush for its effectiveness in reducing
crime. She founded the Community Crime
Prevention Network to fight neighborhood
crime, sponsored legislation to support com-
munity policing and increase penalties for
church burnings, and hosted a seminar with
constituents to help them respond to gang ac-
tivity.

V\)I/hile in the legislature, Representative
McClendon passed two children’s asthma bills,
for which she received the American Lung As-
sociation of Texas Public Policy Award for
2001. She created a medical academy to pre-
pare medical students to practice in inner city
neighborhoods, and worked to pass a bill to
dedicate $400 million for a pediatric cancer
center in San Antonio.

Her legislative activity has brought her nu-
merous awards, including listings in the
World’s Who's Who of Women and Who'’s
Who in Texas. She is a graduate of Texas
Southern University, and holds an honorary
doctorate from Guadalupe College Theological
Seminary. She was the first African-American
woman elected to the San Antonio City Coun-
cil, and was named a 2003 Headliner by the
San Antonio Chapter of Women in Commu-
nications.

Mr. Speaker, Ruth Jones McClendon has
been a tireless and effective public servant,
and a role model and guardian for her com-
munity. She deserves our gratitude, and | am
pleased to have this opportunity to recognize
her for her work.

——

SOUTH PARK HIGH SCHOOL
HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call your attention to the great South Park
High School in Buffalo, New York, which this
year is celebrating 90 years of excellence in
educating western New York’s young people.

Ninety-one years ago this week, on St. Pat-
rick's Day, the people of South Buffalo broke
ground at 150 Southside Parkway for the con-
struction of what would become city of Buffalo
Public School Number 206.

That same year, on June 1, the cornerstone
was placed at PS 206, also known as South
Park High School, marking the institution as
the fifth public high school built in the city of
Buffalo.
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