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of the Birmingham Pledge Advisory Board. He
is an honorary member of the Auburn Football
Lettermen Club and the University Singers. He
is a member of the Sports Information Direc-
tors’ Hall of Fame, the Tony Brandino Hall of
Fame and the Gordo Athletics Hall of Fame.
He is also an award winning free lance writer
and has written two books, “Saturdays to Re-
member” and “From the Desk of David
Housel, A Collection of Auburn Stories.”

In 1982 the Alabama Chapter of the Na-
tional Football Foundation recognized David
with their Contribution to Amateur Football
Award. He has also received the Distinguished
Service Award from the Walter Camp Founda-
tion of New Haven, Connecticut and the Bir-
mingham Monday Morning Quarterback Club
for his career contributions to the sport of col-
lege football.

Of all of David’s accomplishments, perhaps
his greatest achievement was convincing the
former Susan Mclintosh to marry him. Susan is
a retired third grade teacher at Wright's Mill
Road Elementary School in Auburn and they
were married on June 15, 1985. David and
Susan are faithful members of Auburn First
United Methodist Church.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to honor
David Emerson Housel for his many accom-
plishments and his enduring impact on his
country, community, friends and family. He is
a man of great dignity and character who
takes pride in the accomplishments of those
he has helped over the years. David continues
to be an inspiring role model for all of us and
is the embodiment of the Auburn Creed. |
know | join the Auburn faithful in wishing
David God's richest blessings in his retire-
ment.

——
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DRAKE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

—————
THE BLUE DOG BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, just a
few minutes ago the House passed a
budget that puts this body on record as
effectively turning our back on future
generations, saddling our children and
grandchildren with mounting deficits
and debt, with no end in sight.

The majority’s management of this
Nation’s finances has resulted in more
than $2.2 trillion in additional debt
since 2001. With this budget, the major-
ity party has made a bad problem
worse.

Our colleagues on the other side of
the aisle who control the House, the
Senate, and the Presidency are in total
command of our economy. The major-
ity continues to talk about fiscal re-
sponsibility, about waste, about fraud,
and about the abuse of the American
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people’s money. Yet they have pro-
posed a budget that is fundamentally
dishonest, a budget that omits the cost
of the war in Iraq and masks the costs
that we will incur down the road as the
deficit continues to explode.

Our men and women in uniform sac-
rifice each day. They leave behind
their jobs and their families, often on
very short notice, and at great per-
sonal and financial cost. Unfortu-
nately, too many of them have made
the ultimate sacrifice for this Nation.
Yet this Congress continues to dem-
onstrate a complete lack of fortitude
to ask the American people to also
make a sacrifice during this time of
war; and it has the indignity to ask our
children to bear the burden alone.

For years, members of the Blue Dog
Coalition have warned that we were
spending money we did not have; that
the administration had no economic
plan; and that tax cuts were not a sub-
stitute for an economic program for
our country’s future; but the majority
in Congress continue to reject our
budget reform proposals, efforts to
budget in the same way that your fam-
ily and mine do, by paying as you go.

This year the Blue Dog Coalition de-
veloped a clear 12-step plan to put our
fiscal house back in order by restoring
discipline and accountability to the
budget process. A few days ago, a pro-
posal to include 11 of these 12 steps in
the budget resolution was wholly re-
jected by the majority in the House
Committee on Rules.

By rejecting consideration of the
Blue Dog reforms, the majority turned
its back on the call to return to some
measure of fiscal discipline. Since no
debate was permitted, I would like to
take this opportunity to share some of
the key features of this plan with the
American people.

The Blue Dog 12-point reform plan
embraces the first rule of holes: when
you find yourself in one, stop digging.
Our plan takes the shovel away from
Congress by imposing tough new rules
to restrain congressional spending. The
plan also stops Congress from buying
on credit and restores PAYGO, strong-
ly supported by Federal Reserve Chair-
man Alan Greenspan.

The Blue Dog plan also puts a lid on
spending by holding down discre-
tionary spending to the levels proposed
by the President in this year’s budget.
It closes a giant loophole that allows
almost any spending to be designated
an emergency by requiring Congress to
have a separate vote on items des-
ignated as such.

Every day, I hear from my constitu-
ents who ask me where are their tax
dollars going. The Blue Dog plan an-
swers this call with a number of com-
monsense reforms to keep the tax-
payers better educated about where
their hard-earned dollars go.
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The plan says that if Congress wants
to increase the national debt we should
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do it completely out in the open with a
separate vote. The plan says that if
Congress wants to call for more than
$50 million in new spending, that bill
gets a roll call vote. It says if Congress
wants to push through earmarks for
pet projects we should require clear
written justification for those projects.

Madam Speaker, this year’s deficit is
projected to be at much as $589 billion,
not counting the Social Security sur-
plus, almost 5 percent of the Gross Do-
mestic Product. By 2009 interest pay-
ments alone on our national debt will
exceed what we spend on discretionary
spending on national parks, public
schools, fire fighters, law enforcement
and our veterans.

We owe it to the American people to
stop imperiling the Nation’s economic
future by borrowing money to pay for
irresponsible policies.

Yesterday the Judiciary Committee
on which I sit spent an entire day
working on the massive bankruptcy
bill. During the debate revolving
around issues of debt and finances, my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
often talked about the importance of
personal responsibility.

If your family or mine budgeted in
the same way this House demonstrated
today, we would all go bankrupt. Our
constituents know exactly what it is
like to balance a checkbook at the end
of each month and at the end of the
year. It is now time for the majority to
exercise some of the personal responsi-
bility they are so fond of and balance
our Nation’s books.

——————

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to claim the
time of the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BURTON).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

———

HONORING OUTSTANDING
CONSTITUENTS FROM TENNESSEE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
we have a wonderful gentleman who
was a Tennessee resident, citizen and
someone we are terribly proud of. His
name is Alex Haley, and many around
the world know of his writings. And
one of the things that Mr. Haley would
often say is ‘“Find the good and praise
it”’. And that is something that we
have more or less adopted in Ten-
nessee, when folks do things that
should be praised. And today I want to
recognize some of our outstanding citi-
zens in our State.
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