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violates the Ecumenical Patriarch’s religious
rights and freedoms by refusing to recognize
its international status. Training for the clergy
has also been effectively banned because the
Turkish government refuses to reopen the
Greek Orthodox Halki seminary. Furthermore,
the Turkish government requires all can-
didates for the Patriarchate be Turkish nation-
als, thus severely limiting the field. Addition-
ally, the Turkish government has confiscated
75 percent of Ecumenical Patriarchal prop-
erties since 2002 and has levied a 42 percent
retroactive tax on the Balukli Hospital, a phil-
anthropic institution run by the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate. Meanwhile, Turkey is scheduled to
begin accession negotiations with the Euro-
pean Union in October 2005.

Mr. Speaker, the legislation | am introducing
today is very simple. This resolution calls on
Turkey to meet the criteria on eliminating all
forms of discrimination set forth by the Euro-
pean Union, particularly those based on race
or religion. This bill urges the Turkish govern-
ment to grant the Ecumenical Patriarch appro-
priate international recognition and ecclesiastic
succession, the right to train clergy of all na-
tionalities, and demands that Turkey respect
the property rights and human rights of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate. These are simple
demands, Mr. Speaker. The path of democ-
racy must be laid with the bricks of freedom
and tolerance—without them, democracy be-
comes a hollow word devoid of promise and
hope. We must take a stand for religious
rights and freedoms. We must call on Turkey
to fulfill its obligations to the European Union
and stop violating the human and religious
rights of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

———

STATEMENT BY THE FRIENDS OF
IRELAND ST. PATRICK’S DAY 2005

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, the Friends of
Ireland in the Congress join 38 million Irish
Americans in celebrating the unique ties be-
tween America and the island of Ireland. We
welcome the Taoiseach Bertie Ahern to the
United States, and we send our warmest
greetings to all the people of Ireland and
Northern Ireland.

Irish Americans care deeply about Northern
Ireland, and we commend President Bush for
his efforts to keep the American government
involved in the pursuit of peace. We also
praise Mitchell Reiss, the President’s special
envoy to Ireland, for his unwavering commit-
ment and his bi-partisan American approach
to the process.

We do regret that none of the political par-
ties from Northern Ireland will be represented
at the Shamrock Ceremony or the Speaker’s
Luncheon this year, but this should be taken
as a clear signal reflecting the severity of the
situation, and the immediate need for all par-
ties to return to the negotiating table.

In 1998, the parties to the Good Friday
Agreement committed to partnership, equality
and mutual respect as the basis for moving
forward. We continue to believe that inclusive
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power sharing—based on those three defining
qualities—is essential to the viability and ad-
vancement of the democratic process in
Northern Ireland. A political system based on
inclusive power sharing requires trust and con-
fidence. The parties to the Good Friday Agree-
ment also affirmed their total and absolute
commitment to exclusively democratic and
peaceful means.

The recent events in Northern Ireland in-
volving alleged and admitted criminality by IRA
members have put tremendous pressure on all
the governments and have seriously under-
mined the trust and confidence that are essen-
tial to advance the process. We deplore this
tragic setback. Circumstances on both the Na-
tionalist and Unionist sides have created great
chasms of mistrust. Neither side is blameless
in this tragic breakdown, and the British, Irish
and United States Governments must devote
themselves to instill the trust and continue the
forward movement.

Clearly, there is essential work to be done
in ending all paramilitary activity, permanently
restoring the democratic institutions, pro-
gressing with demilitarization, and advancing
an equality agenda. It is also imperative, in all
democratic societies, for all parties to be will-
ing to work with the criminal justice system or
in this case the Police Service.

We regret that the dramatic effort to reach
an agreement over the Christmas Holiday fell
short. The world watched as the framework
was set, and all parties were steps away from
a victorious moment in history. We must re-
mind all the parties that this framework is still
in place and there was a reason why an
agreement was almost settled only a few
months ago. It is from this point that negotia-
tions must resume.

We commend the Irish and British Govern-
ments for their ongoing efforts to work with the
political leaders in Northern Ireland to restore
the trust and confidence that are essential to
advance the peace. On this St. Patrick’s Day,
we look forward to the day when the Good Fri-
day Agreement will be finally and fully imple-
mented, and to the day when stable demo-
cratic institutions, peace, and justice will be
achieved in Northern Ireland.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BRIAN BAIRD

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, due to cir-
cumstances stemming from the recent birth of
my two sons, Wiliam and Walter, | was not
able to be present for legislative business on
the morning of March 16, 2005, during which
time the House considered and passed H.R.
1268. Had | been present, | would have voted
as follows:

On House Amendment #60 | would have
voted “aye.”

On the motion to recommit H.R. 1268 to the
Committee on Appropriations with instruction
to provide an additional $100 million for vet-
erans healthcare, and $50 million for veterans
job training and transitional assistance, | would
have voted “aye.”

March 17, 2005

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF SAN MARCOS CITY COUNCIL-
MAN JOHN THOMAIDES

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the important contributions of San
Marcos City Councilman John Thomaides, of
my Congressional District.

In 2003 John Thomaides was elected to
San Marcos City Council. Mr. Thomaides was
chosen to represent the Council on the Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau Board of Direc-
tors. He has been active in city affairs since
he came to San Marcos ten years ago. John
has served on the City’s Drainage Advisory
Board, the Citizen Review Commission, and
as chair to the Transportation Advisory Board.

After arriving in San Marcos John opened
Alpha Pure Water Company, and has quickly
become a leader in business and community
organizations. In January 2003 the Area
Chamber of Commerce awarded him “Small
Business Person of the Quarter” and in Octo-
ber 2003 he was honored again with “Small
Business Person of the Year.”

John Thomaides has consistently worked to
improve the quality of life for his constituents,
and is a 2003 graduate of the Leadership
Academy of Public Service. He has served as
president of the San Marcos Tennis Associa-
tion, and as Ambassador for the Area Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Mr. Speaker, John Thomaides serves as an
example of what discipline, courage, and dedi-
cation can accomplish, and | am proud to
have had this opportunity to thank him.

————

A TRIBUTE TO ADELE ANDRADE-
STADLER, 29TH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT WOMAN OF THE
YEAR—2005

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today In
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women during
the month of March. It is an honor to pay
homage to outstanding women who are mak-
ing a difference in my Congressional District.

| would like to recognize an outstanding
woman in my Congressional District, the Hon-
orable Adele Andrade-Stadler. For many
years, Adele has brought an abounding spirit
and energy to her service in the community.
Those fortunate enough to meet and work with
Adele instantly recognize her enthusiasm and
commitment to education and children.

A native of Southern California, Adele was
raised in Monterey Park. She attended Alham-
bra public schools, graduated from East Los
Angeles College and attended California State
University, Los Angeles. While attending col-
lege she worked part time for the Los Angeles
Unified School District as a bi-lingual instruc-
tional aide. She also studied early childhood




March 17, 2005

development at Pacific Oaks College in Pasa-
dena.

Adele was the Director of the Foothill Devel-
opmental School, a non-profit pre-school that
provided special services for disabled and
non-disabled children in Monrovia, California.
During the 1990s, she developed and imple-
mented a curriculum for the Union Bank Child
Care Center, one of the first centers in the
San Gabriel Valley area to provide on-site
childcare to its employees. In 1999, Adele be-
came a Field Representative for then State
Senator HILDA SoLIS, continuing on as a Field
Representative and Caseworker, then District
Director for Congresswoman SoLIS. In that ca-
pacity, Adele advocated for children, families,
women, immigrants, senior citizens, veterans,
and other constituents that needed federal as-
sistance.

Ms. Andrade-Stadler's volunteer record in
education is truly impressive. She has been in
the Alhambra Parent Teacher Association
(PTA) for nearly ten years, serving as PTA
Council President. She has volunteered in the
Alhambra Unified School District, at the Meth-
odist Cooperative Preschool, and has been a
long-time Sierra Club member and volunteer.
Adele was a key organizer for the Alhambra
School Bond Measures A and AA and led and
coordinated the School Traffic Safety Plan at
Fremont Elementary School. Currently, she is
an advisor to the School Site Title | Council
and Chair of the Traffic Commission for the
City of Alhambra. In 2004, Adele was elected
to the Alhambra Unified School Board.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring an outstanding woman of California’s
29th Congressional District, Adele Andrade-
Stadler. The entire community joins me in
thanking Adele for her success and continued
efforts toward making the 29th Congressional
District a more enjoyable place in which to live
and work.

———

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF JACK
HOLMES THOMAS, SR.

HON. CHARLES W. “CHIP” PICKERING

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, on March 11,
Jack Holmes Thomas Sr. passed away after a
short battle with acute leukemia at age 80.
Jack was a man of God who served his fam-
ily, community and country honorably and with
distinction and | take this opportunity to re-
member his life.

Born on January 10, 1925 in Natchez, Mis-
sissippi, Jack was the husband of Helen Putt
Thomas and the father of two sons: Jack H.
Thomas Jr. and Robert Bryan Thomas. He
had five grandchildren: Chris, Mallory, Chase,
Tiffany and Heather.

Jack was part of “the greatest generation”
and served in the US Marine Corps in World
War Il where he earned the Purple Heart. He
graduated from Mississippi State University in
1951 with a bachelor of science in agricultural
education and served the US Department of
Agriculture for thirty-three years before retiring.

Jack was a past president of the Mississippi
Federation of the National Association of Re-
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tired Federal Employees, an active life mem-
ber of the Elk Lodge, a past president of the
Starkville Shriners Club, and a strong Mis-
sissippi State University supporter and avid
Bulldog fan.

Jack was a faithful member and deacon of
First Baptist Church of Starkville and taught
Sunday school and discipleship training while
in Oklahoma.

Mr. Speaker, Jack Thomas has long been a
blessing to his family and friends, but one that
was felt beyond those people in the commu-
nity at large. We mourn his passing, but we
celebrate his life.

DEEPENING OUR RELATIONS WITH
KAZAKHSTAN

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, the current situa-
tion in our world prompts the United States to
seek and deepen relations with countries who
share our principles and values, one such
country is the Republic of Kazakhstan.

In the course of its development,
Kazakhstan has achieved tremendous results
despite some ups and downs. In fact, the peo-
ple of Kazakhstan have gained long awaited
freedom thirteen years ago and have chosen
the right path consistently moving towards
their ultimate goal of building a democratic
and civil society with a strong market econ-
omy. The recent state of the nation address
by President Nursultan Nazarbayev of
Kazakhstan is strong proof of that.

| have read this document and must note
that it is indeed a milestone for the country. It
provides an outstanding description of the
state and perspectives of the development of
Kazakhstan’s society. It is a comprehensive
address which | kindly ask, Mr. Speaker, to
submit to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for
those of my colleagues who follow the devel-
opment of this young and promising country.
Let me mention a few highlights.

It is amazing how this country, which for
many years existed under a totalitarian regime
without any idea of market reforms has man-
aged to achieve tremendous results in a very
short period. Average income has grown al-
most fivefold during the last ten years, monthly
salaries have increased by about 6 times, the
minimum wage has gone up 25 times, aver-
age monthly pensions have increased by 4.6
times, and personal and average per capita
bank deposits by 35 and 37 times. Compared
to 2003, state expenditures on guaranteed
free health care have risen 1.7 times. The
most impressive part of the message is the
massive social component of the Kazakh lead-
er's program aimed at significant improvement
of wellbeing of all levels of society, especially
the poor, elderly, disabled and children.

The President’s annual address also reflects
the desire of a young nation to become a bul-
wark of democracy in a vitally important re-
gion. Since gaining independence from the
Soviet Union in 1991, Kazakhstan has be-
come a leader in promoting political and
democratic transformations in the post Soviet
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states. Most importantly, Kazakhstan is not
going to stop half way to this goal, but is
eager to deepen this process based on West-
ern standards of democracy. | support Presi-
dent Nazarbayev’s initiative to create a Na-
tional Program of Political Reforms in which
the key player will be the people. | strongly
believe that the evolution of Kazakh society in-
evitably will lead to a triumph of democracy. It
is dictated by the will and aspirations of the
people. | also agree with President
Nazarbayev when he said that today
“Kazakhstan is regarded in the world as a re-
gional power possessing a strong economy
and a solid position in the international com-
munity”.

| congratulate the people and the Govern-
ment of Kazakhstan for their achievements
and am sincerely happy for them.

| am very glad that the United States has
been instrumental in aiding the development
of Kazakhstan. Our bilateral relations have
gained the status of a strategic partnership. |
am absolutely convinced successful coopera-
tion between the U.S. and Kazakhstan is the
cornerstone of stability in a crucial region and
it is in the interest of both our countries and
the world as a whole.

Today, it is vital for America to demonstrate
its gratitude to the people of Kazakhstan who
stood side by side with us after 9/11 and is
today living up to its commitment in helping to
build a free Irag. | urge my colleagues and the
administration to render them assistance and
support their endeavors to be among the truly
democratic countries of the world.

——————

CONGRATULATING  MRS. MARI-
ETTA MURRAY URQUHART ON
RECEIPT OF THE MOBILE CITY
COUNCIL OF BETA SIGMA PI
INTERNATIONAL SORORITY’S 2004
“FIRST LADY OF THE YEAR”
AWARD

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride and pleasure that | rise to honor Mrs.
Marietta Murray Urquhart on the occasion of
her being honored by the Mobile City Council
of Beta Sigma Pi International Sorority with
the organization’s 2004 “First Lady of the
Year” Award.

Beta Sigma Pi International Sorority was
founded in 1931 for the purpose of providing
women with opportunities for community serv-
ice and as an outlet for cultural and social ac-
tivities. Seven local chapters of the organiza-
tion are currently active in Mobile, and since
1945 one woman has been selected each
year for the “First Lady of the Year” Award.
This honor is bestowed to an individual based
on her contributions to the business, cultural,
and civic life of the community.

Mrs. Urquhart has been a distinguished and
active member of the Mobile, Alabama, com-
munity for over two decades. In 1982, she and
her husband, Bill, chose to make Mobile their
home upon Bill's completion of medical school
and his residency. Almost immediately, she
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