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week by lawyers—led by Harvard’s Charles
Ogletree—the justices might see that Tulsa

is a whole different matter.
The 1921 Tulsa race riot began when police

arrested a black youth for allegedly assault-
ing a white woman, a charge later dismissed.
A crowd of whites gathered outside the
courthouse where the youth was jailed, and
there was a rumor that he would be lynched.

According to the state’s 2001 report, men
from Greenwood armed themselves and went
to the courthouse to defend the youth. A
gunfight erupted, and the outnumbered
blacks retreated to Greenwood. A white mob

followed them and burned the neighborhood.
A ‘“‘white mob ransacked Greenwood,

shooting indiscrimately at African-Ameri-
cans and burning almost every building in
the community. Not only did the state and
city fail to stop the destruction, but state
and local officials participated in the vio-
lence and deputized and armed members of
the white mob,” states the petition, filed on
behalf of the riot’s survivors and their de-
scendants.

From the get-go, Oklahomans set road-
blocks to any kind of recompense for the
hundreds of homeowners and businesses dev-
astated during the riot. And then, after a
state commission finally concluded in 2001—
four years ago!—that more than attention
must be paid to what transpired, the courts
said to these black folks: Sorry. Too late.
You should have filed your claims years ago.
Too bad. So sad.

So, justices of the highest court in the
land, rise to the dignity of your titles and do
justice in this case. Do justice by 102-year-
old Otis Clarke, a Greenwood victim. Do
more than pay lip service to the immorality
of what transpired. Reparations in the form
of money, not just penance, must be paid for
this act of domestic terrorism.

The lower courts said it’s too late. But the

Supreme Court has the chance to do what’s
right, and the time for that is now.

—————
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Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to commemorate two significant an-
niversaries of Rotary International. On Feb-
ruary 23, 2005, Rotary International celebrated
its 100th anniversary. From its humble roots in
Chicago, lllinois, Rotary International has
grown into a worldwide organization of busi-
ness and professional leaders whose mission
is to provide humanitarian service, encourage
high ethical standards in all vocations, and
help build goodwill and peace in the world.
Since 1943, Rotary International has distrib-
uted more than $1.1 billion to combat polio,
promote cultural exchanges, and encourage
community service.

| also want to provide special recognition to
an important member of this outstanding orga-
nization, the Rotary Club of Mineola, Texas,
for their sixty-five years of service to Wood
County. Throughout its sixty-five year history,
the Mineola Rotary Club has achieved great
successes in carrying out the mission of Ro-
tary International.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

In past years, the Mineola Rotary Club has
raised money to provide scholarships to local
students, sponsored a reading program at the
local library for students trying to learn
English, and planted trees throughout the
county. In addition, the club is an active fund-
raiser for the local library, has sponsored pro-
grams to teach students Spanish, and has
been active with the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram that brings food to the elderly population
in the area.

Through these actions, the Rotary Club of
Mineola, Texas, has exemplified the values of
service and charity that lie at the heart of
American society. As the congressional rep-
resentative of the members of this outstanding
organization, it is my distinct pleasure to be
able to honor them today on the floor of the
United States House of Representatives.

——
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Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the work of one of my constituents, Ms. Bev-
erlé Hanson of Oceanside.

everal months ago, Southeast Asia was
devastated by a tsunami. This terrible tragedy
claimed the lives of countless thousands of
people and caused horrific damage to the
lives of those who survived it. Ms. Hanson
was deeply touched and saddened by the
lives of the children affected. Seeking to make
a difference in the lives of these traumatized
children, she started a toy drive she called
“Teddy Bears for Tsunami Children.”

Ms. Hansen set up boxes with signs at local
retail establishments, banks, and nonprofit or-
ganizations requesting donations of new and
previously loved clean teddy bears and small,
plush toys. The first shipment of 240 stuffed
animals left San Diego for India, tightly packed
into the suitcases and duffle bags of 62 doc-
tors and nurses with Project Compassion. Ap-
proximately 300 more animals were sent in a
package to Sri Lanka by Debbie and Mano
Appapillai of Carmel Valley, California. Ms.
Hanson is currently collecting 500 or more
toys which will find their new homes this
month. Ms. Hanson has worked very hard to
publicize her project into North San Diego
County. She utilized newspapers, drop off
points, and television to get her message out.
Her determination and effort are rare and wor-
thy of the highest praise. Mr. Speaker, | am
honored to have Beverly Hanson as a con-
stituent.

CONGRATULATING GEORGE K. LAI
ON BEING NAMED 2005 GUAM
SMALL BUSINESSPERSON OF
THE YEAR BY THE SMALL BUSI-
NESS ADMINISTRATION
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Thursday, March 17, 2005

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate and commend Mr. George K.
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Lai on being named 2005 Guam Small
Businessperson of the Year by the United
States Small Business Administration. George
Lai’'s hard work and perserverance embody
the spirit of the American Dream, and the SBA
could not have selected a more worthy recipi-
ent.

Like many of this Nation’s great entre-
preneurs, George came to the United States
as an immigrant. Having grown up in Hong
Kong with very little formal education in the
English language, he worked hard to take ad-
vantage of opportunities for formal secondary
education in Guam. After graduating from
Guam’s John F. Kennedy High School with
honors, George gained admission to Texas
Agriculture and Mining University, where he
eamned a B.S. in Petroleum Engineering in
1982. After several years of working for Dower
Schlumberger, a Houston-based oil service
company, he and his wife, Deborah Larsen
Lai, moved back to Guam and established
Quality Distributors in 1986. Quality Distribu-
tors has since become the largest food whole-
saler on the island.

George has provided sound leadership for
Quality Distributors, which led to its awarding
as “New Contractor of the Year” by the De-
fense Logistics Agency in 2002. Quality Dis-
tributors was subsequently awarded “Prime
Vendor of the Year” by the Defense Supplies
Center of Philadelphia in 2003 in recognition
of its outstanding performance in the Pacific
Region. Under George’s leadership, Quality
Distributors has continued to provide efficient
wholesale services to local retailers and value
to Federal procurement officers. Because of
this sound business leadership, Quality Dis-
tributors helps foster local economic growth
and new jobs.

In addition to providing business leadership,
George is an active participant in local trade
organizations that work to enhance the overall
competitiveness of firms located in Guam. He
has served on the Board of Directors for the
Guam Hotel and Restaurant Association and
for the Guam Environmental Protection Agen-
cy; as Vice President of the Chinese Merchant
Association; and has maintained an active role
in the Guam Chamber of Commerce and
Guam Visitors Bureau. He has also supported
the Guam community by serving as Treasurer
and Director of Finance for the Guam Football
and Soccer Association and as Chairman of
the Women’s National Soccer Team. George
has also been generous in providing corporate
sponsorships for important programs sup-
porting public education, youth sports, and dis-
aster relief in the Pacific Region.

George is a business leader, an inspiration
for us all, and an individual deeply committed
to utilizing his talents for the benefit of the en-
tire Guam community. | congratulate George
for being selected as the 2005 Guam Small
Businessperson of the Year. Our island cele-
brates his national recognition with his wife
Deborah and daughters Samantha and
Breanna. George, we are all proud of you and
we wish you continued success.
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