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Mr. Ogden was rewarded for his service
with an appointment as County Commissioner
of Atascosa Precinct 3, a post which he still
holds. He further contributes to the public
good through his work as a volunteer deputy
for the Atascosa County Sheriff.

Mr. Speaker, Freddie Ogden remains a tire-
less public servant, and | applaud his energy,
competence, and dedication.

———

HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ATHENS ROTARY
CLUB

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to commemorate two significant an-
niversaries of Rotary International. On Feb-
ruary 23, 2005, Rotary International celebrated
its 100th anniversary. From its humble roots in
Chicago, lllinois, Rotary International has
grown into a worldwide organization of busi-
ness and professional leaders whose mission
is to provide humanitarian service, encourage
high ethical standards in all vocations, and
help build goodwill and peace in the world.
Since 1943, Rotary International has distrib-
uted more than $1.1 billion to combat polio,
promote cultural exchanges, and encourage
community service.

| also want to provide special recognition to
an important member of this outstanding orga-
nization, the Rotary Club of Athens, Texas, on
the occasion of their 75th anniversary on De-
cember 1, 2004. Throughout its seventy-five
year history, the Athens Rotary Club has
achieved great successes in carrying out the
mission of Rotary International.

In past years, the Athens Rotary Club has
raised money to combat Polio, provided schol-
arships to two seniors from each high school
in Henderson County, and sponsored ex-
change students from around the world. In ad-
dition, the club is active with the Boy Scouts
of America, the Henderson County 4H club,
the YMCA, the local Food Pantry, and numer-
ous other charitable and civic organizations in
and around Athens, Texas.

Through these actions, the Rotary Club of
Athens, Texas, has exemplified the values of
service and charity that lie at the heart of
American society. As the congressional rep-
resentative of the members of this outstanding
organization, it is my distinct pleasure to be
able to honor them today on the floor of the
United States House of Representatives.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF ELAINE
GROTHMANN FOR HER 30 YEARS
OF SERVICE TO THE CONTRA
COSTA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF
EMPLOYMENT AND HUMAN
SERVICES

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the career accomplishments of Elaine

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Grothmann for her 30 years of service to the
Contra Costa County Department of Employ-
ment and Human Services.

Ms. Grothmann represents the highest
standards of professionalism in her life work
with the Department. She is respected and
trusted by her colleagues for her sincerity,
constancy, and the outstanding quality of her
work. Her managers know that when Elaine
takes on an assignment, the end product is
going to be assured, timely, and a credit to the
Department.

Over her career, Elaine’s work has bene-
fited a wide range of the Department’s cus-
tomers, including dependent children, refu-
gees, foster children, and parents entering and
reentering the job market after having received
welfare. She has been an innovator and main-
stay of programs for CalWORKSs participants,
creating and implementing services in child
care, substance abuse, mental health, and
learning disabilities that buoy employability.
The training program she spearheaded for
CalWORKs participants to become licensed
child care providers and preschool teachers is
an inspired, lasting design that continues to
meet multiple, compatible needs of the partici-
pants.

Elaine’s respect for those who are served
by the Department shows in her work on their
behalf and confers respect on the Department.
Her creativity, expertise, dedication, and ami-
ability—not to mention her affinity for good
times and monthly trips to Disneyland—are
going to be missed by everyone who has
worked with Elaine and benefited from her
good work.

| thank Elaine Grothmann for her career
contributions to the Contra Costa County De-
partment of Employment and Human Services,
and | wish her a well-deserved retirement in
the community she has done so much to im-
prove.

———

SUPPORTING THE HOUSE DEMOC-
RACY ASSISTANCE COMMISSION
RESOLUTION

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of H. Res. 135, the
House Democracy Assistance Commission
Resolution. This Resolution forms a commis-
sion within the House of Representatives to
assist emerging democracies around the
world. As the standard-bearer for a modern
democratic nation, it is only fitting that Con-
gress lend its expertise to all countries at-
tempting to follow our example.

In the previous decade, Congress formed a
task force to provide equipment and technical
assistance to emerging democracies in East-
ern and Central Europe. The results of that
task force, known as the “Frost-Solomon Task
Force,” can be seen in the strengthening of
the democratic institutions in these countries.
The recent elections in Ukraine are a perfect
example of how democracy is beginning to
take hold in these nations. One of the hall-
marks of a truly democratic nation is the
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smooth transition of power from one political
party to another. While democracy eventually
prevailed in Ukraine, the political turmoil dur-
ing its elections serves as a reminder of how
new and fragile these democracies are. It is
crucial that we, as a nation, continue to sup-
port all countries in their progress towards
maintaining a stable democracy.

The establishment of a commission to lend
assistance to these emerging democracies is
an important and common-sense action Con-
gress can take to support and foster the global
spread of democracy. This commission will
lend experience and expertise to nations
around the world. It will further allow members
and staff of parliaments of selected countries
to visit the House of Representatives and its
support agencies in order to gain first hand
knowledge. This commission is a valuable and
cost-effective diplomatic tool our nation can
employ to assist in spreading the freedom of
democracy around the world.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to support the
formation of a commission to assist emerging
democracies. | urge my colleagues’ support
for this important legislation.

RECOGNITION OF BATON ROUGE
MAGNET HIGH SCHOOL AS A
WINNER OF THE KENNEDY CEN-
TER CREATIVE TICKET NA-
TIONAL SCHOOL OF DISTINCTION
AWARD

HON. WILLIAM J. JEFFERSON

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. JEFFERSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize a valued educational institution—
Baton Rouge Magnet High School—a 2003-
04 school year Winner of the Kennedy Center
Alliance for Arts Education Network Creative
Ticket National School of Distinction Award.
This school is an institution that combines
academic excellence with tradition, achieving
excellence in the arts.

The John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts has recognized five schools as
recipients for the 2003-04 award. The Cre-
ative Ticket National School of Distinction
Award recognizes schools that have done an
outstanding job of making the arts an essential
part of the education of their students.

In addition to their recognition of excellence
in the Performing Arts by the Kennedy Center,
Baton Rouge Magnet High School held its
Blue Ribbon award ceremony on Thursday,
October 23, 2003. The Blue Ribbon Schools
Programs honors public and private K-12
schools which are academically superior in
their states or that demonstrate dramatic gains
in student achievement. BRMHS is one of only
two public high schools, and five total schools
in Louisiana, and one of 248 nationally recog-
nized as Blue Ribbon schools. It is the second
time Baton Rouge Magnet High has been rec-
ognized with the honor. It is an award colleges
look favorably in when reviewing students’ re-
sumes.

Thank you, Baton Rouge Magnet High
School for your many years of dedication to
quality education, arts programs and your out-
standing representation of Louisiana.
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