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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-

port our Nation’s veterans and thus urge floor 
consideration for the ‘‘Veterans Self-Employ-
ment Act.’’ 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF DR. 
JAMES W. LANE 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 17, 2005 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Dr. James W. Lane. 

Last month, he lost his battle to a long-term 
illness. Dr. Lane was a Charleston urologist, 
former U.S. Army captain, and civic leader. 

As Chief of Staff of the Charleston Memorial 
Hospital, he eased a hospital merger that re-
sulted in the creation of Charleston Area Med-
ical Center, which is the premier medical facil-
ity in the Kanawha Valley. 

Dr. Lane was also a teacher of his trade. As 
the chairman of the Department of Urology at 
CAMC and a clinical professor of urology at 
the Charleston Division of the West Virginia 
University School of Medicine he trained hun-
dreds of young doctors. 

Dr. Lane was a member of several local 
service and community organizations including 
the Kanawha Medical Society, the Mid-Atlantic 
section of the American Urology Association, 
and the West Virginia Health Right, where he 
was named volunteer of the year in 2002. 

Dr. Lane was instrumental in improving the 
availability of health care in West Virginia. His 
legacy of humility and compassion for others 
was attributed to how he lived every day of his 
life. 

Dr. Lane was a pillar of the community and 
his memory will resonate in the minds of those 
fortunate enough to have known him and his 
countless accomplishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION OF 
HARLANDALE INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD MEM-
BER GRACIE A. ACUNA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 17, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the dedication of Harlandale Inde-
pendent School District Board Member Gracie 
Acuna of my Congressional District. 

Gracie Acuna was first elected as Board 
Member of District four in 1987, and currently 
serves as Vice President. During her time on 
the Board she has served in a variety of ca-
pacities including President, Vice President, 
and Secretary. 

Gracie holds the honor of being the first His-
panic woman to serve as President of the 
Board, which she held for four terms. She has 
assisted the Board further by serving as Chair-
man of the Finance Committee and Cur-
riculum Committee. 

Ms. Acuna is actively involved in organiza-
tions that affect our community. She has 

served as President of the Bexar County Fed-
eration of School Boards, San Antonio Fed-
eration of School Boards, San Antonio Transit 
Board Member, President of the Harlandale 
Lions Club, TASB Legislative Advisory Coun-
cil, and a Life Member of State PTA. 

Gracie Acuna is grateful for being elected 
and feels honored by the confidence the vot-
ers have demonstrated in her. She has two 
sons with her husband Willie, and attends San 
Jose Mission Church. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have had this 
opportunity to recognize the dedication of 
Gracie A. Acuna to Harlandale Independent 
School District. 
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A TRIBUTE TO GLORIA GUERRERO 
29TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
WOMAN OF THE YEAR—2005 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 17, 2005 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year, 
we pay special tribute to the contributions and 
sacrifices made by our Nation’s women during 
the month of March. It is an honor to pay 
homage to outstanding women who are mak-
ing a difference in my Congressional District. 

I would like to recognize an outstanding 
woman in my Congressional District, Ms. Glo-
ria Guerrero. For many years, Gloria has 
brought an abounding spirit and energy to her 
service in the community. Those fortunate 
enough to meet and work with Gloria instantly 
recognize her joy, enthusiasm and passion for 
community service. 

Raised in a politically active and community- 
minded family, Gloria began volunteering in 
her youth in Monterey Park. Although she was 
employed full time working for Medicare/Occi-
dental-Transamerica for 25 years, then later at 
the Chino Valley Independent Fire District for 
13 years, she always found time for her com-
munity. 

Gloria is a 51-year resident of Monterey 
Park and her involvement with the city of Mon-
terey Park is extensive and impressive. She 
served on the city’s Community Relations 
Commission for 7 years, serving as chair and 
vice chair, and on the Arts and Culture Com-
mission for 6 years. She has served on sev-
eral city committees, including the City with a 
Heart Committee, Cinco De Mayo Committee, 
Budget Task Force Committee, Harmony 
Month Committee and the Fourth of July Com-
mittee. In addition, she served as a Panel 
Judge for the city’s Crystal Youth Awards 
event and an Essay Contest Judge for the 
Cherry Blossom Festival. She is a long-time 
member of the Los Angeles Monterey Park 
Optimist Club, having served as president and 
vice president. In addition, Gloria volunteered 
for the House of Ruth and Para Los Niños. 

Ms. Guerrero’s dedication to the Monterey 
Park Public Library is evident. She is currently 
a Library Board of Trustees Member of the 
Bruggemeyer Memorial Library and a board 
member of the Friends of the Monterey Park 
Library. 

I ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring an outstanding woman of California’s 

29th Congressional District, Gloria Guerrero. 
The entire community joins me in thanking 
Gloria for her success and continued efforts 
toward making the 29th Congressional District 
a more enjoyable place in which to live and 
work. 
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COMMENDING MIKE EAVES FOR 
HIS WORK AND DEDICATION TO 
AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DE-
VELOPMENT FOR THE 8TH DIS-
TRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA 

HON. ROBIN HAYES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 17, 2005 

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
congratulate and praise an individual who has 
dedicated himself to improving North Carolina. 
Mike Eaves is a remarkable person in many 
ways, and I want to acknowledge him for his 
accomplishments and efforts towards pro-
moting agriculture and rural development. 

Mike grew up in Epson, North Carolina lo-
cated in Vance County. He is a proud grad-
uate of both Louisburg College and Appa-
lachian State University. 

Mike began his work in government when 
he accepted a job with the Farmers Home Ad-
ministration. Mike soon moved on to the Farm 
Service Agency in 1984 where he served as 
Executive Director of the Richmond County 
Farm Service Agency. In 2002, due to his 
strong knowledge of the farm programs and 
the people, he became the District Director, 
overseeing 13 county offices as well as being 
a liaison between the State Office and the 
County Office. Most recently, Mike has been 
selected to be the Administrative Officer of 
North Carolina State FSA Office, effective 
April 3rd, 2005. 

Anyone knows that long-term success de-
pends on future leadership. It will not surprise 
you to know that Mike has a strong record of 
leadership and achievements. He has re-
ceived the Distinguished Service Award for 
Community Service from the North Carolina 
Association of County Office Employees. Mike 
has also received the Distinguished Service 
Award for Community Service for the South-
east Area and the National Distinguished 
Service Award for Community Service from 
the National Association of County Office Em-
ployees. Mike’s determination to help build 
and create a better community and a better 
North Carolina is inspiring. 

I am very happy for Mike and his new posi-
tion in the State Office, but I will tell you that 
Richmond County and the 8th District of North 
Carolina will miss his leadership. Although I 
know you will be watching over us from Ra-
leigh and keeping a close eye on Richmond 
County, I can’t tell you how much I have ap-
preciated your steadfast dedication towards 
promoting and advancing agriculture and rural 
communities in North Carolina. Personally, I 
can’t thank you enough for your friendship and 
the kindness you have shown me since I have 
been in office. Your assistance has been in-
valuable to me and my staff. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot tell you how much I 
appreciate Mike Eaves’ tireless dedication and 
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