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CONGRATULATING CANISIUS COL-
LEGE WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Canisius College Golden
Griffens Women’s Basketball Team on winning
the 2005 Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
(MAAC) Tournament on March 7, 2005. Their
win over Marist College gives the “Griffs” its
first-ever MAAC Championship and their first
bid to the Division | NCAA Tournament.

The “Griffs” have had a truly remarkable
season. After narrowly missing out on the
MAAC Championship last season, Canisius
capped their first 20-win season with a nail-
biter in the MAAC Championship game. Their
victory, like their entire season, was exempli-
fied by a total-team effort. In the biggest game
of her career, Becky Zak scored 12 points,
three assists and two steals, and was named
the tournament's Most Valuable Player.
Megan Lyte tallied 10 points and 11 rebounds,
her seventh double-double of the season, and
Jessie Lamparski registered 11 points, six
boards, five assists and three steals. Jessica
Steeves posted eight points, five rebounds
and a blocked shot en route to joining Zak on
the all-tournament accolades.

The accomplishment of the Canisius Col-
lege Golden Griffins Women'’s Basketball team
demonstrates the profound impact that Title IX
has had on increasing opportunities in sports
for women and girls. Title IX, part of the Edu-
cation Amendments of 1972, required that
public schools and colleges provide equal
educational and athletic opportunities for girls
and women. It has unquestionably been a tre-
mendous factor in the lives of the talented
members of this team.

It is important for girls and women to have
every opportunity to succeed, especially when
it comes to athletics. That is why | have intro-
duced H.R. 595, the High School Athletics Ac-
countability Act. This bill will require schools to
report to the Department of Education basic
data on the number of female and male stu-
dents in their athletic programs and the ex-
penditures made for their sports teams. Cur-
rently, high schools are not required to dis-
close any data on equity in sports, making it
difficult for schools and parents to ensure fair-
ness in athletics programs. Better information
can help high schools and parents of school-
children foster fairness in athletic opportunities
for girls and boys.

Mr. Speaker, | cannot be prouder of the
Canisius Women'’s Basketball team. | espe-
cially want to applaud coach Terry Zeh. As a
first year coach, he demands accountability
from his players both on and off the court, and
is a strong role model for the entire college
community. | wish to also commend college
president Rev. Vincent M. Cooke, S.J., the
coaching staff and players, and the student
body for this Championship season. These
women continue to be role models for young
girls, and their wonderful accomplishment will
inspire more girls to increase participation in
athletics. | will be eagerly watching the team’s
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first round game in the NCAA tournament as
they proudly represent Canisius College on
the national stage.

——

TRIBUTE TO PASTOR ADRIAN
ROGERS

HON. HAROLD E. FORD, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
well deserved tribute to one of the great reli-
gious leaders of our time, Pastor Adrian Rog-
ers of Tennessee.

In the words of Billy Graham, “We need for
ministers of the Gospel to defend the Bible as
the infallible Word of God . . . | believe in my
heart that Adrian Rogers is such a man. |
know him personally. | have walked with him
and prayed with him . . . | know God’s hand
is upon Adrian Rogers as he proclaims the
Bread of Life from his church and through
radio and television . . . | praise God for his
ministry.”

These comments echo the sentiment of mil-
lions who’ve been touched and inspired by the
life-changing ministry of Pastor Rogers. The
high regard in which he is held translated to
his three elections as President of the South-
ern Baptist Convention—the world’s largest
Protestant denomination with 16 million mem-
bers. With a passion and gift for applying the
gospel message to everyday life, he has also
shared the “good news” as a noted author
with scores of books and instructional material
to his credit; as a featured speaker at a num-
ber of historic conferences and international
crusades; and as the founder and broadcaster
with Love Worth Finding ministries which is
played on over 14,000 broadcast and cable
television outlets, on nearly 2000 radio sta-
tions and in more than 150 countries world-
wide.

With all that he has given to people across
the nation and the world, Adrian Rogers has
etched a special place in Tennessee and Mid-
South history as the pastor of the renowned
Bellevue Baptist Church. Founded in 1903 in
a small chapel on the “outskirts of Memphis,
Tennessee,” Bellevue Baptist Church was in
1972 already a significant pillar in the religious
community with a membership of approxi-
mately 9,000 persons. In this year, however,
the entrance of Pastor Rogers and his wife,
Joyce, served as a milestone in Bellevue’s
history. From this new beginning, the con-
gregation grew from 9,000 to 29,000 members
and expanded to a campus and multifaceted
ministries that now stand as a model for
houses of worship worldwide.

Through the growth and success, Pastor
Rogers gives all credit to God saying that
“Bellevue is what she is because of the love
of Jesus. . . . Jesus is the glue that holds
Bellevue together.” These words are particu-
larly significant as Adrian Rogers makes his
transition from active Pastor to Pastor Emer-
itus of this great ministry.

For his humility and his worthy example of
all that faith should represent, | would ask that
my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives would join with me in honoring a
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servant of God and a friend to humanity—Pas-
tor Adrian Rogers.

IN RECOGNITION OF AMERICA’S
BLOOD CENTERS

HON. ROY BLUNT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in rec-
ognition of America’s Blood Centers. At this
moment, someone in America is in vital need
of a life-saving blood transfusion. Donated
blood is needed every two seconds across the
nation. Today, American’s will use thirty thou-
sand units of donated blood. One out of seven
hospital patients will require blood trans-
fusions. One out of three people in this cham-
ber will need donated blood at least once in
their lifetime. Technological and scientific ad-
vancements in the medical field continue to
rapidly develop, but there remains no substi-
tution for the blood transfusion. Blood cannot
be manufactured nor reproduced. This life
sustaining substance can only be transfused
from one person to another. Life-saving blood
remains a gift from one person to the rest of
society. Through blood donations we help
each other to survive and overcome medical
hardships. Blood donations connect and unify
us as a people who care.

Today | stand to recognize America’s Blood
Centers, our nation’s largest not-for-profit,
community-based network of blood centers
that keep on giving the gift of life. America’s
Blood Centers, founded in 1962, has grown to
include seventy-two independent, community
owned blood centers, which collect nearly half
of the nation’s blood supply. This June marks
10 years that Southwest Missouri’s own Com-
munity Blood Center of the Ozarks has been
providing blood to all Seventh District hospitals
under the national guidance of America’s
Blood Centers. America’s Blood Centers oper-
ate more than 600 collection sites that give
the gift of blood to more than 150 million peo-
ple and more than 3,300 U.S. hospitals. Not
only do America’s Blood Centers give blood,
but they also ensure that their gift is safe and
adequate by developing new tests and tech-
nologies as well as actively engaging in bio-
medical research in the area of transfusion
medicine. Members of America’s Blood Cen-
ters ardently work together to share resources
and best practices, rising to meet increased
national blood supply needs in times of peace,
in times of war and in times of disaster. Amer-
ica’s Blood Centers were the first to respond
to the Oklahoma City bombing, Columbine
shootings, and 9/11, and have since worked
with the Departments of Homeland Security
and Health and Human Services to ensure
adequate blood supply and rapid response in
times of national disaster or acts of terrorism.

Additionally, America’s Blood Centers con-
tinue to support U.S. military operations
around the globe. Together the centers pro-
mote donor recruitment and societal aware-
ness of blood donations as a top priority,
working to guarantee that America will have
the blood it needs to continue to live and
thrive. | recognize and commend America’s
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