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constituents who would want to do
more to show their support for our men
and women in uniform.

Like us in Congress, the Department
of Defense has heard that call as well;
and to answer it, they have put to-
gether a wonderful effort. It is called
America Supports You.

A few weeks ago, I met with the Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary of Defense, Al-
lison Barber, to discuss the importance
of letting our military men and women
know just how much we in America ap-
preciate the sacrifices they are making
in this war on terrorism. That is what
America Supports You is all about.

I would like to encourage my col-
leagues, Democrats and Republicans
alike, to tell their constituents about
this effort and to post a link on their
congressional Web site to
www.americasupportsyou.com. Every-
one should take a few moments to send
a message of encouragement and
thanks to our men and women in the
military and to their families and let
them know how much we appreciate
the efforts that they are making for
peace and to fight in the war on ter-
rorism.

——
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WTO AND U.S. SOVEREIGNTY

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, the
World Trade Organization has now
ruled the State of Utah cannot ban
Internet gambling within its own bor-
ders. The WTO said if the ban was en-
forced, Utah would be impeding the
rights of the small nations of Antigua
and Barbados.

Who would have ever thought that
Antigua and Barbados would have more
control over what goes on in Utah than
the people of Utah themselves do?

This is ridiculous. What have we
come to? Utah State Representative
Sheryl Allen commented on this ruling
saying, ‘“‘It’s not just gambling. The
States are losing their authority in a
lot of areas.”

Where are those people now who told
us that membership in the WTO would
not cause any loss of U.S. sovereignty?

Mr. Speaker, we had plenty of free
trade before the WTO even existed, and
we could do so again. At the very least,
we should renegotiate the terms of our
membership to allow our States to pro-
hibit Internet gambling if they wish to
do so.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MASTER SERGEANT
MICHAEL T. HIESTER

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, it is writ-
ten, “If you owe debts, pay debts; if
honor, then honor; if respect, then re-
spect.”

I rise humbly today to pay a debt of
honor and respect to Army National
Guard Master Sergeant Mike Hiester of
Bluffton, Indiana. As I saw firsthand
last December at Camp Phoenix in
Kabul, Afghanistan, Hoosiers have
made an extraordinary difference for
freedom in Operation Enduring Free-
dom, and Master Sergeant Mike
Hiester was a leader of men in that
place.

On March 26, 2005, Mike lost his life
while fighting to defend America in Af-
ghanistan. His military vehicle with
the 76th Infantry Brigade Army Na-
tional Guard, Indianapolis, struck a
land mine 30 miles west of Kabul, Af-
ghanistan, claiming his life and the
lives of three other Indiana Army Na-
tional Guard.

At his home in Bluffton, Indiana, he
was known as a loving husband and fa-
ther, a member of the Bluffton Fire De-
partment, and he will not soon be for-
gotten by this grieving community of
Bluffton, which will say goodbye to
him this week.

I also offer my deepest condolences
to his wife Dawn; his two children
Emily and Adam; and his parents, Tom
and Kay Hiester; as well as his sisters
Megan and Michele, and all those
across northeastern Indiana and all of
our State who cherish the memory of
this hero.

Master Sergeant Michael Hiester is a
hero whose service and sacrifice bol-
stered the hopes of millions of Ameri-
cans and Afghanis, and the memory of
his sacrifice and service will forever be
emblazoned on the hearts of two grate-
ful nations.

————

POPE JOHN PAUL’S DREAM FOR
FREEDOM LIVES ON

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, as the
world mourns the passing of His Holi-
ness Pope John Paul II, it is important
to note that the struggle for which the
Pope lived goes on today. I remember
very vividly, back in June of 1989,
being in Krakow, Poland, when we saw
those active in the Solidarity move-
ment clawing their way to freedom. We
all know the outcome of that.

As we watched the Pope decline over
the past several weeks and months, I
had the honor over the Easter break to
join with a bipartisan delegation of our
colleagues to travel throughout the
Middle East. It is interesting to note,
as I said, that the Pope’s dream is alive
and well. The dream that Ronald
Reagan and George H.W. Bush, and
today George W. Bush has is one that is
encouraging people throughout the
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world to seek an opportunity to enjoy
freedom.

While we were in the Middle East, we
had the chance to go to Beirut, Leb-
anon, where we met with university
students who stood in Martyr Square,
and who said they are imprisoned
today by the Syrians and that they are
trying to claw their way to freedom. So
the exact same message, Mr. Speaker,
that came forth in 1989 in Eastern and
Central Europe is alive and well today.
Thank God this Pope lived.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-

ORABLE J. DENNIS HASTERT,
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. CUL-
BERSON) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from J. DENNIS
HASTERT, Speaker of the House:

OFFICE OF THE SPEAKER,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 23, 2005.
Hon. JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CLERK: Consistent with Rule
VIII of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, I write to record that I have been
served with a civil subpoena for documents
issued by the Circuit Court for Cook County,
Illinois.

After consulting with the Office of General
Counsel, I will make the determinations re-
quired by Rule VIII of the Rules of the
House.

Sincerely,
J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
ZURAB ZHVANIA, PRIME MIN-
ISTER OF REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 108) commemo-
rating the life of the late Zurab
Zhvania, Prime Minister of the Repub-
lic of Georgia.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RESs. 108

Whereas on the night of February 3, 2005,
the Prime Minister of the Republic of Geor-
gia, Zurab Zhvania, died, apparently due to
carbon monoxide poisoning caused by a mal-
functioning heater;

Whereas the death of Prime Minister
Zhvania at the age of 41 is a tragic loss for
the Republic of Georgia;
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