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all Tennesseans, especially the poor, unin-
sured and underserved. The community suf-
fered a great loss when she passed away on
Wednesday, March 16, 2005.

Michelle Marrs was born on July 13, 1952 in
Louisburg, North Carolina. She attended grade
school in Louisburg and Raleigh, and went on
to receive a Bachelors Degree from North
Carolina Central University and a Masters in
Education from Harvard University. Before
moving to Nashville, she served as the Chief
Executive Officer for the Metrolina Com-
prehensive Health Center in Charlotte, North
Carolina, where she was instrumental in gen-
erating significant funding for a Women’s Cen-
ter and Teen Clinic. She also dedicated much
of her time to mentoring young women who
were beginning their careers in healthcare.

Michelle’s numerous public service awards
included the 2004 Urban Legend Award for
exemplary contributions for empowering com-
munities and changing lives; The Ladies of
Distinction Incorporation Award for dedicated
service to African American Women in
Healthcare in 2004; the Jefferson Street
United Merchants Partnership Living Legend
Award in 2003; and the Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-
ternity Public Service Award in 2000. Michelle
was an officer on the board of the Greater
Nashville Black Chamber of Commerce and
she served on the Mayor’s Taskforce for Child
Development, as well as the Susan G. Komen
Foundation.

Her most recent notable achievement was
management of the Matthew Walker Com-
prehensive Health Center's million-dollar build-
ing project. Though diagnosed with a terminal
illness, Michelle’s clarity and resolve to ensure
continued community healthcare led to the
project’s completion. Her leadership resulted
in a monumental financial turnaround for the
center, and a new state-of-the-art medical,
dental and diagnostic facility. She prayed that
her life would be extended so she could see
the conclusion of this project. After the
project's completion in October 2004, she
commented that “[The new center] is one of
the most significant professional goals that I've
ever accomplished . . . we look forward to
using this project as a tool to further serve the
community.” Because of her tremendous re-
solve, the center is expected to provide health
and dental care to more than 20,000 medically
underserved Tennesseans each year.

| was fortunate to have been able to work
with Michelle over the past few years, and |
will truly miss her, as will all of Nashville. She
was one of those rare individuals who had a
clear and strong vision for what she could ac-
complish with her life, and she did it. She saw
the need in Nashville for a center that could
help our community’s most vulnerable and she
turned the Matthew Walker Comprehensive
Health Center into a thriving and vital center
that is now recognized nationwide for its ex-
cellence. She was a committed, compas-
sionate community leader. And she was a
great lady. Her gifts were extraordinary and
we are fortunate that her contributions to this
community will continue for decades to come.

Michelle Marrs’ legacy will live on through
her children—Christy and Ivanna—the Mat-
thew Walker Comprehensive Health Center,
and the love and compassion she shared with
her family, friends and community. On behalf
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of the Fifth District of Tennessee, | send my
deepest condolences to Michelle’s family.
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Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | pay tribute today to the life of Mr.
Edward Switzer. Mr. Switzer recently passed
away, leaving a legacy of community work and
commitment to those he loved. He was a
magnanimous figure who was dedicated to his
family and friends. It gives me no greater
pleasure than honoring his memory today.

The life of Mr. Switzer took him from Re-
gent, North Dakota, where he was born and
raised, to serving in the Air Force during
World War Il. He attended a one-room grade
school and went on to earn his Master’s de-
gree from North Dakota State University. After
completing his graduate education, Mr.
Switzer settled in San Bernardino, where he
became my early supporter for the San
Bernardino Valley College Board of Trustees.

To all those who knew Mr. Switzer, he ex-
hibited generosity of spirit, love for his commu-
nity, and dedication to his work. He constantly
challenged the status quo, was never afraid to
speak his mind, and undoubtedly left an im-
measurable impression.

Mr. Switzer turned to teaching chemistry at
San Bernardino Valley College for almost forty
years and was a dedicated professor, who
demonstrated genuine concern for his stu-
dents. He realized that many students were
having difficulty understanding basic chemistry
concepts that were being taught using ad-
vanced techniques. Mr. Switzer decided to
create a more clear methodology for teaching
chemistry by specializing in making the fun-
damentals of chemistry easier to understand.
His passion for the subject that he taught and
dedication for teaching led him to become
Chair of the Department of Chemistry. In addi-
tion to being a remarkable professor, Mr.
Switzer celebrated his retirement by serving
his community board by setting up after-school
programs for teenagers.

| join today with family and friends in paying
my respects to Mr. Switzer. He was a gen-
erous and humble human being who touched
the lives of many and will be deeply missed by
all. He has touched my life as a friend and
mentor. His inspiration and encouragement
have led me to hold office and be who | am
today.

—————
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many contributions that Reverend
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Howard Anderson has made to his commu-
nity.

Howard Anderson is a native of New York
City. He first came to Texas to attend the
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Fort Worth, from which he received his Mas-
ters in Divinity.

Reverend Anderson was ordained in 1980
under the authority and order of St. Paul Bap-
tist Church in San Antonio. He served under
the leadership of Live Oak Baptist Church in
New Braunfels, and began his interim tenure
at Coliseum Park Baptist Church in San Anto-
nio in October 1995.

Mr. Anderson has also had a distinguished
career in military service. He served for 15
years, winning the Military Excellence Award
from the U.S. Navy Senior Enlisted Academy
and rising to the highest possible enlisted
rank: Chief Master Sergeant.

Finally, Reverend Anderson has been a tire-
less volunteer and community activist. He is
an active Mason, a life member of Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, and a Golden Heritage
Life Member of the NAACP. He serves as
President of the Ministers Conference of the
American Baptist Convention of Texas, and is
an adjunct faculty member at the United Theo-
logical Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.

Mr. Speaker, Reverend Howard Anderson
has proven himself to be an outstanding lead-
er, a committed community activist, and an ex-
ceptional spiritual resource for the San Anto-
nio community. He has truly distinguished him-
self, and | am proud to have the opportunity
to thank him.

———
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Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to com-
mend the employees of the Intel Corporation
and the Intel Foundation for their efforts to
provide tsunami relief to the Indian Ocean re-
gion.

As we all know, on December 26, 2004, a
9.0 earthquake erupted off the coast of Indo-
nesia. Following the earthquake, a major tsu-
nami swept across the region, destroying
lives, homes and businesses in Indonesia, Sri
Lanka, India, the Maldives, and Thailand.

Along with governments, citizens, busi-
nesses, and other private organizations
around the world, Intel's employees and the
Intel Foundation mobilized and delivered crit-
ical supplies and funds that helped save lives
and begin the reconstruction process.

| stand here today to applaud Intel and its
employees, many of whom live and work in
my district in Oregon. Without their good work,
many more lives may have been lost because
of the Indian Ocean Tsunami.
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