April 6, 2005

IN HONOR OF THE MIRACLE
LEAGUE

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take
this opportunity to recognize the Mir-
acle League, an organization dedicated
to providing opportunities for all chil-
dren to play baseball, regardless of
their abilities.

In 1997, Coach Eddie Bagwell of the
Rockdale Youth Baseball Association
in Atlanta, GA, noticed a young boy in
a wheelchair on the sidelines at all of
the youth baseball team’s practices
and games. The enthusiasm and excite-
ment that this boy had for baseball was
inspiring and it was then that Coach
Eddie realized that youth with disabil-
ities ought to have the same opportuni-
ties as others to play ball.

In 1988, Coach Bagwell formed the
Miracle League, a youth baseball
league designed to allow children of all
abilities to participate in our Nation’s
favorite pastime—baseball. The league
started with 35 children. The following
year, the number more than doubled,
with 80 children clamoring to join a
team. Since the Miracle League was
breaking new ground, it came up with
five rules to play by: every player bats
once each inning; all base runners are
safe; every player scores a run before
the inning is over (last one up gets a
home run); community volunteers
serve as ‘‘buddies’ to assist the play-
ers; and each team and each player
wins every game.

As word spread quickly, Miracle
League baseball teams were started
across the country. In my home State
of California, there are now four Mir-
acle League teams: in Belmont, West-
minster, Ventura County, and Visalia.
Nationwide, there are more than 50
Miracle League teams.

I commend the Miracle League for its
philosophy that ‘“‘Every Child Deserves
a Chance to Play Baseball.” As the
Miracle League begins its Spring 2005
season, I send my best wishes for a fun
and exciting season. Play Ballle

———

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM
McWHORTER COCHRANE

e Mrs. DOLE. Mr. President, North
Carolina lost a loyal son and a devoted
public servant when William
McWhorter Cochrane died in Charlotte
at the end of December. Bill dearly
loved his home State and was often re-
ferred to as ‘‘North Carolina’s third
Senator.”” He was a man of great
knowledge from whom I learned so
much over the span of many years, and
I feel certain that folks who knew him
agree that his kindness was abundant
and his accomplishments were endless.

Bill attended the University of North
Carolina Chapel Hill, earning a bach-
elor’s degree in journalism in 1938 and
a law degree in 1941. Upon graduation,
he served as the assistant director of
the UNC Institute of Government. In
1941, he joined the U.S. Naval Reserve
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and in 1942, he was called to active
duty and served aboard the mine-
sweeper USS Improve off the Mediterra-
nean coast. He then returned to the
UNC Institute of Government. In 1950,
he earned an advanced law degree from
Yale University and became an asso-
ciate research professor of public law
and government at UNC.

In 1954, when Kerr Scott was elected
to the Senate, Bill moved to Wash-
ington and served as Senator Scott’s
executive secretary and legal counsel
until the Senator’s death in 1957. Bill
always insisted that he intended to re-
turn to North Carolina, having origi-
nally told Senator Scott that he would
stay for only one year. But, B. Everett
Jordan, appointed as Scott’s successor,
urged Bill to stay on in Washington. He
did so and served as Senator Jordan’s
administrative assistant for the next 14
years.

Through the years, countless North
Carolinians made their way to the Rus-
sell Building. Those seeking informa-
tion, advice or a job, found Bill in his
office piled high with documents, cop-
ies of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, me-
mentos of presidential inaugurations,
and thousands of index cards. At the
service for Bill in Chapel Hill, many of
those who spoke told of the wise coun-
sel Bill provided and of his help in find-
ing a position here in Washington. I
count myself among those when, as a
young woman, I first came to Wash-
ington and received Bill’s advice and
counsel.

During the summer of 1960, I worked
in Senator Jordan’s office as a summer
employee. Knowing that first-hand his-
torical experiences are much treasured
by young people, Bill helped me get a
front-row ticket to my first national
campaign. Because of Bill, I was able to
join onboard Democratic Vice-Presi-
dential nominee Lyndon B. Johnson’s
whistle stop tour of the South.

Although my staunchly Republican
father was concerned about my riding
through the South, especially through
my hometown on LBJ’s train, I knew
Bill was giving me, this political
science major, an unmatchable learn-
ing experience and I was right. I took
in every single moment, watching and
learning as the Johnson campaign
rolled along all over the South and
through my hometown of Salisbury,
NC.

On the train I met both LBJ and his
gracious wife, Lady Bird. Those excit-
ing days on the LBJ express were a
blur of cheering crowds, speeches and
yellow roses that surely ignited my al-
ready burning interest in politics. I
will forever be grateful to Bill for that
experience.

Senator Jordan chaired the Senate
Rules Committee for many years, but
when he lost his Senate seat in 1972,
Bill was appointed staff director and
majority counsel of the committee. He
held that position from 1972-80; from
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1981-86 he was minority staff director
to the committee, and from 1987 to 1994
he served as senior advisor. For 20
years he was staff director of the Joint
Committee on Presidential Inaugurals,
directing the inaugurations of Presi-
dents Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter,
and Ronald Reagan.

For 30 years he served on the staff of
the Joint Committee on the Library,
and in 1995, James Billington the Li-
brarian of Congress, named Bill hon-
orary historical consultant to the Li-
brary of Congress. Dr. Billington said
of Bill’s service to the library, ‘Bill
Cochrane was one of the most knowl-
edgeable, wise and devoted public serv-
ants I have had the pleasure of know-
ing. In a career that spanned three dec-
ades, as the senior staffer, institutional
memory, and conscience of the Joint
Committee on the Library and the Sen-
ate Committee on Rules and Adminis-
tration, Bill was involved in every
major library initiative, including the
construction of the Madison Building,
the renovation of the Jefferson and
Adams Buildings, and an architect of
smooth transitions from one Librarian
of Congress to the next. His affection
for the library and his long record of
support for its mission and programs
were unparalleled and will be long re-
membered.”’

Bill’s long and valued service to this
body and to his home State speak to a
remarkable dedication and devotion for
which Bill was admired and respected
by all those who knew him. It is fitting
that at this time, we in the Senate rec-
ognize and remember his service. We
will surely miss this wise and caring
man, wearing his bow tie and smoking
his pipe.

Our thoughts and prayers are with

his wife, Shirley, and sons, William
Daniel Cochrane and Thomas
McWhorter Cochrane.®

————

NEW MEXICAN CONTRIBUTION TO
IED COUNTERMEASURES EQUIP-
MENT IN IRAQ

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rec-
ognize and praise the outstanding con-
tribution of Delta Group Electronics
and Canberra Aqulia of Albuquerque,
NM, and New Mexico State University
to ongoing efforts to protect our serv-
ice men and women from improvised
explosive devices, IEDs, in Iraq.

One of the greatest threats to our
military personal deployed in the glob-
al war on terrorism is the IED. These
devices used by terrorists and insur-
gents in Iraq are the single greatest
cause of American casualties. These re-
mote controlled bombs are used to at-
tack American forces individually and
as part of larger assaults on patrols
and convoys.

While the up-armoring of military
vehicles has provided a partial solution
to the problem of combating IEDs, a
better solution is to prevent IEDs from
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