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their support. I hope the House can move 
quickly to approve this legislation so we can 
soon see it signed into law. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF GROUP A 
BOYS’ BASKETBALL STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ROBERT C. SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 6, 2005 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with great pride to call attention to a 
group of young students from Surry County, 
Virginia, who have distinguished themselves, 
their school, their community, and the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. 

The Surry High School Cougars boys’ bas-
ketball team had a remarkable season and I 
believe the Cougars deserve formal recogni-
tion for their accomplishments. On March 12, 
2005, the Cougars won their first Group A 
Boys’ Basketball State Championship at the 
Virginia Commonwealth University Siegel Cen-
ter in Richmond. Surry completed its 2005 
season with a truly impressive record of 26– 
4. 

The Cougars have dedicated this year’s 
championship run to their Head Coach, Joe 
Ellis. Mr. Ellis was diagnosed with colon and 
stomach cancer twenty months ago. Despite 
his diagnosis and subsequent chemotherapy 
treatments, Mr. Ellis has continued to coach 
the Cougars, missing only one game during 
their championship season. His dedication and 
commitment to the team have given his play-
ers a model of how to face adversity both on 
the basketball court and in life. 

Along with the State Championship, the 
Cougars won this year’s Tri-Rivers District 
Tournament and the Region A Tournament. 
Coach Ellis was awarded Coach of the Year 
by the Virginia High School Coaches Associa-
tion. Junior center Edward Barham was also 
honored as Player of the Year. 

I want to extend my enthusiastic congratula-
tions for a job well done to Coach Ellis and 
the Surry High School Cougars—the 2005 
Group A Virginia High School League Boys’ 
Basketball State Champions. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM DAVIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 6, 2005 

Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call No. 90, had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’. 

f 

HONORING DR. CONSTANTINE P. 
KIAMOS AND STEINMETZ ACA-
DEMIC CENTRE 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 6, 2005 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the achievements of one of Chi-

cago’s great educators, Dr. Constantine P. 
Kiamos, former Principal of the Steinmetz 
Academic Centre. 

Steinmetz Academic Centre stands in the 
heart of Chicago’s Belmont-Cragin neighbor-
hood, and has served the people of this com-
munity for over ninety years. Dr. Kiamos re-
tired from Steinmetz last year after two dec-
ades of distinguished leadership, and was re-
cently honored at a school event. 

During his tenure, Steinmetz underwent 
many changes, including a major increase in 
enrollment. Through all of the changes, Stein-
metz maintained its commitment to providing 
students with a high caliber education. 

Dr. Kiamos has always believed in the im-
portance of public education. Before he was 
the principal of Steinmetz Academic Centre, 
he served as Principal of Lovett School; As-
sistant Principal at Carpenter School and was 
a teacher at Medill Elementary. 

Steinmetz’s mission is to provide equal ac-
cess to education for all students in an envi-
ronment that is intellectually, physically and 
emotionally stimulating, and to develop pro-
ductive citizens competent in academic and 
life skills, accepting of themselves and others, 
and capable of lifelong learning. Dr. Kiamos’ 
leadership and teaching style was an impor-
tant factor in carrying out this mission. 

Over the years, Steinmetz has provided 
many opportunities for students to excel, 
through programs such as the Illinois State 
Scholars, Advanced Placement classes, the 
Academic Decathlon team, the Chicago De-
bate League and competitive sports teams. 
Many of Steinmetz’s students who took advan-
tage of these opportunities have excelled and 
achieved tremendous progress in a wide vari-
ety of fields. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth Congres-
sional District of Illinois and indeed all of Chi-
cago, I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing a lifetime of service and dedication to 
our community by a great Chicagoan, Dr. 
Constantine P. Kiamos, and Steinmetz Aca-
demic Centre that he so proudly served. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 6, 2005 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, 
March 21, 2005, I did not cast my Floor vote 
on roll call number 90 on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass S. 686, a private bill 
for the relief of the parents of Theresa Marie 
Schiavo. Had I been present, I would have 
voted nay. 

My personal beliefs on religious morality be-
long to me, in my home and in my church, 
with my family and with my God. The 
Schiavos deserved this same level of privacy 
and respect. The good people of the 31st 
Congressional District did not elect me to im-
pose my religious mores upon them or the 
American people through legislative acts in 
Congress. 

Members of Congress should never have 
legislated on this very personal family mat-
ter—the Schiavos told us this and so even did 
the courts. 

The mere fact that we took up this legisla-
tion sets a dangerous precedent where if the 
Congress dislikes a court’s decision we pur-
sue a law to overturn our own constitutional 
system of checks and balances. In passing S. 
686, this Congress complicated what has al-
ready been a long and difficult journey for the 
Schiavos these past 15 years. May Theresa 
Schiavo now rest in peace. 

f 

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF ALDERMAN AUGUSTINE MUNOZ 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 6, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Alderman Augustine Munoz for his 
public service to the city of Charlotte, Texas. 

Augustine Munoz is no stranger to serving 
his country. A veteran of the Korean Conflict, 
he served as an artillery trainer. It was this 
same patriotism and dedication that later led 
him into the service of his local community. 

Augustine Munoz has lived in Charlotte for 
over 72 years. His experience spans across 
many trades, including work in construction 
and the oil fields. He currently works on nu-
merous committees and has spent time work-
ing with the Democratic Party. 

As a longstanding community participant, he 
has dedicated much of his life to improving the 
City of Charlotte. While times may have 
changed, Augustine Munoz remains a stead-
fast community leader and organIzer. 

Augustine Munoz has been married for over 
fifty years. He is a devoted family man who 
loves to spend time with his children, grand-
children, and great grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I am deeply proud to have this 
opportunity to recognize Alderman Augustine 
Munoz of Charlotte for his dedicated public 
service. 

f 

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF JUDGE HECTOR J. LIENDO 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 6, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the important contributions of Judge 
Hector J. Liendo in Laredo, TX in my Con-
gressional District. 

Born July 10, 1950, Judge Liendo attended 
Leyendecker Elementary School, L.J. Christen 
Jr. High and Martin High School. He later at-
tended Laredo Junior College and received his 
Associates Degree in Computer Science. 

Judge Hector J. Liendo enlisted in the mili-
tary and chose the U.S. Navy right after high 
school. Through the navy he traveled to south 
East Asia, China, Philippines, Taiwan, Viet-
nam, Thailand, Borneo, Pakistan, Australia, 
Singapore, Okinawa, Japan, a brief tour to the 
ship’s maiden name, ‘‘The Anchorage Alaska’’ 
and crossed the equator twice with a big cele-
bration. 

While in the navy, he made five tours to 
Vietnam during his four-year enlistment. He 
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was awarded the Vietnam service medal, the 
Vietnam campaign medal, the combat action 
ribbon and the Philipino Presidential Citation. 
He received an honorable discharge in Feb-
ruary 1973. 

Shortly after arriving in Laredo, Judge 
Liendo left for Michigan where he worked as 
a crane operator for the Pontiac Motor Com-
pany. Later in 1973, he worked at the Laredo 
City Drug Store in downtown Laredo. He got 
married in June 17, 1974 and started attend-
ing Laredo Junior College, full time. 

In 1978, Judge Liendo went to Houston, to 
work in the Seismic Processing Department. 
He was employed as a computer operator and 
his duties entailed payroll, accounts payable & 
receivables, and accounting general ledger. 

He then worked for Entex as a marketing 
representative and served as a City Council-
man for District VII from 1988–1992. 

In 1993 he was elected Justice of the 
Peace, Precinct One, Place One and ran un-
opposed for a second term in 1997. As Justice 
of the Peace Judge Liendo deals with civil 
cases, criminal cases, traffic citations, fines 
and court hearings. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have this oppor-
tunity to recognize the contributions of Judge 
Hector J. Liendo. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DEANNE FITZ-
MAURICE ON WINNING THE PUL-
ITZER PRIZE 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 6, 2005 

Mr. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Deanne Fitzmaurice of the San 
Francisco Chronicle for winning the Pulitzer 
Prize for feature photography. This award, the 
most prestigious in American journalism, is 
presented to only one photographer every 
year for a distinguished example of feature 
photography. 

Deanne Fitzmaurice earned this award for 
her moving photo essay on an Oakland hos-
pital’s effort to mend an Iraqi boy nearly killed 
by an explosion. Her powerful photographic 
narrative captures the story of this young child 
as doctors strive to give him a chance at a 
new life. With the accompanying articles writ-
ten by Meredith May, these poignant photo-
graphs tell an overlooked but significant side 
of the Iraq war. 

Deanne has worked at the San Francisco 
Chronicle for the past 16 years. Her work has 
been featured in numerous publications includ-
ing TIME, Newsweek, and U.S. News and 
World Report. She was named the Bay Area 
Press Photographers Association’s Photog-
rapher of the Year in 2002. 

Deanne’s collection is indicative of the high 
quality of work at the San Francisco Chronicle. 
The Chronicle is committed to excellence in 
journalism, as evidenced by Deanne’s photog-
raphy and its fine reporting. Congratulations to 
Deanne Fitzmaurice and the San Francisco 
Chronicle on this magnificent honor. 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHARLES G. 
WELLS, JR. 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 6, 2005 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
Warrant Officer 1 Charles G. Wells, Jr., 32, 
originally of Montgomery, Alabama, died on 
March 30, 2005, in Iraq. Warrant Officer Wells 
was assigned to the Marine Forces Reserve’s 
6th Motor Transport Battalion, 4th Force Serv-
ice Support Group of Orlando, Florida, and ac-
cording to initial reports died in action from an 
improvised explosive device. His survivors in-
clude his wife Freda Nicole and his daughter 
Cierra; his mother Orlean Johnson Wells of 
Montgomery, Alabama; and his father Charles 
Gary Wells, Sr., also of Montgomery. 

Charles Wells, Jr. was a proud Marine and 
eager to serve his country, Mr. Speaker. He 
willingly signed up for a third tour of duty in 
Iraq after having just completed his second. 
Back home, Mr. Wells had planned a career 
serving the community as a firefighter, yet du-
tifully left behind his family and loved ones to 
serve our country overseas. 

Words cannot express the sense of sadness 
we have for his family, and for the gratitude 
our country feels for his service. Warrant Offi-
cer Wells died serving not just the United 
States, but the entire cause of liberty, on a 
noble mission to help spread the cause of 
freedom in Iraq and liberate an oppressed 
people from tyrannical rule. He was a true 
American. 

We will forever hold him closely in our 
hearts, and remember his sacrifice and that of 
his family as a remembrance of his bravery 
and willingness to serve. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, for the House’s remembrance on this 
mournful day. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF THE 
HONORABLE TOM BEVILL 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 6, 2005 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, the Fourth Dis-
trict of Alabama, and indeed the entire state, 
recently lost a dear friend, and I rise today to 
honor him and pay tribute to his memory. 

Congressman Tom Bevill was a devoted 
family man and dedicated public servant 
throughout his entire life, and has the distinc-
tion of being the longest-serving congressman 
ever to come from Alabama. I am certain 
many in this chamber recall with great fond-
ness and vividness their memories of working 
closely with this tireless advocate for the 
needs of his constituents and his state. 

Born on March 27, 1921, and a native of 
Walker County, Alabama, Congressman Bevill 
spent his childhood in the mining community 
of Townley, witnessing the ravages of the 
Great Depression on his family, his friends, 
and his neighbors. He was a 1943 graduate of 
the University of Alabama School of Com-
merce and Business Administration. Within a 

short time following his graduation, he joined 
the United States Army and rose to the rank 
of captain, leading one of the units which went 
ashore in France on June 6, 1944. Ultimately, 
Congressman Bevill retired from the U.S. 
Army Reserves with the rank of lieutenant 
colonel. In 1948, he completed his legal stud-
ies at the University of Alabama School of 
Law and embarked on an 18-year career prac-
ticing law in Jasper, Alabama. 

All told, Congressman Bevill spent 38 years 
in public office. Elected to the Alabama State 
House of Representatives in 1958, he served 
for eight years before embarking on a cam-
paign which would ultimately lead to his win-
ning the seat for the Seventh (later Fourth) 
Congressional District at the end of 1966. He 
would go on to serve 15 terms in this chamber 
and become one of the most effective and 
well-respected advocates for the state of Ala-
bama ever to serve in the United States Con-
gress. 

Congressman Bevill became such an effec-
tive representative for his district and for the 
state—and became such an influential mem-
ber of the House of Representatives that he 
was often referred to as ‘‘Alabama’s third sen-
ator.’’ Indeed, the work he accomplished dur-
ing his three decades in this chamber, particu-
larly as a member of the full Committee on 
Appropriations and, for nine terms, as chair-
man of the Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Energy and Water Development, had impor-
tant and long-lasting effects on the economic 
growth of the state of Alabama. 

To this day, signs of his influence and suc-
cessful efforts on behalf of his district and his 
state can be found throughout Alabama, and 
his name has been attached to some of the 
most important public centers anywhere in the 
state. These include the Tom Bevill Chair of 
Law at the University of Alabama, the Tom 
Bevill Energy, Mineral, and Material Science 
Research Building, also at the University of 
Alabama, and the Tom Bevill Center for Ad-
vanced Manufacturing Technology at Gads-
den. 

In addition to his long and successful career 
in the House of Representatives, Congress-
man Bevill received numerous awards and ci-
tations in recognition of his distinguished ca-
reer. Along with honorary doctorates he re-
ceived from Livingston University, the Univer-
sity of North Alabama, and Troy State Univer-
sity, he was inducted into both the Alabama 
Academy of Honor and the Alabama Senior 
Citizens Hall of Fame. 

Perhaps more than any other two projects, 
Congressman Bevill should be remembered 
for his work on two of the most significant 
transportation projects in Alabama history: the 
Memphis-to-Birmingham highway known as 
‘‘Corridor X,’’ and the Tennessee-Tombigbee 
Waterway. ‘‘Corridor X,’’ when completed, will 
provide a vital link between the two cities in 
Alabama and Tennessee and will provide tre-
mendous benefits and incentive for further 
economic development in north Alabama. The 
Waterway has already provided incalculable 
benefits for Alabama’s economy and has re-
sulted in thousands of jobs for men and 
women throughout our state. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembering a dedicated public servant 
and long-time advocate for the state of Ala-
bama, a man whose significant impact and 
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