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completed in that time. The events of Octo-
ber 30, 1991, stand out as proof of this point. 
On that occasion, the House was considering 
a bill in the Committee of the Whole under 
a special rule that placed an overall time 
limit on the amendment process, including 
the time consumed by [rollcalls] record 
votes. The Chair announced, and then strict-
ly enforced, a policy of closing electronic 
votes as soon as possible after the guaran-
teed period of 15 minutes. Members appre-
ciated and cooperated with the Chair’s en-
forcement of the policy on that occasion. 

The Chair desires that the example of Oc-
tober 30, 1991, be made the regular practice of 
the House. To that end, the Chair enlists the 
assistance of all Members in avoiding the un-
necessary loss of time in conducting the 
business of the House. The Chair encourages 
all Members to depart for the Chamber 
promptly upon the appropriate bell and light 
signal. As in recent Congresses, the cloak-
rooms should not forward to the Chair re-
quests to hold a vote by electronic device, 
but should simply apprise inquiring Members 
of the time remaining on the voting clock. 

Although no occupant of the Chair would 
prevent a Member who is in the well of the 
Chamber before the announcement of the re-
sult from casting his or her vote, each occu-
pant of the Chair will have the full support 
of the Speaker in striving to close each elec-
tronic vote at the earliest opportunity. 
Members should not rely on signals relayed 
from outside the Chamber to assume that 
votes will be held open until they arrive in 
the Chamber. 

7. USE OF HANDOUTS ON HOUSE FLOOR 

The SPEAKER. The Speaker’s policy an-
nounced on September 27, 1995, which was 
prompted by a misuse of handouts on the 
House floor and made at the bipartisan re-
quest of the Committee on Standards of Offi-
cial Conduct, will continue in 109th Con-
gress. All handouts distributed on or adja-
cent to the House floor by Members during 
House proceedings must bear the name of the 
Member authorizing their distribution. In 
addition, the content of those materials 
must comport with standards of propriety 
applicable to words spoken in debate or in-
serted in the Record. Failure to comply with 
this admonition may constitute a breach of 
decorum and may give rise to a question of 
privilege. 

The Chair would also remind Members 
that, pursuant to clause 5 of rule IV, staff is 
prohibited from engaging in efforts in the 
Hall of the House or rooms leading thereto 
to influence Members with regard to the leg-
islation being amended. Staff cannot dis-
tribute handouts. 

In order to enhance the quality of debate 
in the House, the Chair would ask Members 
to minimize the use of handouts. 

8. USE OF EQUIPMENT ON HOUSE FLOOR 

The SPEAKER. The Speaker’s policy an-
nounced on January 27, 2000, as modified by 
the change in clause 5 of rule XVII in the 
108th Congress, will continue in the 109th 
Congress. All Members and staff are re-
minded of the absolute prohibition contained 
in clause 5 of rule XVII against the use of a 
wireless telephone or personal computer 
upon the floor of the House at any time. 

The Chair requests all Members and staff 
wishing to receive or send wireless telephone 
messages to do so outside of the Chamber, 
and to deactivate, which means to turn off, 
any audible ring of wireless phones before 
entering the Chamber. To this end, the Chair 
insists upon the cooperation of all Members 
and staff and instructs the Sergeant-at- 

Arms, pursuant to clause 3(a) of rule II and 
clause 5 of rule XVII, to enforce this prohibi-
tion. 

9. JURISDICTIONAL ISSUES 

The SPEAKER. Based on discussions with 
the relevant committees, the further mutual 
understandings contained in the final two 
paragraphs of the ‘‘Memorandum of Under-
standing Between Energy and Commerce 
Committee and Financial Services Com-
mittee’’ dated January 30, 2001, shall no 
longer provide jurisdictional guidance. 

The policy announced in the 102d Congress 
with respect to jurisdictional concepts re-
bated to clause 5(a) of rule XXI—tax and tar-
iff measures—will continue to govern but 
need not be reiterated, as it is adequately 
documented as precedent in the House Rules 
and Manual. 

The 109th Congress established the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security. The Chair 
would announce that the Speaker’s referrals 
of measures to the Select Committee on 
Homeland Security of the 108th Congress will 
not constitute precedent for referrals to the 
new committee. 

f 

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO 
THE PERMANENT SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 11 of rule X, clause 11 of 
rule I, and the order of the House 
today, the Chair announces the Speak-
er’s appointment of the following Mem-
ber of the House to the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence: 

Mr. HOEKSTRA of Michigan, Chair-
man. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING COM-
MISSION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 40 United States Code, 175 and 
176, and the order of the House of 
today, the Chair announces the Speak-
er’s appointment of the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. DELAY) and the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. PELOSI) 
as members of the House Office Build-
ing Commission to serve with himself. 

f 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO 
NOTIFY THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, your com-
mittee appointed on the part of the 
House to join a like committee on the 
part of the Senate to notify the Presi-
dent of the United States that a 
quorum of each House has been assem-
bled and is ready to receive any com-
munication that he may be pleased to 
make has performed that duty. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, January 4, 2005. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Under Clause 2(g) of 

Rule II of the Rules of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, I herewith designate Mr. 
Gerasimos C. Vans, Deputy Clerk, to sign 
any and all papers and do all other acts for 
me under the name of the Clerk of the House 
which he would be authorized to do by virtue 
of this designation, except such as are pro-
vided by statute, in case of my temporary 
absence or disability. 

If Mr. Vans should not be able to act in my 
behalf for any reason, then Ms. Marjorie C. 
Kelaher, Assistant to the Clerk or Mr. Daniel 
J. Strodel, Assistant to the Clerk should 
similarly perform such duties under the 
same conditions as are authorized by this 
designation. 

These designations shall remain in effect 
for the 109th Congress or until modified by 
me. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

JEFF TRANDAHL. 

f 

PROVIDING AMOUNTS FOR IN-
TERIM EXPENSES OF THE COM-
MITTEE ON HOMELAND SECU-
RITY IN THE FIRST SESSION OF 
THE 109TH CONGRESS 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I offer a reso-
lution (H. Res. 10) and ask unanimous 
consent for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, reserving the right to object, 
I yield to the distinguished gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. NEY) to explain the pur-
pose of the resolution. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman from Connecticut 
(Mr. LARSON) for yielding to me. 

I rise today in support of the resolu-
tion to provide interim funding for the 
Committee on Homeland Security in 
the first session of the 109th Congress. 
The Committee on Homeland Security 
was not established as a permanent 
committee until this Congress. It was a 
select committee previously. There-
fore, they did not fall under the House 
rules providing interim funding for 
other committees. We have a series of 
interim funding for our existing com-
mittees. 

This resolution will provide the nec-
essary funds for the committee to con-
tinue its work from January 3 through 
March 31. The committee will then re-
ceive funding, we hope, for the dura-
tion of the 109th Congress; and that is 
when we will attempt by that time to 
bring out a permanent funding resolu-
tion for all committees so it would 
then receive its funding for the dura-
tion of the 109th Congress, all the pub-
lic committees of the House. 
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