January 26, 2005
TRIBUTE TO MR. DARRYL KEHRER

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2005

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Darryl Kehrer, Staff Director
for the Subcommittee on Benefits of the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee, who is retiring after
37 years, 33 of which were devoted of public
service to our nation’s veterans.

Darryl’s distinguished career in public serv-
ice began with active duty in the United States
Air Force from 1966-1970, after which he re-
ceived an Honorable Discharge as Staff Ser-
geant. Since then, he has served with distinc-
tion at the Department of Veterans Affairs, the
United States Senate, and as Staff Director of
the Subcommittee on Benefits of the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs at the United
States House of Representatives. Further-
more, he served as Executive Director of the
Congressional Veterans Claims Adjudication
Commission, and Staff Director of the Panel
on Veterans’ Benefits for the Congressional
Commission on Servicemembers and Vet-
erans Transition Assistance.

Darryl has dedicated his career to improving
the lives of our nation’s veterans and to pro-
vide them with the very best with respect to
benefits and services in their transition to civil-
ian life. He has made significant contributions
to the development and enactment of vet-
erans’ legislation to improve education, em-
ployment, and transition assistance, to name
just a few of his accomplishments.

As the Chairman of the Veterans Benefits
Subcommittee during the 107th Congress,
Darryl’s strong work ethic and commitment to
the issues was unwavering. He worked tire-
lessly with me to enact the Jobs for Veterans
Act (PL 107-288), and since then he has con-
tinued his work with the Department of Labor
to ensure the legislation is reaching veterans
and helping them make the transition from
military service to civilian employment. His
comments and insight into issues affecting
veterans was invaluable to me when | served
as the Chairman and continues to be today.

Darryl has been a guest instructor at the
University of Missouri and the Harry S Truman
Library, the John Stennis Institute of Govern-
ment at Mississippi State University, West Po-
tomac and Annandale High Schools in Vir-
ginia, the United States Military Academy, and
the United States Air Force Academy. Using
the Montgomery Gl Bill as an example of how
legislation is made, he developed a case
study on the enactment of this significant
piece of veterans legislation, providing stu-
dents with a hands-on approach to law-mak-
ing. He has accompanied me to both West
Point and the Air Force Academy, where we
visited with instructors and spent time with the
cadets. At the Air Force Academy, we did a
joint presentation to students regarding the
Member and staff perspectives of the U.S.
Congress. His success as a guest instructor is
clearly demonstrated by how frequently these
renowned institutions ask him to return.

Darryl’s passions are teaching, mentoring,
and baseball. He has spent the past fifteen
years volunteering for the Annandale Little
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League, and the League established an ongo-
ing scholarship in his name. Called the
“Kehrer Cup,” it is awarded to the youngster
who personifies the values of Little League
Baseball and includes a $550 scholarship to
the Little League Baseball International Sum-
mer Camp. He also received the Ellie Doyle
Award for his exemplary partnership with the
Fairfax County government in youth sports ac-
tivities. A self-proclaimed “baseball fanatic,”
Darryl has used his passion to instill the love
of the game and the ideals of sportsmanship
in children and young adults.

Mr. Speaker, throughout his career as a
public servant and volunteer in the community,
Darryl has exemplified the highest ideals of
family, community, and public service. With his
retirement, we are losing an exemplary public
servant and true friend of our nation’s vet-
erans. Thank you, Darryl, for your many years
of dedicated service to our nation.

————

RESOLUTION HONORING THE LIFE
AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF YOGI
BHAJAN

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2005

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce a resolution honoring
the life and numerous contributions of Yogi
Bhajan, the chief religious and administrative
authority for Sikhism in the West. Yogi Bhajan
passed away in Espanola, New Mexico on Oc-
tober 6, 2004 at age 75.

A native of India, Yogi Bhajan introduced
thousands around the world to Sikhism, a reli-
gion that carries the message of truthful living
and the fundamental unity of humanity, and
reaches out to people of all backgrounds to
work together for world peace. When he came
to the United States in 1968, Yogi Bhajan rec-
ognized immediately that the experience
sought by many young people through drugs
could be alternatively achieved through
Kundalini yoga, which stimulates individual
growth through breath, chanting, and medita-
tion among other components. Soon after, he
founded the Healthy, Happy, Holy Organiza-
tion (3HO), a nonprofit private educational and
scientific foundation with 300 centers in 35
countries, dedicated to improving physical
well-being, deepening spiritual awareness, and
offering guidance on matters of health and
heart. He later also founded a successful drug
rehabilitation program that blends ancient
yogic wisdom of the East with modern tech-
nology of the West.

In 1971, the president of the governing body
of Sikh Temples in India gave Yogi Bhajan the
title of chief religious and administrative au-
thority for Sikhism in the Western Hemisphere.
That same year, the Sikh Dharma was legally
incorporated and recognized as a religion in
the U.S., and soon after Yogi Bhajan founded
the Sikh ashram that still thrives in Espanola,
New Mexico in my district. Yogi Bhajan wrote
30 books and inspired 200 more through his
teaching, and inspired the founding of several
businesses including Akal Security Inc., one of
the fastest growing security companies in the
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nation. Throughout his lifetime, he traveled the
world and met with world leaders such as
Pope John Paul Il and the Dalai Lama to dis-
cuss world peace and religious unity. He also
served as informal counsel to numerous polit-
ical and spiritual leaders. As the resolution
states, Yogi Bhajan’s teachings and the busi-
nesses formed under his inspiration, improved
personal, political, spiritual and professional
relations between citizens of the United States
and citizens of the nation of India.

After the terrorist attacks on U.S. soil on
September 11th, Yogi Bhajan reached out to
Sikhs across America, encouraging and help-
ing them to educate their fellow citizens about
Sikhs, and to work with law enforcement and
community leaders to help them protect Sikh
populations. He established links to human
rights advocates nationwide to ensure that the
issue of Sikh identity was understood and re-
spected. When a Sikh man named Balbir
Singh Sodhi was murdered in Arizona five
days after 9/11, Yogi Bhajan worked with com-
munity and government leaders in Arizona to
help raise awareness about the Sikh commu-
nity there, and to honor Balbir Singh with a
major memorial event.

| had the privilege of Yogi Bhajan’s friend-
ship and support for more than 20 years. He
was a dynamic, powerful person with a strong
devotion to human rights, religious freedom,
and good health. Whatever one’s faith, he had
the right words, the right lesson, and the right
message. He spoke to us all, and he inspired
us. Around the world he was a powerful voice
for peace. | am also proud that my State of
New Mexico made history by designating Oc-
tober 23rd as “Yogi Bhajan Memorial Day.”

The resolution | am introducing today recog-
nizes Yogi Bhajan as a wise teacher and men-
tor, an outstanding pioneer, a champion of
peace and compassionate human being, and
extends condolences on his passing. | intro-
duced this bill at the end of the 108th Con-
gress, soon after Yogi Bhajan’s passing, and
| hope my colleagues and | can work together
to pass the resolution during the 109th. |
would like to thank members of the House
India Caucus, who helped build support for
this resolution, as well as Senators JEFF
BINGAMAN, PETE DOMENICI, and JOHN CORNYN,
who will introduce the Senate companion. |
also thank House International Relations Com-
mittee Chairman HENRY HYDE and Ranking
Member ToM LANTOS for their strong support,
as well as the bipartisan group of original co-
sponsors who join me in urging my colleagues
to support this important resolution.

HONORING SALLY MAZZARELLA

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2005

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize and honor
an extraordinary citizen. Sally Mazzarella, of
Rhinebeck, New York, along with help from
friends and family, has devoted an immeas-
urable amount of time and effort to make her
community and Dutchess County a better
place to live.
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