
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 152, Pt. 10 14305 July 13, 2006 
But I think I will anticipate the next 

question with regard to the minimum 
wage. I have had conversations with 
Members on both sides of the aisle 
about the issue. It is clearly under dis-
cussion, but there have been no deci-
sions made as to what to do or when to 
do, whatever. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for that information. He anticipated 
my question, but I noted in the paper 
that there are some 25 or 25-plus Mem-
bers on your side of the aisle who have 
written suggesting that we bring this 
to the floor. I would think if that is the 
case that we do have a majority, I 
would think, who would be for bringing 
this to the floor and, quite probably, a 
majority who might vote for a min-
imum-wage bill, assuming it comes to 
the floor as a minimum-wage bill. 

b 1745 

Mr. Leader, I am very hopeful that 
that can happen, and it would be won-
derful if it could happen before we left 
here for the August break. But I hear 
you saying that is still under discus-
sion, and, hopefully, the result will be 
a positive one from the perspective of 
having an up-or-down vote on the min-
imum wage. I thank the gentleman for 
that information. 

Lastly, Mr. Leader, the pension con-
ference, you and I are very concerned 
about it. Literally millions of people 
are very concerned about it. But it still 
languishes in the conference com-
mittee. Can you give us any update on 
where the pension conference is and 
what expectations there might be for 
the pension bill to come to the floor? 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. BOEHNER. Clearly, protecting 

the American people’s pensions and en-
suring that we get better funding of 
private pension plans is the goal of this 
legislation. I can tell the gentleman 
that I think we are very close. There is 
some progress. We are close. We have 
discussed this for months and months 
here. It is a very difficult bill, as you 
are well aware, and trying to make 
sure that there is balance, that we dot 
the I’s and cross the T’s, that process is 
under way. But I am hopeful. 

Mr. HOYER. Hope springs eternal. 
Let’s hope the bill is not eternally, 
however, in the conference committee. 

Mr. Leader, if I could comment as 
well, you and I had a discussion and I 
had a discussion with your predecessor 
on this issue as well and with Mr. 
BLUNT, when he was acting in the ca-
pacity you now have, with reference to 
the bipartisan inclusion of conferees in 
the decision-making process as to what 
the pension bill is going to be. In our 
experience in dealing with you when 
you were chairman of the committee, 
you did that. We appreciated that. We 
think it was the right thing to do. And, 
frankly, we think it manifested itself 
in some good products. But, Mr. Lead-
er, I must tell you that the minority 

members and the ranking member have 
not been included, in the information I 
have, in the conferences or delibera-
tions that have been going on with ref-
erence to the pension bill. 

In light of the fact, as you point out, 
it is a complicated bill, a difficult bill, 
we think that would be useful certainly 
for us; but very frankly, we think it 
would be appropriate for the process 
itself. 

I yield to my friend in hopes that he 
will, as he indicated he would, try to 
prevail on those powers that be to ef-
fect that happening, as he indicated he 
thought ought to happen. 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. BOEHNER. As the gentleman is 

aware, this conference is being chaired 
by the Senate. There has been one for-
mal conference meeting. But I can tell 
you there have been consultations with 
Members of both parties on both sides 
of the Capitol with regard to many of 
the issues that have been agreed to and 
issues that are yet to be resolved, and 
I fully expect those conversations will 
continue. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, I 
hope that is the case. And perhaps I 
will privately discuss with you whom 
these consultations have been with be-
cause on my side of the aisle, they have 
not talked to me yet. But I thank the 
gentleman, and I will talk to him pri-
vately. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JULY 
17, 2006 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for 
morning hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 2389, 
PLEDGE PROTECTION ACT OF 
2005 

Mr. GINGREY. The Committee on 
Rules may meet the week of July 17 to 
grant a rule which could limit the 
amendment process for floor consider-
ation of H.R. 2389, the Pledge Protec-
tion Act of 2005. 

Any Member wishing to offer an 
amendment should submit 55 copies of 
the amendment and one copy of a brief 
explanation of the amendment to the 
Rules Committee in room H–312 of the 
Capitol by noon on Tuesday, July 18, 
2006. Members should draft their 
amendments to the bill as introduced 
on May 17, 2005. 

Members should use the Office of 
Legislative Counsel to ensure that 
their amendments are drafted in the 
most appropriate format, and they 
should check with the Office of the 
Parliamentarian to be certain that 
their amendments comply with the 
rules of the House. 

f 

EVERY COUNTRY HAS A RIGHT TO 
DEFEND ITSELF 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to condemn 
Hezbollah and Hamas for the recent 
kidnappings and killings of Israeli sol-
diers. 

These acts of aggression have forced 
Israel to defend itself and its citizens 
and will have a damaging effect on the 
prospect of peace in the Middle East. If 
someone attacked across our borders 
and sent rockets into the United States 
and had killed or captured our own sol-
diers, you had better believe we would 
want to defend ourselves. Israel has the 
right to respond just like we would. 

Israel fully withdrew from southern 
Lebanon in May of 2000 and from Gaza 
earlier this year only to suffer hun-
dreds of unprovoked attacks from both 
areas since then. This is not the first 
time Hezbollah has taken action 
against Israeli soldiers. It also kid-
napped and killed three soldiers in Oc-
tober of 2000. 

These attacks are an attempt by 
Hezbollah to open a second front, so to 
speak, after the kidnappings in Gaza 
and their attack on Israel’s sov-
ereignty. Hezbollah’s actions require 
Israel to defend itself, and Israel’s ac-
tions to take out terrorist camps along 
its borders to prevent this from hap-
pening again are warranted and justi-
fied. Israel has to defend itself from 
these terrorist organizations that want 
to go back to pre-1948 before there was 
Israel. They don’t want Israel on the 
map. 

These countries with influence over 
Hezbollah must move quickly to bring 
the return of these soldiers. 

Mr. Speaker, I condemn the acts of 
Hezbollah and Hamas and ask my col-
leagues to do so as well. 

f 

ISRAEL HAS A RIGHT TO DEFEND 
ITSELF 

(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
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