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House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, last month Israel was provoked 
when Hamas terrorists kidnapped Cor-
poral Gilad Shalit, an Israeli soldier 
manning a check point. This was an 
unprovoked act of terror, an act of war 
against Israel by Hamas, which also 
controls the Palestinian Authority 
government. 

As long as Hamas embraces terrorism 
and refuses to acknowledge the right of 
Israel to exist, terrorists will persist in 
the Palestinian land. 

Earlier this week, Hezbollah kid-
napped two Israeli soldiers in northern 
Israel. Israel has responded in an effort 
to rescue these soldiers and diminish 
the possibility of Hezbollah to launch 
missiles into Israeli population cen-
ters. 

I rise to express support for our ally 
Israel as it deals with yet more ter-
rorist acts. The kidnapping of the 
Israeli soldiers can certainly be consid-
ered a provocation of war. Unfortu-
nately, Israel’s withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip has not led to a positive 
transformation of Palestinian politics 
or more security for the Israeli people. 

We need to support Israel in this dif-
ficult time. 

f 

NORTH KOREA AND THE 
DEMOCRATS 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, while 
America marked the anniversary of our 
independence, North Korea dem-
onstrated the danger of oppressive re-
gimes. 

International threats are often dis-
tressing, but the silver lining in there 
is that there is a galvanizing effect. 
Threats test our mettle and express 
not our weaknesses but our strengths 
as a Nation. 

And make no mistake about it, this 
Republican majority in the House 
stands strongly in defending our Na-
tion while Democrats have waged a 
two-decade-long campaign to under-
mine our national defense capabilities. 

In May, just May, 117 Democrats 
voted to cut more than half the fund-
ing, $4.7 billion, from our missile de-
fense program in the national defense 
authorization bill. In other words, the 
Democrats are applying their national 
defense strategy in Iraq to North 
Korea. It is called ‘‘ostrich’’: you stick 
your head in the sand and ignore the 
threats. 

Well, at least there is consistency in 
their policy, Mr. Speaker. Maybe they 
will propose to cut and run from Alas-
ka and Hawaii too because they could 
be attacked by North Korea with their 
missiles. 

SPECIAL ORDERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

VIOLENCE AND CORRUPTION IN 
IRAQI POLICE FORCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, for 
months and months we have been hear-
ing from the Bush administration that 
the training of Iraqi security forces is 
going as planned. America will stand 
down just as soon as Iraq stands up, 
they said. A milestone which we were 
assured was just around the corner. 

Well, now we know the truth. Not 
only can they not stand up; they can 
barely crawl. And when they do crawl, 
all too often they are fighting each 
other or U.S. troops. 

The Los Angeles Times published a 
shocking report over the weekend 
about the violence and corruption that 
is permeating the Iraqi police. Accord-
ing to the Times, we are talking about 
‘‘the rape of female prisoners, the re-
lease of terrorism suspects in exchange 
for bribes, assassinations of police offi-
cers, and participation in insurgent 
bombings . . . 

‘‘Officers have beaten prisoners to 
death. They have been involved in kid-
napping rings, sold thousands of stolen 
and forged Iraqi passports, and passed 
along vital information to insur- 
gents . . . ’’ 

In one Baghdad neighborhood known 
as a militia stronghold, police tortured 
detainees with electricity and beatings. 

I hasten to add, Mr. Speaker, that 
the United States and its military have 
no moral authority to combat such 
gruesome tactics. Why? Because the 
right to torture prisoners of war, in-
deed, the exhortation to torture them, 
was the official policy of our govern-
ment for several years. 

Of course, the minimum requirement 
of a functioning society in Iraq will be 
some kind of trustworthy law enforce-
ment system. But with insurgents and 
militia groups having infiltrated the 
police, Iraqi citizens have absolutely 
no recourse, no legitimate authority 
committed to their safety and their se-
curity. 

Another recent article, this one from 
the Washington Post, tells of a Bagh-
dad resident who dialed the Iraqi equiv-
alent of 911 after a Shiite militia, 
called the Mahdi Army, firebombed a 
local mosque. The call went through to 
the ministry of interior, which is allied 
with the Shiia and its militias. The dis-
patcher told the man that he, the call-
er, was a terrorist, said the Mahdi 
Army was just doing its job, and hung 
up. How is that for freedom on the 
march? 

Mr. Speaker, rather than bringing 
stability and rule of law to Iraq, it has 
turned out that we have a chaotic kill-
ing field, a hot bed of terror over there. 
The only law that seems to apply is the 
law of the jungle. The streets are con-
trolled by thugs and murderers. The 
Iraqi Government is impotent at best, 
complicit at worst. They are in a civil 
war. 

The least we can do is remove our 
soldiers from this inferno. Bringing the 
troops home will not be a panacea for 
Iraq, but it will get Americans out of 
harm’s way while we help facilitate the 
long, arduous process of Iraqi recon-
struction and reconciliation. 

Iraq cannot be put back together 
again as long as we persist with a mili-
tary occupation. Every day that our 
soldiers are there makes it harder, not 
easier. Every day that the occupation 
continues, we move further away from, 
not closer to, the kind of democratic 
society President Bush says he wants 
in Iraq. 

Bring the troops home. It is the right 
thing to do for America, and it may be 
Iraq’s only hope for peace and sta-
bility. 

f 

b 1800 

TURN OUT THE LIGHTS: THE 
PARTY IS OVER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCHENRY). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. POE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Americans are 
fed up. They are worn out, burned out 
and pocketed out of taking care of 
illegals who come here and expect a 
handout and a free ride, and now Amer-
icans, they are speaking out. 

Recently, taxpayers in Houston 
forked out over $125 million in hospital 
costs in just 1 year by treating more 
than 53,000 illegals, taking advantage 
of the system in our hospitals, taking 
advantage of Americans, and really 
taking advantage of legal immigrants. 

Mr. Speaker, it is morally wrong for 
illegals to enter this country with the 
expectation that they will live off of 
others. It is morally wrong for them to 
expect that Americans will pay to take 
care of them, take care of their health 
costs, their education costs and their 
social services costs. 

But now it is becoming illegal for 
illegals to get these services that even 
many Americans do not receive. Tax-
payers are finding their own answers, 
while some Federal lawmakers in 
Washington remain deaf to their desire 
because they are too busy dueling over 
illegal immigration doctrines. 

State leaders are stepping in across 
the country. Just this week in Colo-
rado lawmakers took a cue from their 
citizens by cutting through the conflict 
and passed 11 bipartisan bills, taking a 
tougher stance on illegal entry. 
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