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SENATE—Thursday, July 13, 2006 
The Senate met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable RICH-
ARD G. LUGAR, a Senator from the 
State of Indiana. 

PRAYER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Our 
guest Chaplain, Rev. Laurel Arthur 
Burton, Gobin Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, Greencastle, IN, will lead 
the Senate in prayer. 

The guest chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O Thou great Creator, God of all the 

nations: 
We bow before You knowing that 

these gathered here today have the 
power to choose right over wrong, good 
over evil. Bless each one of them that 
they might choose according to Your 
will. 

Open their ears so that they may 
truly listen to one another. 

Open their eyes so that they may 
truly see the path of righteousness. 

Open their mouths that they may 
speak truly with the deepest integrity. 

And open their hearts and minds that 
they may discern the way that leads to 
the common good. 

O Spirit of power, grant that the only 
ambition in this Chamber may be the 
desire to achieve peace and prosperity 
for all Americans. Grant that the only 
competition may be the struggle for 
justice. O Thou great Creator, God of 
all the nations, lead this great Nation 
as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 
of fire by night, until the day comes 
when all nations shall dwell together 
in peace and concord. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable RICHARD G. LUGAR led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 13, 2006. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable RICHARD G. LUGAR, a 

Senator from the State of Indiana, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

TED STEVENS, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. LUGAR thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Alaska is rec-
ognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, speak-
ing for the leader, I announce to the 
Senate that this morning, the first 30 
minutes will be a period for the trans-
action of morning business, which has 
been divided between the two sides. 
After morning business, we will return 
to the Homeland Security appropria-
tions bill. The two managers have a 
tentative lineup of amendments this 
morning and into the afternoon. It is 
the leader’s understanding they are 
working toward a vote this morning in 
relation to one of those amendments, 
and we will alert everyone when that 
amendment is locked in. Senators 
should be on notice that a vote could 
occur between 10 and 10:30 this morn-
ing. 

We have said we will finish this bill 
today, and that could translate into a 
late night, if needed, in order to pass 
this important Homeland Security ap-
propriations bill. The leader hopes we 
can finish this earlier, and if Senators 
will communicate with managers ear-
lier today regarding amendments, then 
it is his feeling we should be able to 
finish this bill at a reasonable time 
today. 

In any event, it is the leader’s inten-
tion to stay in today, tonight, or to-
morrow—whatever it takes—to con-
clude this important bill this week. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, leadership time is 
reserved. 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 

the previous order, there will now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business for up to 30 minutes, with the 
first half of the time under the control 
of the Democratic leader or his des-
ignee and the second half of the time 
under the control of the majority lead-
er or his designee. 

The Senator from North Dakota. 
f 

ENERGY 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I was in 

a town called Zeeland, ND, because we 
have a serious drought occurring in 
ranching country. We had ranchers and 
farmers—this is a town of about 120 
people and 170 ranchers and farmers 
showed up very concerned about how 
they are going to feed their cattle. 

We talked a lot about the drought 
and the devastation for ranchers and 
farmers when it doesn’t rain and how 
they take care of their cattle herd and 
what might happen to them. 

One of the issues raised in that meet-
ing repeatedly was—in addition to the 
lack of rain—if you are running a farm 
or ranch, you are a heavy user of en-
ergy. What has happened to the price of 
energy, particularly the price of fuel, 
has been devastating to those farmers 
and ranchers. 

Our State university pointed out 
that the average farm and ranch in 
North Dakota is confronted with about 
$18,000 a year in higher costs because of 
what has happened to the price of fuel. 

This morning I woke up and listened 
to the news, just as I did yesterday, 
and found that the price of oil is over 
$75 a barrel and continuing to go up. If 
we take a look at the major integrated 
oil companies in this country, we will 
discover the substantial increase in 
profits—this is 2005 over 2004, last 
year’s numbers: 43-percent increase, 37- 
percent increase, 31-percent increase in 
profits. 

The Congressional Research Service 
just did an evaluation for one of our 
colleagues which says that cash re-
serves for the major integrated oil 
companies have grown from over $9 bil-
lion in 1999 to nearly $58 billion now. 
Let me say that again. Cash reserves of 
the major integrated oil companies 
now stand at over $58 billion. 

It made me think about a story that 
was in BusinessWeek 2 years ago, ‘‘Why 
Isn’t Big Oil Drilling More?’’ 

Rather than developing new fields, oil gi-
ants have preferred to buy rivals, ‘‘drilling 
for oil on Wall Street.’’ While that makes fi-
nancial sense, it is no substitute for new oil. 

Oil has been over $20 a barrel continuously 
since 1999. Far from raising money to pursue 
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