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unanimous consents on two issues that 
will outline what we will be doing dur-
ing the early to mid part of next week. 

Before doing that, I move that the 
Senate insist on its amendment, re-
quest a conference with the House, and 
the Chair be authorized to appoint con-
ferees. 

The motion was agreed to, and the 
Presiding Officer appointed Mr. GREGG, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SPEC-
TER, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. 
CRAIG, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. 
BYRD, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. LEAHY, Ms. MI-
KULSKI, Mr. KOHL, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
REID of Nevada, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN 
conferees on the part of the Senate. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 728 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, in a few 
moments, we will be doing a unani-
mous consent request on water re-
sources development as well as stem 
cells. Before doing that, I turn to my 
colleague, the Senator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, let me 
tell you something about what is about 
to happen if the unanimous consent re-
quest goes through. It is a significant 
bill. We have been working on it now 
during the last three authorizations, 
since the year 2000. Now, for 3 years, we 
have been working on this bill. We 
have had incredible cooperation, as ev-
erybody in the Chamber knows. It is al-
ways difficult to get something like 
this through, but it is necessary to 
keep this country moving. 

I will single out the members of the 
committee. I chair the Environment 
and Public Works Committee: Senators 
THUNE, DEMINT, VITTER, WARNER, ISAK-
SON, CHAFEE, MURKOWSKI. And Senator 
VOINOVICH of Ohio has been particu-
larly helpful on this. He has a lot of in-
terest in this bill. Of course, more than 
anybody else on the Republican side, 
Senator BOND, who is chairman of the 
subcommittee, has been very helpful. 

The big four in this case, of course, 
would be Senators BOND, BAUCUS, JEF-
FORDS, and myself. We have worked 
closely together to overcome some of 
the obstacles. Early on, there were sev-
eral holds on this bill because it is 
complicated. It is one that almost is of 
the magnitude of the Transportation 
reauthorization bill. But we had sev-
eral people who had concerns and we 
worked with them, including Senator 
SNOWE, who was nice enough to help us 
with some of the facets she had objec-
tions to; Senator SESSIONS; Senator 
MCCAIN; and, of course, the Democratic 
members of the committee who worked 
so well, including Senator CARPER and 
Senator LIEBERMAN, and Senators 
CLINTON, LAUTENBERG, and OBAMA. Ev-
erybody was there working together. It 
was quite an undertaking to get us to 
the point where we are today. 

I will single out several others. Sen-
ator GREGG had some concerns also. 

Probably one of the persons I was real-
ly gratified to work with is Senator 
FEINGOLD, the Senator from Wisconsin. 
I thank him for his cooperation. He had 
a number of amendments that I 
thought would be more than we could 
really handle. We had to get the num-
ber down to a certain number that is 
workable so we could have a time 
agreement to get this bill passed. I 
thank Senator FEINGOLD for his co-
operation and for agreeing to offer lim-
ited amendments under short time 
agreements. If he wanted to be hard to 
get along with, he could have had long 
agreements and this would have gone 
into many nights. He didn’t do that. He 
agreed to short time agreements, 
which will make this possible to pass. 
His willingness to work with us is very 
much appreciated by me. 

Over the past few months, he consist-
ently has been helpful and responsive 
in working on the WRDA bill. I thank 
the Senator from Wisconsin for his co-
operation. 

This is going to be the first time that 
we have a lot that we need to authorize 
the Corps of Engineers to do in naviga-
tion flight control and environmental 
restoration. This bill will allow us to 
do that. I thank everybody for his or 
her cooperation. Let’s go forward. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that at a time to be 
determined by the majority leader in 
consultation with the Democratic lead-
er, on Tuesday, July 18, the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of 
Calendar No. 93, S. 728. 

I further ask that the committee-re-
ported amendments be withdrawn and 
the managers’ substitute amendment 
at the desk be agreed to as original 
text for the purposes of further amend-
ment and that the only other amend-
ments in order be the following, the 
text of which are at the desk, with 
specified time agreements equally di-
vided in the usual form: 

BOXER, Folsom Dam, 1 hour; FEIN-
GOLD-MCCAIN, mitigation standards, 1 
hour; FEINGOLD-MCCAIN, peer review, 4 
hours; INHOFE-BOND, independent re-
views, 1 hour; INHOFE, fiscal trans-
parency, 1 hour; MCCAIN-FEINGOLD, 
prioritization report, 2 hours; MCCAIN- 
FEINGOLD, chief of engineers, 1 hour; 
NELSON of Florida, water projects, 1 
hour; SPECTER, Federal hopper dredges, 
1 hour. 

I ask unanimous consent that there 
be 2 hours of general debate on the bill, 
and that following the disposition of 
amendments and the use or yielding 
back of time, the bill, as amended, be 
read the third time, and the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 166, H.R. 2864, the House 
companion, and that all after the en-
acting clause be stricken and the text 
of S. 728, as amended, be inserted there-
of; that the bill, as amended, be read 
the third time and the Senate proceed 
to a vote on passage, and S. 728 be re-
turned to the Senate calendar. 

I further ask that no points of order 
be waived by virtue of this agreement. 

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, first, I want the RECORD spread 
with the fact that the Senate can work 
together. This is an example of that. 
Senator BOXER and Senator INHOFE are 
polar opposites politically. I don’t 
know if we could find two stranger peo-
ple to work together on a bill than the 
two of these Senators. But this is a bill 
that takes cooperation and building 
consensus. That is what they have 
done. 

This is not a Republican bill, it is not 
a Democratic bill, it is a bill for the 
Senate. I also want the RECORD to re-
flect that Senator FEINGOLD, who has 
three amendments on here, is a person 
who is dedicated to looking at the sub-
stance of legislation. I express publicly 
my appreciation for his cooperation 
and for allowing us to get to this point. 
I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
ALLEN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we are 
currently talking to some other Sen-
ators about the water resources bill, so 
I will have more to say about that 
later. In the meantime, I will go on to 
other business. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that there now be a 
period of morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

IRAQ 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, today 
marks a significant milestone for 
Iraq—and for coalition forces. Accord-
ing to Ambassador Khalilzad, 
Muthanna will become the first prov-
ince in which civilian Iraqis take 
charge of Iraqi security forces in that 
province. For the first time, the day- 
to-day security of the Iraqi people liv-
ing in Muthanna will be in the hands of 
a civilian Iraqi. 

For the half million people living in 
Muthanna, this means a tangible 
change in the security and governance 
of the province. Since 2003, American 
and coalition forces—the Australians, 
the British, and the Japanese—have 
worked together to ensure the security 
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