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on Small Business of the House of Represent-
atives make recommendations to the Admin-
istrator to fill 8 of the positions on the Na-
tional Women’s Business Council. Four of 
the positions are reserved for small business 
owners who are affiliated with the political 
party of the President and 4 of the positions 
are reserved for small business owners who 
are not affiliated with the political party of 
the President. This method of appointment 
ensures that the National Women’s Business 
Council will provide Congress with non-
partisan, balanced, and independent advice. 

(4) In order to maintain the independence 
of the National Women’s Business Council 
and to ensure that the Council continues to 
provide Congress with advice on a non-
partisan basis, it is essential that the Coun-
cil maintain the bipartisan balance estab-
lished under section 407 of the Women’s Busi-
ness Ownership Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C. 7107). 

(b) MAINTENANCE OF PARTISAN BALANCE.— 
Section 407(f) of the Women’s Business Own-
ership Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C. 7107(f)), as 
amended by this Act, is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(4) PARTISAN BALANCE.—When filling va-
cancies under paragraph (1), the Adminis-
trator shall, to the extent practicable, en-
sure that there are an equal number of mem-
bers on the Council from each of the 2 major 
political parties. 

‘‘(5) ACCOUNTABILITY.—If a vacancy is not 
filled within the 30-day period required under 
paragraph (1), or if there exists an imbalance 
of party-affiliated members on the Council 
for a period exceeding 30 days, the Adminis-
trator shall submit a report, not later than 
10 days after the expiration of either such 30- 
day deadline, to the Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship of the Senate 
and the Committee on Small Business of the 
House of Representatives, that explains why 
the respective deadline was not met and pro-
vides an estimated date on which any vacan-
cies will be filled, as applicable.’’. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 528—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING 
ON SEPTEMBER 10, 2006, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL HISTORICALLY BLACK 
COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
WEEK’’ 
Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. 

BROWNBACK, Mr. KERRY, Ms. MIKULSKI, 
Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DEMINT, Mr. TALENT, 
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. VOINO-
VICH, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. 
DODD, Mr. LOTT, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
CHAMBLISS, Mr. BAYH, Mr. SPECTER, 
Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BURR, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Mr. BIDEN, Mrs. HUTCHISON, 
Mrs. DOLE, Mr. FRIST, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. VITTER, Mrs. BOXER, 
Mr. SARBANES, Mr. SALAZAR, and Mr. 
SCHUMER) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 528 
Whereas there are 103 historically Black 

colleges and universities in the United 
States; 

Whereas historically Black colleges and 
universities provide the quality education 
essential to full participation in a complex, 
highly technological society; 

Whereas historically Black colleges and 
universities have a rich heritage and have 

played a prominent role in the history of the 
United States; 

Whereas historically Black colleges and 
universities have allowed many underprivi-
leged students to attain their full potential 
through higher education; and 

Whereas the achievements and goals of his-
torically Black colleges and universities are 
deserving of national recognition: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate, 
(1) Designates the week beginning Sep-

tember 10, 2006, as ‘National Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities Week’; and 

(2) calls on the people of the United States 
and interested groups to observe the week 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and 
programs to demonstrate support for histori-
cally Black colleges and universities in the 
United States. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 529—DESIG-
NATING JULY 13, 2006, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL SUMMER LEARNING 
DAY’’ 
Mr. OBAMA (for himself, Mr. 

DEMINT, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. ISAKSON, 
and Mr. KENNEDY) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 529 
Whereas all students experience measur-

able loss of mathematics and reading skills 
when they do not engage in educational ac-
tivities during the summer months; 

Whereas summer learning loss is greatest 
for low-income children, who often lack the 
academic enrichment opportunities available 
to their more affluent peers; 

Whereas summer learning loss contributes 
significantly to the gaps in achievement be-
tween low-income children, including minor-
ity children and children with limited 
English proficiency, and their more affluent 
peers; 

Whereas structured enrichment and edu-
cation programs are proven to accelerate 
learning for students who participate in such 
programs for several weeks during the sum-
mer; 

Whereas in the BELL summer programs, 
students gain several months worth of read-
ing and mathematics skills through summer 
enrichment, and in the Teach Baltimore 
Summer Academy, students enrolled for 2 
summers gain 70 to 80 percent of a full grade 
level in reading, and thousands of students 
in similar programs experience measurable 
gains in academic achievement; 

Whereas Summer Learning Day is designed 
to highlight the need for more young people 
to be engaged in summer learning activities 
and to support local summer programs that 
benefit children, families, and communities; 
and 

Whereas a wide array of schools, public 
agencies, non-profit organizations, institu-
tions of higher education, museums, librar-
ies, and summer camps in many States 
across the United States will celebrate the 
annual Summer Learning Day on July 13, 
2006: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates July 13, 2006, as ‘‘National 

Summer Learning Day’’ to raise public 
awareness about the positive impact of sum-
mer learning opportunities on the develop-
ment and educational success of our Nation’s 
children; 

(2) urges the people of the United States— 
(A) to promote summer learning activities 

to send young people back to school ready to 
learn; 

(B) to support working parents and their 
children; and 

(C) to keep our Nation’s children safe and 
healthy during the summer months; and 

(3) urges communities to celebrate, with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities, the 
importance of high-quality summer learning 
opportunities in the lives of young students 
and their families. 
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 109—COMMENDING THE 
GOVERNMENT OF CANADA FOR 
ITS RENEWED COMMITMENT TO 
AFGHANISTAN 

Mr. COLEMAN (for himself and Mr. 
LUGAR) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. CON. RES. 109 

Whereas twenty-four Canadian citizens 
were killed as a result of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks on the United States; 

Whereas the people of Gander, Newfound-
land, provided food, clothing, and shelter to 
thousands of stranded passengers and tem-
porary aircraft parking to thirty-nine planes 
diverted from United States airspace as a re-
sult of the September 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks on the United States; 

Whereas the Government of Canada, as led 
by former Prime Ministers Jean Jacques 
Chretien and Paul Martin and continued by 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, has provided 
humanitarian, diplomatic, and security per-
sonnel on the invitation of the Government 
of Afghanistan since 2001; 

Whereas Canada has pledged $650,000,000 in 
development aid to Afghanistan; 

Whereas Afghanistan is Canada’s largest 
recipient of bilateral development aid; 

Whereas Canada has stationed approxi-
mately 2,300 defense personnel who comprise 
Task Force Afghanistan, in order to improve 
security in southern Afghanistan, particu-
larly in the province of Kandahar; 

Whereas Canada has over 70 diplomatic of-
ficers worldwide who are dedicated to grow-
ing democracy and equality in Afghanistan; 

Whereas at least seventeen Canadians have 
made the ultimate sacrifice in operations in 
Afghanistan since September 11, 2001; 

Whereas Canada’s commitment to the Gov-
ernment of Afghanistan, under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Hamid Karzai, was 
due to expire in February 2007; 

Whereas on May 17, 2006, the Government 
of Canada led by Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper requested that the Canadian House of 
Commons extend Canada’s commitment to 
peace and security operations in Afghani-
stan; 

Whereas on May 17, 2006, the Canadian Par-
liament voted to extend peace and security 
operations in Afghanistan until 2009, to in-
crease its development assistance by $310 
million, and to build a permanent and secure 
embassy in Afghanistan to replace its cur-
rent facility; and 

Whereas this was an important sign of the 
renewed commitment of numerous United 
States allies to Afghanistan: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) commends the Government of Canada 
for its renewed and long-term commitment 
to Afghanistan; 

(2) commends the leadership of former Ca-
nadian Prime Ministers Jean Jacques 
Chretien and Paul Martin and current Prime 
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